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PREFACE 


There are many books published year by year on gardening 
and there are a good number devoted solely to flower gardening. 
None of these, so far as the author is aware, discriminates 
Between garden flowers which are really attractive and possess 
to the greatest extent the quality of beauty, and those which 
are less delightful to look at. 

It has been the aim in this book to select a number of really 
beautiful flowers, some of which will be suitable for any 
situation in the garden. It has to be remembered, however, 
that in many families of flowers, while there are several common 
kinds not worthy of a great deal of attention, there may be a 
few varieties that are very beautiful. wBere such flowers are 
given, and the book would not be complete without them, 
care has been taken to mention the kinds that are really worth 
growing. 

No attempt has been made here to give a lengthy description 
of the methods and rales to.be employed in complete gardening, 
but sufficient information is-included to enable even.,the noyice 
to take up the fArt of Gardening and to grow the' 250 flowers 
dealt with in this book. 
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CARE OF THE FLOWER GARDEN 


In order to maintain a supply of attractive flowers in bloom 
throughout most of the year it will be necessary to know some¬ 
thing about preparing seed beds as well as rooting cuttings 
and layers. When possible a small portion of the garden should 
be set aside so that new plants can be grown here to fill in 
any gap that may occur or to replace plants which have finished 
flowering. A sheltered position should be chosen for this purpose 
and the soil should be fairly good. If the garden consists of 
ordinary soil, the nursery beds may quickly be improved by 
working in well rotted farmyard manure and applying old soot, 
and if the land is of a very heavy nature, mortar rubble should 
also be obtained and forked in. 

In preparing seed beds in the open it should be remembered 
that for almost all plants a fine tilth is necessary. The land 
should be deeply dug and well worked until it is reduced to 
a fine mould for a depth of several inches. 

Some seed is better sown in boxes and started in a frame or 
in a cool greenhouse. For this purpose a number of shallow 
boxes should be obtained, often the grocer will supply you with 
boxes which if too deep may have the sides cut down to the 
right depth. Boxes such as are used for chitting potatoes may 
be used without alteration but they are rather big and clumsy 
to move about. Boxes made specially for the purpose may be 
bouaht cheaply enough and a dozen or so of these will last the 
average amateur gardener a good many years. 

When beds or boxes are prepared and the time for sowing 
the seed has arrived, it should be remembered that small seed 
should not be too deeply sown, often very fine seed should 
scarcely be covered with soil. A fine seed bed is almost always 
an advantage, also the seed should not be sown too thickly. 
Not only is there a waste of good seed where thick sowing is 
practised, but young plants if thickly sown always shoot upwards 
too rapidly and never make the strong healthy young plants 
that are essential if a fine display of flowers is wanted. 

Watering young seedlings should be carried out when needed. 
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CARE OF THE FLOWER GARDEN 

but it must be done cautiously. Often whole batches of plants 
are lost through over watering. Lastly the work of pricking 
out and transplanting should also be carried out carefully so 
that there is the least possible loss of plants. 

When rooting cuttings it is often an advantage if these can 
be obtained with a heel attached. For those who have little experi¬ 
ence it may be mentioned that where a cutting is obtained by 
removing a side shoot from a larger branch, a heel is a small 
piece of the larger branch which is taken with the cutting; it 
provides a much larger surface for root formation than does 
the base of a cutting with no heel. 

When inserting cuttings soil should be pressed very firmly 
indeed round the base of these as it has been found to be much 
more difficult for cuttings to form roots in loose soil than it 
is in firm soil. When inserting cuttings in pots these will form 
roots much more quickly if inserted right against the side of the 
pot than they will if placed away from the side. Should there 
come a frost after cuttings are inserted in the open air in the 
spring, the bed of cuttings should be examined the following 
morning as frost may have lifted some of these out of the 
ground, in which case they should be pressed firmly into position 
again. It may be mentioned that frost will also lift young newly- 
planted plants out of the ground in the same way and these 
should be examined and replanted if the need should arise 
from a similar cause. 

When layering pieces of a plant it is advisable where possible 
to make a slit in the part of the stem on which roots are wanted 
to form, and to insert a piece of match or a very small pebble 
in the slit to keep it open. It will be found where this is done 
that roots will form much more freely and quickly than they 
will if no slit of this kind is made. 

Turning to the care of growing Sowers, a common mistake 
made by those who take a pride in their flower garden, is that 
of overcrowding. Probably out of every dozen well-kept gardens, 
nine or ten would be the better, both from the point of view 
of beauty and the health of the plants, if some of the flowers 
here and there were removed to allow more space for those 
remaining. 

The reason for this tendency to overcrowd is not difficult 
to discover. Most plants when first planted are small, and 
the garden looks very bare if there are wide spaces of soil from 
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plant to plant. Although they look so small at the time of 
planting, as they grow they will quickly meet, and if planted 
too near to one another they will overlap. The result is that 
they do not reach perfection and it is almost impossible to do 
any necessary work in that part of the garden, which becomes 
something of a wilderness. No doubt the part which suffers 
most from crowding is the herbaceous border, with the rock 
garden a good second. 

As most of us like to see an array of flowers in beds and 
borders right from the beg innin g, the best way to go to work 
will be to give the perennials all the space they need, and for 
a year or two, until these furnish the garden with all the plants 
necessary, to sow some choice annuals in the blank spaces 
between the growing plants. These will die in the autumn 
or may be rooted up and the perennials can occupy all the 
space they require the following spring. 

Renewal of perennial plants is another important matter 
upon which will depend the continued beauty of the garden, 
whether in rockery or border. Large plants of the michaelmas 
daisy type begin to deteriorate if they are allowed to remain 
in the same position for a number of years. The result is that 
the flowers which they produce get smaller and smaller and 
are not of such a good colour. 

The most satisfactory way to renew plants of this kind is 
to lift them and divide, planting again a small portion of the 
old plant. When dividing in this way the middle of the plant 
should be discarded as this is the oldest portion and will be 
worn out. The outside pieces are the younger parts which have 
had access to plenty of light and air. These will, if carefully 
planted, grow strongly and make fine plants, producing an 
abundance of large brilliantly coloured flowers. 

Unless it is the intention to reconstruct entirely the border 
or the rockery it will be advisable to deal with a few plants each 
season, rather than take up a whole lot of plants at once. By 
taking up and renewing a few plants each year the appearance 
of the garden is not disturbed to any extent. If, on the other 
hand, a great deal of work is attempted in any one year, the 
garden will be badly pulled about and it will be two or three 
years before it regains its full beauty. 

Many of the spreading or creeping plants of the rock garden 
will need to be reduced from time to time, so that they may 
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be kept within bounds. Nothing looks more bedraggled or 
untidy than does such a comer of the garden about which 
creeping plants have been allowed to run without restriction, 
mingling together to the injury of all. It is impossible for such 
a garden to provide a worthy display in the spring, when the 
rock garden should be at its best. 

Bulbs and similar plants will need attention from time to 
time. To leave these in the ground for an unlimited period is 
to invite disease to attack them, and there are bulb diseases 
so serious that they may easily destroy the whole of the bulbs in a 
garden. If disease does not make its appearance, as new bulbs 
form by the side of their parents they will become so crowded 
that the flowers produced will be but poor things in size and 
appearance. Tulips are best lifted each year or, at longest, 
alternate years, but daffodils will remain quite healthy in the 
same situation for as long as three or four years. 

Weeds should not be allowed to grow to any size. It is so 
much easier to destroy these when they are no more than a 
quarter of an inch high by merely pulling the hoe lightly over 
the surface of the soil, than to deal with them if left until later. 
If the weeds are allowed to remain until they are large each one 
will need chopping or pulling up, and the amount of time and 
energy needed to do the work will be considerable. If allowed 
to remain until they flower and seed there will be still further 
trouble to get the garden free from them. This may seem 
uimecessary advice, but so many amateur gardeners do not 
think of weeding until they can see the weeds. The best way is 
to draw the hoe lightly over the beds and borders at regular 
and fairly close intervals. In this way millions of tiny seedling 
weeds which are too small to see will be destroyed at each 
hoeing with very little effort and loss of time, and the garden 
will always look clean and tidy. 

The care of plants when they are in flower should not be 
neglected if the garden is to look really well for any length of 
time. Very few flowers will continue to bloom freely if dead or 
faded blossoms are allowed to remain on their flowering stems. 
If the fading flowers are removed as soon as they begin to go 
off, most plants, except those of the daffodil type, will produce 
new flowers and will continue to do so over a long period. 
The reason for this is rather interesting. Plants will make 
every effort to reproduce themselves by seeding. If the flowers. 
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which iater would form seed heads, are cut off before they reach 
the seeding stage, the plant produces a new supply of flowers 
in an endeavour to form seed. These in turn being cut from 
the plant when they begin to wither, the flowering period is 
prolonged until unsuitable climatic or other conditions make 
it impossible for the plant to go on flowering. There is another 
reason why withered flowers should be removed. If allowed to 
remain they quickly make the garden untidy and unsightly. At 
least they take away from the plants a good deal of their beauty. 
Dead rose petals lying round the base of rose bushes spoil the 
pleasure which would otherwise be obtained from an array 
of roses in full bloom. 

There is the method of sheltering half-hardy and other delicate 
plants during the winter to be considered. A small greenhouse, 
preferably one which can be heated, is no doubt the best, but 
it is not always convenient for the occupier of a house and 
garden to erect one of these. One or two garden frames will 
as a rule serve the purpose admirably, although additional 
protection from severe frost may be necessary. This may take 
the form of soil or manure heaped along the sides of the frame 
and perhaps additional covering of some kind over the glass 
lights. If the frames are not of sufficient depth to take some 
of the taller plants, the soil on the inside of the frame should be 
removed until there is sufficient head room. In this way it will 
be possible to make use of the many plants which would other¬ 
wise be destroyed by the first severe frost. Those who have a 
heated greenhouse or conservatory will in addition be in a 
position to enjoy the beauty of a number of tender plants which 
are best kept under glass throughout the year. 

Lastly there are tender plants which, for one reason or another, 
it may not be convenient to lift and place under glass during the 
winter. Often these plants may be safely allowed to remain 
in the open if their base or crown, as the case may be, is well 
protected by means of litter or by a heap of ashes or some 
similar material so that frost is unable to reach that part of 
the plant which is most likely to receive injury. 
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ABF.LIA 

Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —This is a very ornamental shrub. The most hand¬ 
some garden kinds growing to a height of about three feet. 

Flowers. —Yellow, red, purple and pink. Usually in clusters. 

Propagation. —The best method of increasing these beautiful 
flowers is by cuttings, which should be taken with a “heel” 
and inserted in a frame during late summer. New plants may 
also be obtained by layering, which is best carried out in August. 

Culture. —There are both hardy and half hardy kinds, some 
of which are evergreen while others lose their leaves during 
the winter. The more hardy kinds may be grown out of doors 
in sheltered sunny positions. Other decorative kinds should 
be given space in a cold or gently heated greenhouse. They 
make a fine display as either trellis or pot plants and do best 
in a compost consisting of a mixture of peat and loam. If 
planted out in the spring a position against a south wall or fence 
is the most suitable. The position chosen should be well drained. 
Apart from thinning out old wood to allow light and air to get 
at the plant and to keep a good shape, very little pruning is 
needed. 

The Best Kinds. —Abelia floribunda (bears purple-rose flowers 
in June and July); A. grandiflora (pink-white flowers in August 
and September); A. triflora (pink-white flowers in August 
and September). 


ACHIMENES 
Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —Tuberous-rooted plants suitable for growing in 
hanging baskets. All kinds grow between twelve and eighteen 
inches high. 
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Flowers.—C rimson, blue, white and rose. 

Propagation. —These delightful plants may be increased 
by planting offsets from the tubers under glass during February 
or by cuttings which should be inserted during May. 

Culture. —The most suitable soil for these plants is a light 
sandy loam to which some leaf mould has been added, or a 
good compost may be made by mixing equal parts leaf mould, 
silver sand and good garden soil. The tubers should be planted 
singly in small pots or, better still, five to a five-inch pot during 
February. Good drainage is necessary if the plants are to do 
well, and to make sure of this rough soil or pebbles should 
be placed to a depth of a half-inch or more at the bottom of the 
pots. The tubers should be covered with about an inch of the 
prepared soil when planted and should be kept at a temperature 
of just over 55° F. Very little water should be given at first, but 
as the plants grow more quickly the quantity of water should 
be increased. Neat stakes, which should be kept well hidden, 
are best to support the plants. After flowering, water should 
be given less freely, and when dried off the rhizomes should 
be lifted and stored until the following season. To increase 
the period during which these plants may be had in flower it 
is a good plan to follow the first planting with others during 
March and April, with a final planting about the first week in 
May. 

The Best Kinds. — A. Admiration (red-purple); A. Celestial 
(pale mauve); A. coccinea (scarlet); A. longiflora (blue); A. 
longiflora alba (white); A. Pink Perfection (rose-magenta); A. 
picta (scarlet). 


ACROCLINIUM 

Other Names. —None. This flower is sometimes grouped 
with several others under the general head of Everlasting 
Flowers. 

Form. —The plants are of upright growth, having single flower 
heads at the top of each upright stem. 

Flowers.— Mostly rose and white. 

Propagation. —Almost always by means of seed sown in 
patches where the plants are to flower during June. Seed may 
also be sown in pots in a cold frame for winter decoration. 
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Culture. —These plants should be given a warm situation 
on a light sandy soil. They do not like root disturbance and 
should never be transplanted. If grown in pots they will need 
a rather richer soil. The compost for this purpose may consist 
of half sandy loam, the second half being made up of cow or 
stable manure well mixed with a small proportion of sharp 
sand. 

The Best Kinds. —Acroclinium roseum (rose); A. roseuin 
album (rosy white); A. roseum grandiflorum (large-flowered). 
These plants flower for several weeks, but if the bloom is wanted 
as everlasting for house decoration, the flowers should he 
gathered soon after they open. 


AGAPANTHUS 

Other Name. —The Agapanthus is an African Lily but it is 
rarely called by this name. 

Form. —The foliage of this plant is graceful, while the beautiful 
flower heads rise from the centre. The plants vary between 
eighteen and thirty-six inches in height. 

Flowers. —Large handsome heads of bloom are produced 
suitable for the greenhouse or conservatory or for massing in 
flower-beds in warm situations during the summer. They are 
also fine plants for growing in tubs or pots to stand out of doors 
during the warm months of the year. The flowers are blue or 
white. 

Propagation. —They are easily increased by means of offsets 
or by division in the early spring. 

Culture. —Two-thirds good garden loam mixed with leaf 
mould, manure and sand to form the other third, will be found 
most suitable. The time for potting or planting in tubs is March. 
Plenty of water will be needed during the summer and, if obtain¬ 
able, liquid manure should be given twice a week. The plants 
are quite hardy in the southern and warmer districts, but if 
allowed to remain outside through the winter elsewhere they 
should be well covered to protect them from frost. 

The Best Kinds. — Agapanthus umbellatus (bright blue); A. 
umbellatus florepleno (blue, double-flowered); A. umbellatus 
maximus (light blue, large-flowered); A. umbellatus minor (blue, 
smaller). August and September are the flowering months. 
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AGERATUM 

Other Name. —A name occasionally used is Floss Flower. 

Form. —The newer dwarf growing kinds are useful rock garden 
types. Taller growing varieties are sometimes used as pot plants, 
or as edging plants for beds or borders. The height varies between 
six and sixteen inches. 

Flowers. —These are usually produced in abundance during 
the flowering season. The flowers of garden varieties are mostly 
blue, lavender, white and rose. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in a light sandy loam from 
January to early spring in a cold frame or greenhouse. The 
seed should be barely covered with soil. When the young plants 
are big enough they should be pricked out, a dull dry day 
being chosen for doing this. They may also be increased by 
cuttings. 

Culture. —These plants do well in a light soil, which, if poor, 
should be enriched by manure. Little attention is needed after 
the plants have been pricked out into the beds and borders where 
they are to flower. The best time for planting out is from the 
middle to the end of June. If grown to flower in pots they 
should be syringed frequently with dear water to keep down 
red spider. 

The Best Kinds. —Ageratum mexicanum (blue and white); 
Blue Perfection (blue); Imperial Dwarf (blue); Imperial Dwarf 
White (white); Blue Star (blue); Little Dorrit (lavender); 
Victoria Louise (light blue); Lavender Band (lavender); Snow¬ 
flake (white). The flowering period is from May onwards 
through the summer. 


ALLIUM 

Other Names. —None. 

Form. —The ornamental kinds are beautiful hardy bulbs 
which grow from six to eighteen inches high. 

Blowers. —Mostly blue, white, yellow and lilac-rose. 
Propagation.— They are very easily increased by offsets 
from the bulbs. These should be planted in light soil in the 
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early spring at a depth of three or four inches. They may also 
be grown from seed which should be sown thinly in light soil 
during February or March. The young plants should be trans¬ 
planted to their flowering positions a year later. 

Culture. —These plants need very little attention during 
the growing season. They should be kept free from weeds and 
from time to time they will need lifting and replanting or they 
will become badly overcrowded. Some of the taller kinds should 
be supported by neat stakes during the flowering season. There 
are varieties suitable for the rock garden and others suitable 
for the border or for forcing in pots. The last should be planted 
in pots in October, five or six in a six inch pot, in a mixture of 
loam, leaf mould and sand. The pots are at first placed in a 
cold frame and covered with ashes. When the plants begin to 
grow they may be placed in a temperature of about 60° F. and 
are gradually exposed to the light. During the growing period 
they will need well watering, but after flowering watering 
should cease. 

The Best Kinds.— Allium Beesianum (blue); A. Moly, often 
called the Lily Leek (yellow); A. coeruleum (blue); A. Erdelii 
(white); A. neapolilanum (white); A. pedemontanum (rosy-purple); 
A. roseum (lilac-rose). June, July and August are the flowering 
months for most kinds. 


ALYSSUM 

Other Name. —Madwort. 

Form.—L ow growing perennials and annuals. 

Flowers. —The perennials are spring flowering and the 
annuals flower during the summer. They are produced in clusters 
at the head of branched stalks. 

Propagation. —The annuals should be sown in the open in 
the spring or early summer, or in the early autumn for spring 
flowering, and thinned when necessary. The perennials may be 
increased by cuttings taken during the summer, by division 
of the roots in the spring or autumn, or by seed sown in heat 
during the early spring and planted out later. 

Culture. —These plants like a shady or gritty soil and should 
be given a sunny situation. 
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The Best Kinds .—Alyssuin alpestre grows three inches high, 
bears bright-yellow flowers which bloom in May and June; 
A. mritimum, or Sweet Alyssum, is a white kind growing 
from four to six inches high and flowering from May to July; 
A. saxatile citrinum is a yellow kind which flowers during May 
and grows from six to ten inches high. 


AMARYLLIS 

Other Name. —The Belladonna Lily forms one of the most 
important garden groups of the Amaryllis family. 

Form.—B ulbous plants, either half hardy or hardy, which 
vary a good deal in size but often grow two and a half feet high. 

Flowers.— Produced in a cluster at the top of the flowering 
stem. Colours are usually whita. red or purple, although they 
vary a good deal. 

Propagation.— By seed sown m the spring or summer in 
pots or pans in a warm greenhouse. Peaty loam is the most 
satisfactory material in which to sow the seed. The seedlings 
should be transplanted when big enough to handle. The plants 
may also be increased by offsets from the bulbs. 

Culture.— In warm districts and in sheltered positions 
the plant may be grown out of doors, but additional protection 
should be given in the winter by covering with ashes or litter. 
The plant does best in a mixture of equal parts fibrous loam, 
leaf mould and sand. The bulbs should be inserted at a depth 
of between five and seven inches on a layer of sand, covered 
by the compost, which should be pressed firmly round them. 
If planted too deeply they will not flower freely. When planted 
the bulbs should not be disturbed for many years. June and 
July are the best planting months. These flowers do not flower 
freely when grown in pots. 

The Best Kinds. —Amaryllis Belladonna rubra major; A, 
Belladonna pallida , and A. Belladonna Parkeri. The flowering 
period of all is August and September. 
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AMERICAN COWSLIP 

Other Name.—D odecatheon. 

Form. —The delightfully pretty flowers are produced in 
umbels at the top of stiff upright stems, smaller growing varieties 
being about nine inches high, taller kinds reaching eighteen 
inches, each flower having a rather long stalk. The leaves group 
themselves in a similar manner to the primrose. All are hardy 
herbaceous perennials. 

Flowers.— These are cyclamen-like in form. The common 
colour is rose or purple-rose, but there are also white and lilac 
kinds. 

Propagation. —The most satisfactory method of increasing 
this plant is by dividing the crowns in the autumn. They may 
be also successfully divided in the spring, although autumn 
is best for the work. One or two kinds seed themselves freely. 

Culture. —They do equally well in the border or in sheltered 
positions in the rock garden, they also possess the advantage 
of thriving in moist situations or in shade and may be grown 
equally well in a cool greenhouse. Out of doors they do best in a 
mixture of loam and leaf mould, and may be planted during 
the spring or the autumn. If they are to be grown in a cool 
greenhouse they should be lifted during November and placed 
in six-inch pots in a cool frame until the first week in March 
when they are moved to their flowering quarters. After flowering 
they are best placed in a bed of coal ashes on the north side of a 
wall or fence for the rest of the summer. No attempt should be 
made to force these plants and they do not thrive in hot sunshine. 

The Best Kinds. —Dodecatheon Headersonii bears rose flowers 
in May; D. Jeffreyi (purple-rose in June and July); D. Lemoinei 
(various colours in June); D. Meadia (lilac, rose and white 
flowering from May to June). 


ANCHUSA 

Other Name, —AJkanet. 

Form. —These are annuals, biennials and perennials. The 
annuals are scarcely worth growing, but there are some good 
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half hardy biennials, and the perennials, which are hardy, are 
amongst the most beautiful herbaceous plants. Height from 
one to four feet. 

Flowers. —Of various shades of blue, one or two varieties 
having a purplish tint. They are very attractive to bees. 

Propagation. —This plant may be increased by seeds, by 
division of the roots or by root cuttings. Two of the varieties 
do not always come true from seed. Beds for seed sowing should 
be preferably of light soil and in a sheltered position, the seed 
being sown either in the spring or in the summer. Spring-sown 
plants are pricked and planted out in the autumn; summer- 
sown plants are pricked and planted out the following spring. 
To increase by means of root cuttings, pieces of root about a 
foot long are obtained and inserted in boxes of sandy soil. 
This may be done any time between September and March. 
Root cuttings inserted in this way quickly take growth. When 
growth begins the young plants are put in pots for a time before 
being planted out in the spring. 

Culture. —Anchusas are very easy to grow, although one or 
two of the more tender varieties will need a little protection 
during the winter. All kinds do best in a sunny situation, but 
any kind of soil of average quality will suit this plant. 

The Best Kinds. —Anchusa capensis is the best of the biennials; 
it grows to a height of about eighteen inches and bears blue 
flowers during July, The best perennial is the Dropmore, which 
is almost too beautiful to describe; it is in colour a bright blue 
and grows between three and five feet high. Other good kinds 
are Opal, which is a pale sky-blue, and Picotee, which is white 
with a blue centre. A useful rock garden species is A, myosotxdi- 
flora which grows about a foot high and is blue in colour. 


ANTIRRHINUM 

Other Name.—S napdragon. 

Form. —Hardy herbaceous perennials divided into three 
classes: tall, intermediate and dwarf; of rather bushy but up¬ 
right habit of growth. 

Flowers. —These are available in a wide range of delightful 
colours and are produced in the form of spikes. 
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Propagation. —Most often by seed sown in boxes during 
the summer, but also by seed sown in a sheltered situation in 
the open. It is possible also to obtain new plants by cuttings 
taken in the autumn and inserted in a frame for rooting, the 
frame being kept shaded. 

Culture. —Rooted cuttings will be ready for planting where 
they are wanted to flower in the spring. It does well in garden 
soil of good quality if the land is properly drained but it will 
not thrive b badly drained soil. It does well also b dry 
situations and as wall plants but should be placed in a sunny 
situation. 

The Best Kinds.— Cottage Maid is an attractive pink and 
white; Carmbe Kbg is a bright carmbe; Defiance is brilliant 
orange and C. H. Herbert is old gold. All these are tall growing. 
Among btermediates may be mentioned Scarlet Flame, which 
is a bright scarlet; Rose Queen is a soft salmon rose; Black 
Prince is a crimson and White Wonder is pure white. Among 
dwarfs. Apricot is rose on yellow; Coppery Red is a brilliant 
red; Yellow is a good yellow and Wild Rose is the pink of the 
wild rose. Fire Dragon is a vivid red. 


ARUM LELY 

Other Names. — Richardia, Calla Lily. 

Form. —Perennial tall-growbg plant havbg rhizomatous 
roots. None are hardy, they should be grown in a greenhouse 
or may be used for house decoration or for plantbg out of 
doors during the summer. Exceptionally graceful in form. 
Height from two to three feet. 

Flower. —The part which is usually called the flower of tbs 
plant is really a spathe, the actual flower bebg found on the 
spike contabed by the spathe. As is usual, the spathe is called 
the flower in this description. It is produced at the top of a 
long flower stem and is white or yellow, purple and yellow and 
rose colour and is very graceful b appearance. 

Propagation. —This plant is best bcreased by means of 
suckers, which are usually produced in fairly large numbers, 
The best time to take the young suckers is during the sprbg. 
as they will then become fairly established for flowering the 
following season. The suckers are best planted singly in pots 
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of suitable size and will do best if a little heat is provided to 
start them into growth. During the summer they should be 
placed in all the light possible, and about the end of July they 
may, with advantage, be placed out of doors, as this hastens 
their growth and ensures free flowering. They should be placed 
under cover again before the first sign of frost. 

Culture. —These plants need a rich compost, the best mixture 
consisting of about equal parts cow manure and good loam; 
a little sand may be added with advantage. If the plants are 
grown from purchased rhizomes, these are best obtained during 
September or October, and at once potted in fairly large pots. 
A six-inch pot is a suitable size to take a single plant and some¬ 
times two or three are grown together in eight-or nine-inch pots. 
The plants should be repotted at the same time each year, all 
suckers or offsets being removed when this is done, and the old 
soil being thoroughly shaken out. After established plants 
have flowered they should be watered freely and liquid manure 
should be applied from time to time. This treatment should 
go on until the end of June when the plants may be placed 
in the open air uutil the time for repotting again comes round. 
When in the open they should be given slight shade. The yellow 
kinds need more heat and should be potted up in February. 
For these, water should be reduced and gradually stopped 
altogether after flowering and they should be placed in a per¬ 
fectly frost-proof house or frame for the winter. The temperature 
for these should be kept at about 60° F. during the growing 
period. In southern countries where it is sufficiently warm 
the white arum lilies are at times planted in water from one to 
two feet deep, but this is not wise where there is the slightest 
danger of frost. It is sometimes the practice to turn the plants 
out of their pots and plant them in well manured beds in the 
open during the summer, placing them not nearer together than 
fifteen inches. Care must be taken to lift again before there is 
the slightest danger of frost. Great care must be taken to 
destroy green-fly by an insecticide or fumigation, or the beauty 
of this lily is destroyed. 

The Best Kinds. —Richardia africana (Lily of the Nile, White 
Arum or Trumpet Lily) grows two feet high and is white; R. 
africana childsiam is white and grows two feet high; Little Geni 
is a dwarf variety, white; R. Rehmanmi, rose; R. Melanoleuca, 
purple and yellow, and R. Elliottiana, yellow. 
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ASTER 

Other Names. —China Aster, Callistephus Chinensis. (The 
michaelmas daisy is not generally classed as an aster by amateur 
gardeners. It is given under the name by which it is best known). 

Form. —Half-hardy annuals varying from nine inches to two 
feet in height. 

Flowers. —These vary to such an extent, both in colour and 
character, that it is difficult to classify them. In the chrysan¬ 
themum-flowered types, the flowers resemble the plant from 
which the name is derived. The quilled aster, again, has flowers 
with tubular-like petals, The pteony-flowered aster resembles 
the pteony, while the flowers of single varieties resemble, to some 
extent, large brightly-coloured daisies. 

Propagation. —Usually by seed; two or three sowings may 
be made, the first being started with the aid of artificial heat 
if this is available. It is important that the plants should not 
receive a check from their first appearance to the time that they 
flower. If an early sowing is made under glass, the seedlings 
should be planted out as soon as they are sufficiently strong. 
If sown in beds where they are to flower, they should be thinned 
out as soon as they become at all crowded. Whether sown 
in pots or seed pans during March and April or in the open later 
than this, the seed should be barely covered with soil. No water 
should be given unless the soil gets very dry. When plants in 
pots or pans have reached their third leaf, they may be pricked 
out round the edges of pots until they are ready to go in their 
flowering positions. Early seed may be sown directly on to fine 
soil, spread over stable manure, if posts are put in to support 
sacking and litter or other protective material; such plants should 
be planted out directly into their flowering positions. It should 
be remembered, however, that the finest asters are those grown 
from seed later directly in the open air. 

Culture. —When grown from seed sown directly where the 
plants are to flower, early thinning is desirable. This should be 
continued from time to time until the smaller kinds spread 
eight inches from plant to plant and the taller kinds from twelve 
to fifteen inches apart each way. The surface of the soil should 
be frequently hoed lightly to keep down weeds. The stirring 
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also does good in other ways. Occasional applications of liquid 
manure win be beneficial if these can be given. The taller kind 
may need the support of stakes, but this is not necessary with 
the smaller-growing varieties. Water should, when necessary 
be given in the evening. Plants taken from the ground with a 
ball of soil attached and potted up just before the buds begin 
to swell or even when the flowers are open, will make finer 
plants for the house and will continue to thrive. 

The Best Kinds.—T hese are so numerous that it is not possible 
to give more than a selection. Comet, Ostrich Feather and 
Victoria are three good selections to be obtained in almost any 
colour. 


AUBRIETIA 

Other Name.— Purple Rock Cress. 

Form.—A hardy spreading perennial. 

Flowers.—T he pretty little flowers are produced in a mass 
and form a really attractive picture when the plants are out. 
Usually they are purple, but newer varieties include a number 
of other shades. 

Propagation. —This is easily carried out by dividing the roots 
after flowering. The divisions should be taken after the plant 
has flowered, and planted in a shady situation where they will 
provide a new supply for the following season. 

Culture.— These plants will grow in ordinary soil anywhere, 
except under the shade of trees. After flowering, when the 
foliage begins to look untidy, it is a good plan to clip it close 
to the ground, when it will send out a mass of new young green 
shoots, and will sometimes flower a second time. The new green 
shoots are much more attractive than is the withered foliage if 
this cutting back is neglected. 

The Best Kinds. —Bridesmaid is a rosy-pink kind; Dr. 
Mules is a purple; Crimson King is a ruby red; J. S. Baker is 
a violet blue flower with a white eye; Lavender and Lilac Queen 
are purple. 
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AURICULA 

Other Names .—Primula Awicula, Bear’s Ears. An old name 
is Mountain Cowslip. 

Form. —Of the Primula type, of which family it is a member, 
the flowers are home in compact clusters at the top of a rather 
long stalk. The plant is a hardy perennial and does not grow 
to any great height. 

Flowers. —There are two classes, known as Show Auriculas, 
which are known by the colour of the flower edge, and Alpine 
Auriculas, in which there is no edge colour to the flowers. 
These are known as Selfs. The flowers are somewhat similar 
to the June rose in shape, but the massed cluster at the apex 
of the stem gives them a very attractive appearance. 

Propagation. —In order to ensure obtaining plants true to 
their parents, the most satisfactory method of cultivation is 
by means of offsets or by root division. This is best carried out 
in the early spring, March being a suitable month. The work 
may also be carried out with success in August. The young 
plants are planted in pots which may be kept in a cool sheltered 
position in the open during the summer, but should be given 
the shelter of a cool greenhouse by early October. Seed may be 
sown either during August or in the spring, a light sandy soil 
giving the best results for the purpose. The seed should be barely 
covered by the soil. The young plants should be pricked out, 
three or four to a fair-sized pot as soon as they are big enough 
to handle. Later they should be potted up singly. 

Culture.— The Alpine section need very little care. They 
will grow well in borders and are particularly valuable for the 
north border. All kinds are slow growing. This section also 
does well in the rockery. Show Auriculas, that is, the edged 
section, do not need artificial heat, but they should be given the 
protection of glass during the winter. Loam, decayed leaves 
and sand in about equal parts makes the best compost for these. 
They should be watered well during the spring and summer 
and less freely, but regularly during the winter, except during 
very severe cold, when it is better not to water at all. 

The Best Kinds.— There is a very wide choice of delightful 
kinds. Edith, Day Dream, Firefly, Majestic and Silver Wood 
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are excellent Alpine varieties. Among Show varieties. Heather 
Bell is a good white edge; Prince Charming, a first class green 
edge, and for grey edge it would be difficult to beat George 
Rudd. New first-class varieties, however, are continually 
appearing. 


AUTUMN CROCUS 

Other Names. —Colchicum autumnale , Meadow saffron. 

Form. —Bulbous plants of the crocus type, although they 
are not true crocuses. Usually three or four inches in height. 
Very poisonous. 

Flowers. —These look very much like the crocus, except 
that the autumn crocus has six stamens and the true crocus 
only three. The flower stalks, which are tubular, easily break 
and should there be heavy rain-storms or wind during the 
flowering period, may be ruined. Purple and rose-lilac and white. 

Propagation. —By offsets taken when the leaves are dying 
and planted where they are to flower. 

Culture. —This pretty autumn plant is easy to grow and 
will thrive in most soils, but prefers a rather heavy loam to a very 
light soil. The bulbs are planted in clusters at a depth of about 
six inches. When the clusters become crowded they should be 
lifted and thinned. 

The Best Kinds. —The Double Purple, Double White and 
the Striped are the most favoured. 


AZALEA 

Other Names. —None. 

Form. —Plants similar to, and needing very much the same 
treatment as rhododendrons. The usual height varies from 
about one to seven feet according to the variety. Hardy varieties 
are mostly deciduous, the evergreen kinds mostly needing the 
protection of a greenhouse. 

Flowers. —Rhododendron-like shrubs varying in colour 
from white to salmon, lilac, bright red, scarlet and orange, as 
well as many other shades. When good varieties are grown 
the plants during the flowering period are a mass of colour. 
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Propagation.— The best method is by means of layers during 
the month of March. The layers should be nicked or twisted. 
It is a good plan to cover with moss the part of the layer to be 
buried in the ground, as, by doing this, roots are encouraged 
to form more quickly. The rooted layers should not be taken 
from the parent plant until after the second season’s growth. 
The Indica half-hardy hybrids, which are such valuable plants 
from a decorative point of view, may be increased by cuttings 
of half ripened wood, about three or four inches long, taken 
in the spring. A mixture of peat and silver sand is the best 
rooting material and the temperature for rooting should be 
kept at about 55° F. 

Culture. —Out-of-door varieties are best planted during the 
autumn or the early spring, not closer together than three feet 
unless they are in beds, when they may be placed about two feet 
six inches apart. A sheltered position in partial shade is best 
although when grown in beds they may be placed in full sun¬ 
light with advantage, as this tends to keep them compact and 
small in size. No pruning is necessary, but any ungainly shoots 
which give the plants an unbalanced appearance, should be 
nipped off. Plenty of water should be given if the summer 
is dry and dead flowers should be removed from the plants. 
Greenhouse varieties should be planted firmly in pots during 
the autumn in a mixture of loam and sandy peat. Six-to ten- 
inch pots should be used according to the size of the plants. 
The plants are placed in a cold frame until about the last week 
in November, when they may be moved into the house as 
required, keeping them in a warm moist condition, but not 
overdoing this until they get accustomed to the change. 

The Best Kinds. — Hardy Species. Azalea calendulacea bears 
orange flowers in June and grows between two and eight feet 
in height; A. rosaeflora grows one foot high and bears salmon 
flowers in May; A. ledifolia bears white flowers in June and 
grows from two to six feet in height; A. midiflora bears pink 
and white flowers in April and grows between three and four 
feet high; A. pontica bears yellow flowers in May and June 
and grows between four and six feet high. 

Greenhouse Species. — A. amoena bears crimson-purple flowers 
in April and grows between one and two feet high; A. balsaminae- 
flora has salmon-red flowers in April and grows from one to 
two feet high; A. Indica (Indian Azalea) bears scarlet flowers 
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in May and grows from one to two feet high; A. Hermosa has 
bright rose flowers from January to May, height being between 
one and two feet; A. Apollo has double scarlet flowers from 
January to May and grows from one to two feet high; A. 
Vuylstekeaim has brilliant crimson flowers between January 
and May and grows from one to two feet high. The three last 
are hybrids. 


AZALEODENDRON 

Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —A cross between the rhododendron and azalea. 
Grows from three to six feet high. 

Flowers.—F lame-red in colour and similar to the azalea 
in form. 

Propagation. —Chiefly by layers or cuttings. If layering is 
carried out the layers should be nicked. The rooted layers may 
be separated from the parent plant after the second season. 

Culture. —Planted in the autumn or early spring, many of 
these are charming garden plants. The plants should not be 
pruned, but should have odd shoots removed to keep them 
shapely. These plants should be well watered during a dry 
summer and dead flowers should be removed from the plants. 

The Best Kind. —Azalea Mollis, of which there is a wide and 
delightful range of hybrids. 


BABOON ROOT 

Other Name.—B abiana. 

Form.—T hese are dwarf half-hardy bulbs having pale-green 
hairy foliage, growing between six inches and a foot high. 

Flowers.—B rightly coloured, blooming during May and June. 
There are scarlet, crimson, blue, mauve and purple varieties. 

Propagation—A s usual with bulbs this is carried out by 
means of offsets planted in sandy peat and loam. 

Culture.—I n sheltered situations these plants will thrive 
out of doors, but they are not fully hardy and usually do better 
in a cold greenhouse. They should be planted during October, 
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about four going in a four-and-a-half-inch pot. The most 
suitable compost is leaf mould and cow manure with sandy loam, 
or with good garden loam to which some sand has been added. 
If it is decided to plant in sheltered situations in the open the 
bulbs should be put in at a depth of four inches with a space of 
four inches from bulb to bulb. During the growing period the 
bulbs will need to be watered frequently and after they have 
finished flowering they should be watered from time to time with 
weak liquid manure. These applications should finish when 
the leaves turn yellow. The plants should then be dried off; 
if in pots or out of doors they should be lifted and stored until 
planting time again arrives. 

The Best Kinds. —Babicma stricta rubro-cyanea is undoubtedly 
the finest, it has brilliant blue flowers with a basal zone of 
crimson. B. ringens is another handsome form, although 
its scarlet flowers are rather irregular in shape. 


BALSAM 

Other Name. —Impatiens. 

Form. —A half-hardy annual which grows about a foot and 
a half high. 

Flowers. —If well grown these should consist of five large 
double blooms. Rose, vermilion and mauve are the more 
usual colours. 

Propagation. —Usually by seed sowing. Equal parts of leaf 
mould and sandy loam or good garden loam to which sand may 
be added is a suitable medium in which to sow the seeds. The 
first sowing may be made in heat in February, and plants from 
this sowing should begin to flower by midsummer. If further 
sowings are made at intervals a continuous succession of blooms 
may be maintained until the autumn. 

Culture. —As soon as the seedlings can be handled they 
should be pricked out into a mixture of leaf mould and sand. 
As they grow they should be transferred to larger pots until 
they are finally placed in seven-inch pots for flowering. A com¬ 
post consisting of fibrous peat, leaf mould and sand is well 
suited for this final potting. A moist atmosphere is necessary 
and preventive measures should be taken against red spider 



38 BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS — HOW TO GROW THEM 


from time to time. For planting out of doors plants should 
be carefully hardened off and placed in their flowering quarters 
about the second week in May, or should frost and severe weather 
continue beyond the usual time, planting out should be delayed 
a week or two beyond this time. 

The Best Kinds, —Impatiens Balsamina, of which there are 
several varieties; I. Holstii, vermilion; I. Oliverii, mauve; and 
/. i Sultani, rose, are all good. 


BARBERRY 

Other Name, —Berberis. 

Form. —Hardy flowering shrubs some of which are ever¬ 
green while others are deciduous. The stems are usually thorny. 
Height varies considerably, some kinds growing only about two 
feet high, while the large growing kinds may reach from ten 
to fifteen feet high. 

Flowers. —Beautiful yellow or orange flowers are produced 
in the spring or early summer and later in the year ornamental 
berries, which may be purple, red or black, render these plants 
additionally attractive. 

Propagation. —The simplest method is by means of suckers 
which simply need separating from the parent plant and planting 
where they are to go. Cuttings may be taken and firmly inserted 
during the autumn or early spring in the open or in frames. 
Suitable branches may be pegged down and carefully layered 
in July or August. Growing from seed is not very satisfactory 
if true varieties are wanted. 

Culture. —Evergreen varieties should be planted in the 
spring or the autumn and the deciduous kinds any time from 
the autumn to the spring when the weather and the soil con¬ 
ditions are suitable. The barberry will grow in any ordinary 
garden soil Very little pruning is needed except to prevent the 
bushes from straggling too far afield. 

The Best Kinds. —There is such a wide range of varieties 
from which choice may be made that it is difficult to make a 
selection. Comet, Firefly and rubrostilla are all desirable varieties. 
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BARTONIA 

Other Name, —Mentzelia. 

Form. —Mostly half-hardy annuals or biennials, although 
some varieties are treated as hardy. The height varies from 
one to four feet. 

Flowers.— In proportion to the size of the plant these are 
large and either golden yellow or white in colour. When a 
number of plants are seen together in full bloom they form a 
delightful picture. 

Propagation. —Usually by seeds. Seed of annuals may be 
sown thinly in the open air in a warm sunny position in the 
spring or a slight hot bed may be used as a seed bed. The biennial 
should be sown later in the year, during the summer, and will 
need the protection of glass during the winter. Depth of sowing 
about one quarter of an inch. 

Culture.— When the seedlings have grown sufficiently large 
to be handled they should be transplanted to eighteen inches 
apart or thinned out to this distance. For pot culture the 
plants should be transplanted to small pots with plenty of 
drainage material in the bottom. The pots should be filled with 
a sandy loam to which a little peat has been added. Out of doors 
a sandy loam is the most suitable. When winter sets in biennial 
varieties should be placed on a dry shelf in a greenhouse or should 
be placed on dry ashes in a frame. 

The Best Kinds.— The best annuals are Bartonia Albescens, a 
white variety, and B. aurea, a golden-flowered kind. The latter 
does well in moist peaty soil. Good biennials are B. nuda , a 
white-flowered kind, and B. ornata, also white, growing about 
two feet high. 


BEGONIA 


Other Names. —None. 

Form. —There are both tuberous and fibrous-rooted forms. 
There are a few good hybrids between the fibrous and the 
tuberous-rooted kinds. Most of the garden varieties are useful 
for summer bedding purposes, but there are a few good hanging- 
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basket kinds and a number of useful winter-flowering kinds for 
indoor decoration. 

Flowers.— These have been improved greatly of late years. 
In the best varieties they are large and very beautiful, as well 
as being brightly coloured. The most usual colours are white, 
rose, scarlet, pink as well as several shades of red. 

Propagation. —Fibrous-rooted kinds may be increased by 
seeds, the seed being well ripened before collecting and kept 
dry. Seed should be sown in pans or pots of light sandy soil, 
great care being taken that the drainage is thorough, and water 
should be applied before the seed is sown. The temperature 
should be about 60° to 65° F. On no account should the seed be 
covered with soil or it will fail to germinate. The pots or pans 
should be covered with a sheet of glass and shaded from bright 
sunlight. When the plants are big enough to handle, they 
should be pricked off into boxes or pans filled with a compost 
of light leaf mould and here they may remain until they are 
big enough to be given a pot each. Tuberous-rooted kinds do 
not come true from seed, but some delightful colours may be 
obtained by growing them in this way. B. Semperflorens may 
be increased by means of basal cuttings from plants which 
have been lifted and placed in pots in a warm greenhouse 
through the winter. Perennial begonias may be increased by 
means of cuttings, which will root well if inserted in sand or 
leaf mould in small pots in a temperature of between 60° and 
70° F. These may also be increased by means of leaf cuttings 
which should be laid on sand. Old leaves are most suitable for 
the purpose and these should have a cut made across the main 
vein on the underside of the leaf. Small pebbles or pieces 
of rock should be laid on the leaves to hold them in position. The 
bulbils which form should be potted up when they are big enough. 

Culture. —Tuberous-rooted begonias intended for planting 
in beds should be started in warmth about the beginning of 
March. Water should be given carefully at first and the plants 
moved to a cold frame when the shoots are about three-quarters 
of an inch high. Care should be taken to give additional pro¬ 
tection against late frosts if this is needed. Usually it is safe to 
plant out early in June in beds which have received a good 
mulching of short well-rotted manure, the tubers being put in 
at a depth of from two to three inches, The plants should be 
watered freely during the summer and will flower from July 
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until cut by frosts in the autumn. After flowering, the plants 
should be lifted, gradually dried off and stored in boxes of dry 
soil in a place which is safe from frost until they are again wanted. 
Bedding begonias should receive some shade from hot sun. 
Ornamental and variegated-leaved begonias should be potted 
up in the spring and kept in a moist atmosphere in a temperature 
between 50° and 60° F. They should be watered freely and 
shaded from hot sun. Watering should be reduced in the winter, 
but should not entirely cease. 

The Best Kinds. —Of the vast number from which a selection 
may be made, it is only possible here to mention a few. A few 
good fibrous rooted kinds are Begonia acuminata, which is white 
tinted with red; B. coccinea, a delightful red; B. manicata, a shell 
pink; B. semperflorens, which may be obtained in many varieties; 
and B. socotrana, an attractive rose. Mrs. L. de Rothschild is 
a delicate pink winter-flowering kind and Tumford Hall is a 
bluish white which also flowers in winter. A few good tuberous- 
rooted kinds are Black Knight; Irene Tambling; King Albert; 
Canary Bird, a good yellow; Peace, cream and yellow; Lady 
Tweedmouth and Old Gold. Betta is a beautiful salmon-pink 
suitable for the hanging basket; Golden Flower is a charming 
yellow useful in the same way, as is also Rob Roy, a double 
crimson. 


BIGELOW’S ASTER 

Other Names. —None. 

Form. —A biennial aster, growing about thirty inches high. 

Flowers. —Yellow-centred, surrounded by lilac, about two 
and a half inches in diameter. They are produced in flat-topped 
trusses which give them a delightful appearance. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in May in a sheltered bed, the 
seedlings being pricked out, when sufficiently large, to a sunny 
situation where they are to flower, taking care that the soil is 
well drained. 

Culture, —Once the young plants have been put in their 
flowering positions, there is no difficulty in the culture of 
this plant. Care should be taken to keep down weeds, and in 
very dry weather water may be applied to the base of the plant. 
On poor soil a little liquid manure applied occasionally will not 
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be out of place. In some situations the support of a stake will 
be welcomed. 

The Best Kind. —Aster Bigelovii. 


BIGNONIA 

Other Name, —Trumpet Flower. 

Form.—T he most attractive of these are half-hardy climbing 
plants. There are also many kinds needing heat. 

Flowers. —These plants are very free flowering. Given the 
name of Trumpet Flower because they bear some resemblance 
in shape to a trumpet. 

Propagation. —The most satisfactory method of increasing 
these plants is by cuttings. Strong shoots, three joints in length, 
will make good cuttings, taking care, if at all possible, to obtain 
short-jointed shoots. If the shoots are long-jointed, only two 
joints should be obtained. Early spring is the best time to 
take the cuttings and these should be inserted in pots, filled with 
sandy soil, under a frame or bell glass, or ripened shoots may 
be treated in the same way in the autumn. Slight bottom heat 
should be provided and the temperature should not fall below 
40° F. If the cuttings are taken in the spring they should be 
watered very carefully at first. When well rooted, the plants 
should be planted in small pots containing a mixture of half- 
fibrous loam, a little peat, if available, sand and leaf mould 
—the most satisfactory compost for the plant. 

Culture. —After the first potting the plants should be kept 
away from full light for a short time. It will be about a year 
before they are ready to go in their permanent positions. Big- 
nonias are best planted in rather restricted positions, whether 
in the greenhouse or on the south side of a wall, otherwise they 
are likely to spread too far afield. The best and healthiest 
shoots should be allowed to grow throughout the summer and 
these should be trained to catch as much sunlight as possible. 
Unless the shoots are well matured by exposure to the sun, the 
plants will not flower freely. 

The Best Kinds.— There is a very wide choice from which a 
selection may be made. Some of the best are Bignonia 
aequinoxialis, which produces yellow flowers, in June; B. 
aurantiaca, a pretty orange variety; B. elongata has purple flowers; 
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B, Clematis clematis-like flowers which are white with a yellowish 
tinge inside the lobes; Lindley’s Bignonia is a variegated variety 
and B. litoralis has pink or red flowers from May to July. 


BLEEDING HEART 

Other Names.— Dicentra, Dielytra. 

Form. —Hardy herbaceous perennials, some of which have 
tuberous roots, in others the roots are fibrous. These plants 
vary considerably in height, some being only three or four 
inches tall and well suited for the rock garden, others growing 
from three to six feet. The foliage is fern-like. 

Flowers. —White, red, purple or yellow, produced on long 
rather delicate stems. The flowers are heart-shaped and are 
delightful in both form and colour. 

Propagation.— These plants are easily increased by dividing 
the crowns in March or April or again in September, or by 
cutting and planting pieces of the fleshy roots. 

Culture.— Planting is best carried out during the autumn 
or spring. The plants may be moved any time between the 
middle of October and the middle of March when weather 
and soil conditions are suitable, although it is not usually 
advisable, except for special reasons, to plant during the height 
of winter. Although these plants are hardy, the best results 
will be obtained if they are given a sheltered situation where 
they can receive a fair amount of sun. In very severe winters 
they should be given slight protection. These plants are often 
grown in pots and forced. They should, for this purpose, be 
potted up in September or early October in a mixture of sandy 
loam in well-drained pots and placed in a cold frame until 
they are ready for the house. It is a mistake to place these 
plants in too great heat, the temperature should never be allowed 
to rise above 55° F. After they have flowered the plants should 
be moved back to the frames and planted out in borders when 
the danger of severe frost is over. It is best to pot up new plants 
every year. They make really beautiful decorative plants for 
the house in the spring when treated in this way. 

The Best Kinds. —Dicentra canadensis is a white kind which 
grows only six inches high and flowers in May; D. chrysantha is a 
delightful yellow, it flowers in September and grows about three 
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feet high; D. eximia is purple-crimson in colour, it Sowers in 
May and grows about a foot high; D. thalictrifolia bears yellow 
flowers in June and July. 


BROOM 


Other Name.—C ytisus. 

Form. —These are hardy deciduous shrubs. The most orna¬ 
mental kinds vary in height from between about two and eight 
feet. Some kinds are of trailing habit, suitable for the rock garden. 

Flowers.—W hite, purple or yellow in colour. The flowers 
are produced freely along flowering shoots. 

Propagation. —Brooms are easily increased by means of 
seed which may be sown in beds of fine soil in September or early 
October. Cuttings will also root easily if taken in the spring. 
March and April are the best months for this, although August 
cuttings will also succeed. The cuttings should be inserted in 
pots in a frame. When rooted they should be placed near 
the glass and allowed to remain there until the time arrives 
to plant them in their permanent positions. Greenhouse kinds 
may be increased by means of cuttings of young shoots, which 
should be three or four inches long and taken with a heel. These 
aie inserted under a bell glass and are placed in heat or in a 
close frame, when they will form roots freely. When they are 
rooted they should be hardened slowly and potted, when small 
flowering plants may be had within twelve months. 

Culture.— Before planting, which should be done in October, 
all branches should be cut back by about a third. Very little 
pruning is needed, but the plants should be trimmed each year to 
keep them in shape. Varieties which bloom in the late summer 
or autumn should be pruned the following March. Varieties 
which bloom in the spring should be pruned after they have 
flowered. These beautiful plants do well in ordinary garden 
soil. Brooms may be grown in pots if they are potted up in 
the spring in a mixture of turfy loam, two parts, and a third 
part of leaf mould and coarse sand. The plants should be 
cut hard back after they have flowered and kept in the warm 
for a time. During May they should be hardened off and the 
pots placed on dry soil or ashes until late September or October. 
They should then be placed in a cool greenhouse and not 
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watered very much until they begin to show signs of growth when 
regular, but not overabundant, watering should begin. When 
the flowers begin to open the plants will receive a good deal of 
benefit if they are given occasional applications of liquid manure. 

The Best Kinds. —Cytisus albus is a white kind which flowers 
in May and grows from four to eight feet high; C. Ardoinii bears 
yellow flowers during May and June and is of a trailing habit 
of growth; C. Beanii bears yellow flowers in May and grows 
from two to four feet high; C. DaJlimorei has pink flowers in 
June and grows three feet high; C. purpureus may be had in red, 
pink or white. It flowers in June and grows from two to three 
feet high. Two good border kinds are Donard Seedling and 
Dorothy Walpole which grow about five feet high and flower 
in May. 


BUSH POPPY 

Other Names.— Romneya, Matilifa Poppy. 

Form.—A tall half-hardy perennial having charming close 
foliage. 

Flowers. —When grown to perfection the plant produces a 
fine fringe of white flowers which are delicate in texture and of 
lustrous appearance from June to September. The flowers 
are produced on the end of new shoots and on side shoots near 
the points. 

Propagation. —The bush poppy may be increased by division 
of the roots during March, but there is sometimes difficulty 
in getting the plants to come well from division. Cuttings of 
pieces of root taken in the autumn is another method of pro¬ 
pagation, or the plants may easily be increased by seed sown 
in the spring. 

Culture.— This plant must have perfect drainage or it will 
not thrive. It is a good plan to mix some old mortar rubble 
in the soil where it is intended to plant, or it will do well in sandy 
soil which has been fed with manure. Planting should take place 
in March. Pruning consists in cutting out all dead wood in the 
spring, and weak shoots should be cut back. In southern 
countries and warmer parts, this plant will do well out of doors, 
but in the north or in exposed positions it should be protected 
with litter or packing during the winter. In really cold areas 
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it should be grown under glass. For pot culture, the plants 
should be potted up in the spring in seven-inch pots in a mixture 
of leaf mould, peat and sand. 

The Best Kinds. —Romneya Coulteri is fairly hardy, grows five 
feet high, and flowers from June to September; R. trichocalyx 
is an improvement on this, but is similar in height and time 
of flowering. The flowers are white. 


BUTTERFLY FLOWER 

Other Names. —Schizanthus, Fringe Flower, Poor Man’s 
Orchid. 

Form. —Half-hardy annuals of very attractive upright habit 
of growth. Height varies between one and a half and four 
feet. 

Flowers.— Very showy and rather curiously shaped. There 
are white, orange, purple and white varieties as well as one 
kind bearing yellow flowers tipped with lilac. 

Propagation. —Seed may be sown in the open in March 
or April to flower in the summer, or a sowing may be made in 
pots during August and September for the young plants to flower 
in the early spring. If grown from seeds sown in pots, the young 
plants should be planted one to a pot when big enough and kept 
in a frame or in a room or greenhouse which is safe from frost. 
No heat is necessary. A seven-inch pot will be large enough to 
take two or three plants together, and grown in this they form a 
mass of elegant foliage, quite apart from the charm of their 
flowers. 

Culture. —Soil should be well manured and of a rather loose 
texture for these plants to do well. Where the garden consists 
of a good loam which can be enriched by manure, these plants 
make charming bedding subjects. Plants grown in beds may 
need carefully staking, although this is not always necessary. 
Grown in pots it is advisable to prick out the growing points 
when suflBcient growth has been made, and later the growing 
points of the laterals should also be nipped out as this en¬ 
courages compact growth and free flowering. Staking is almost 
always necessary when the plants are grown in pots. 

The Best Kinds. —Schizanthus pinnatus, a purple and white 
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kind, and S. retusus, a salmon-rose and orange kind which can 
be had in a number of varieties, are suitable for outdoor bedding; 
S. Grahami is a beautiful scarlet and S. grandiflorus > a fine orange. 
There is a dwarf pure white variety called Snowflake. 


CACTUS 

Other Names. —Melon Thistle, Vegetable Camel. 

Form. —This plant may be obtained in hundreds of different 
forms all of which possess fleshy stems which carry sufficient 
moisture for the plant to live for a considerable period without 
water. Many kinds are armed with prickles, some of which are 
rather poisonous. This family varies in height from a few inches 
to several feet. Many kinds have few or no leaves, in other kinds 
the leaves are usually arranged spirally. 

Flowers. —These are as a rule found singly. In some the 
flowers open at night, in others by day. Mostly the flowers 
are very showy, being brightly coloured and attractive. 

Propagation.-— Cuttings are easily obtained and, with most 
kinds, may be rooted without difficulty. Any part of the plant 
may be cut away to form a cutting during the summer. They 
should be severed with a sharp knife and laid on a shelf in a 
sunny position for the wound to heal. Roots will be sent out and 
the cutting should then be planted in a pot filled with sandy soil. 
Syringing should be carried out regularly until the cuttings are 
established. A form of grafting is also carried out by which the 
graft and the stock are cut across horizontally, the sections so 
formed being placed together and tied very lightly with the aid 
of soft string. If it is intended to grow cacti from seed, the seed 
should be sown in sandy soil and placed in a rather shady position 
until the seed germinates. Spring is the best time for seed sowing 
and after the seed has germinated the tiny plants should be 
watered liberally, but carefully, until they have reached a fair size. 

Culture. —The hardy forms do not need a great deal of 
attention. They should be given a sheltered position in the 
sun in the rock garden or on a wall. Semi-hardy kinds, suitable 
for growing in the open, should receive the protection of glass 
in the winter. Other kinds grown in pots should be potted 
up in the spring so that the plants will be well at home before 
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winter sets in. Water should be applied in very small quantities 
for some time after potting. The most important point in 
watering these plants is that while water should be applied 
regularly, every care should be taken to avoid saturation. A 
single watering a week is usually enough, but when the weather 
is severe, unless the plants are in heat, the amount of water 
should be reduced to very small quantities. The most satis¬ 
factory temperature for most forms of cacti is between 50° 
and 55° F. in the winter and 70° and 80° F. in the summer. In 
full s unshine they will not take any harm in a temperature of 
90° F. 

The Best Kinds. —Among the host of kinds, it is possible to 
give here only a few which have been selected, both because of 
their beauty and the fact that they are not difficult to grow. 
Cereus caespitosus produces bright rose-coloured flowers freely 
and grows about eight inches high; C. flagelliformis (Rat’s Tail 
Cactus) has brilliant cerise-red flowers produced in the spring 
or early summer. This cactus has trailing growths which at 
times reach a length of four feet. C. polycanthus has bright red 
flowers in the spring and grows about ten inches high; C. 
speciossimus grows about six feet high and is suitable for training 
against the walls of small greenhouses. Its flowers are a delightful 
crimson and are produced in the spring. Echinocactus mamill- 
aroides grows five inches high, flowers in the summer, and bears 
bright yellow flowers, down the middle of each petal of which 
there is a red band; E. Simpsonii (Hedgehog Cactus) has red 
flowers in the summer; Opuntia ficus indica (Prickly Pear) 
has yellow flowers in June and is a rather tall-growing kind; 
Phyllocactus Edwardsii is a garden cactus producing medium¬ 
sized red flowers; P. Etoile de Poissy is another garden variety 
which produces orange flowers shaded with violet. 


CALCEOLARIA 

Other Name. —Slipper Flower. 

Form. —Herbaceous perennials and annuals. There is also 
a shrubby kind, particularly suitable for bedding purposes. 

Flowers. —These are of a rather unusual shape, but in the 
opinion of the writer they do not look at all like slippers. They 





Ageratum, Sutton’s Imperial Dwarf Blue. 
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are usually produced in clusters at the top of the flowering 
stems and vary a good deal in colour. 

Propagation. —The shrubby section may be increased by 
means of cuttings taken in August, which are best placed in sandy 
soil in a cold frame facing north. These when rooted should 
be planted in three-inch pots and placed in a light sunny frame 
until February, or cuttings of vigorous young shoots may be 
taken from near the base in September and rooted under glass. 
To increase the herbaceous section, seed may be sown in pots 
or boxes any time between June and August or in March. The 
pots or boxes should be filled with light sandy soil which should 
be soaked with water before the seed is sown. The seed should 
not be covered with soil. As soon as the young plants are big 
enough to handle, they should be pricked out into pans or 
boxes at a distance of about two inches apart and kept in a closed 
frame until they are well established. Air should be admitted 
gradually until they are sufficiently acclimatised to be planted 
in the positions they are to occupy. It is also possible to increase 
the herbaceous kinds by dividing them in the spring or by taking 
cuttings during the autumn which should be inserted in sand 
in a frame to root. 

Culture. —Shrubby calceolarias should have their points 
pricked out about the middle of February. The plants should 
then be transferred to four-inch pots and moved again to 
eight-inch pots as soon as the roots become crowded. When 
the plants begin to form flower spikes, weak liquid manure 
may be applied two or three times weekly. Greenfly may prove 
troublesome and this should be dealt with by spraying or 
fumigation. A good potting compost is fibrous loam and leaf 
mould in equal proportions, with a little well-rotted manure. 
Full protection should be provided against frost. If intended 
for bedding the plants should not be repotted, but inserted 
in sandy soil in. a cold frame. These may be hardened and 
planted where they are to remain any time after the middle of 
April or during May, according to weather conditions. Flower¬ 
pots turned upside down with the holes covered or blocked up, 
form an effective protection against frost, should this occur. 
The beds these plants are to occupy should be well manured. 
Herbaceous calceolarias should be kept during the winter in a 
frost-proof frame or greenhouse. The plants should be potted 
in seven-inch pots about the end of January. The soil In the 

D 
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pots should be kept moist, but not too wet. As the flower stems 
shoot upwards, they should be given the support of neat stakes. 

The Best Kinds. —Among the best rock-garden kinds are 
Calceolaria plantaginea, which grows about a foot high and 
produces yellow flowers from June to August; C. polyrrhiza 
grows to a height of about nine inches and bears yellow flowers 
with brown spots from June to August. A few useful bedding 
kinds are C. Bronze Prince, yellow; C. Sultan, maroon; C. 
Veitchii, creamy white, flowering from May to September and 
growing between one and four feet in height; C. mexicana is 
an annual, bearing yellow flowers in late summer and autumn 
and growing about a foot high. 


CALIFORNIAN BLUEBELL 

Other Name. — Nemopliila. 

Form. —A dwarf-growing hardy annual, some kinds of which 
grow not much more than four or five inches high, others grow 
to a height of one and a half feet. 

Flowers. —Usually produced singly at the apex of the flower¬ 
ing stem. Colours mostly blue, white or blotched. 

Propagation. —By seed which should be sown where the plants 
are to flower. For a summer display, sow any time during April, 
and for flowering in the spring, sow during August. The seed 
should be sown thinly and the plants thinned out to eight or 
nine inches apant to get the best result. 

Culture. —These plants are well suited for rockeries, borders, 
and beds. They form excellent edgings and are of the simplest 
culture; once they have been carefully thinned to the right 
distance apart, they need no attention at all. 

The Best Kinds. — Nemophila insignis bears a sky-blue flower, 
having a white centre, during the spring and summer, it grows 
from nine to fifteen inches high; N. maculata produces a white 
flower with a violet-purple blotch on each lobe, it flowers during 
the summer and grows from six to eight inches high; N. menziesii 
is a species of which there are many varieties, some white, others 
blue, and some purple white, others again are spotted, it flowers 
from July to September and varies from about four to twelve 
inches in height. 
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CALIFORNIAN POPPY 

Other Names. —Platystemon californicus. Cream Cups, 
Poppywort. 

Form.—A poppy-like hardy annual growing about nine 
inches high. 

Flowers. —Pale yellow, carried on slender stems. 

Propagation. —Seed may be sown on any light soil in the 
spring or autumn and the plants thinned to five or six inches apart. 

Culture. —Will look after itself if thinned out carefully, 
but does best in a sunny situation. It makes the finest display 
when sown in groups. It is suitable for rock gardens, beds and 
borders. 

The Best Kind. —Platystemon californicus. 


CAMASSIA 

Other Name. —Quamash. 

Form. —Hardy bulbous plants which vary in height a great 
deal, some kinds growing as high as six feet. 

Flowers. —Blue, mauve or white in colour, produced in spikes 
on rather slender upright stems, and very attractive in appear¬ 
ance. The flowers are star-like in shape. 

Propagation. —Usually by offsets which are freely produced 
and are best removed when in a dormant condition. Grown in 
warm situations seeds are produced, which, when ripe, may be 
collected and either sown at once or in the following spring in 
a warm position out of doors, or in pots or boxes under glass. 
The seedlings should not be moved for two years, being trans¬ 
planted where they are wanted to flower, in February. 

Culture. —Well grown, these flowers are of a very striking 
appearance and are specially suited for growing in clumps in the 
herbaceous border. There is no doubt that they will do best 
if planted in a light, warm soil, but they are worth trying on 
rather stiffer land if this is not too wet. On waterlogged or 
exceptionally wet soil they are likely to die off in the winter. 
These bulbs do best in partial shade. The best time to plant 
is in the autumn during September or October and depth of 
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planting from four to six inches, according to the size of the 
bulbs. It is a good idea to place a little sand in the bottom of the 
holes before planting. Once planted and doing well, the camassia 
is best allowed to remain undisturbed for several years, being 
lifted and replanted only when the clumps get too crowded. 

The Best Kinds. —Camassia Cusickii produces pale blue or 
mauve flowers in June or July and grows to a height of three 
feet; C. esculenta bears deep blue flowers towards the end of 
May or early in June and grows a foot and a half high; C. 
esculenta (Orion) has rich blue flowers in May and grows two 
feet tall; C. esculenta (Blue Queen) produces pale blue flowers 
about the end of May and grows three feet high; C. Fraseri 
(Wild Hyacinth) bears its sky-blue flowers in May or June and 
grows a foot and a half high; C. Leichtlinii (Violet Queen) 
is a tall variety producing pale blue flowers in May. It some¬ 
times attains six feet in height. 


CAMELLIA 

Other Name.— Japanese Rose. 

Form. —Hardy or half-hardy evergreen shrubs. Those most 
suitable for our purpose vary from three to seven feet in height, but 
there are taller growing kinds which sometimes reach twenty feet. 

Flowers.— These are mostly white, pink or red and because 
of their large size they are very striking in appearance. 

Propagation.— The most satisfactory method of increasing 
these plants for the amateur gardener is by means of cuttings. 
Well matured shoots of the previous season’s growth are taken 
in August, the lower leaves are removed and the cutting inserted 
in a frame in which the soil has been worked to a fine tilth. The 
soil should be firm around the cuttings. A mixture of turfy 
loam, peat, sand and leaf mould is the most satisfactory compost 
for /ooting cuttings, using about half the mixture consisting 
of turfy loam. Layering is also sometimes practised, as is also 
grafting, but for this stocks of the common camellia have first 
to be obtained. Early spring is the best time for grafting. 

Culture. —About fourteen months after the cuttings have 
been inserted, those that have rooted will be ready for potting. 
Dryness of the atmosphere and the fact that the root soil has 
not been kept sufficiently moist often leads to buds dropping 
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off and is the chief cause of failure with these plants. They are 
lime haters so that they will not thrive in land which contains 
lime to any extent. Apart from this they are not particular as 
to soil. Camellias make fine pot or tub plants, for which purpose 
they should be planted in the pots or tubs in May, taking care 
not to use too big a pot or tub. After they have become at home 
in the mbs, they should be hardened off and may then be placed 
out of doors in partial shade on firm, dry ground. They should 
go back to the protection of a cold greenhouse during September 
or October. Very little pruning is needed, but out-of-place 
or wandering shoots should be trimmed off. 

The Best Kinds. —Camellia alba plena is a good double white 
garden hybrid; C. Chandleri elegans is a double pink; C. Cus- 
pidata is a single white kind; C. Waltham Glory is a fine scarlet. 
Jupiter, Snowflake and Opollo are three good garden kinds. 


CAMPANULA 

Other Names. —Bellflower, Bellwort, Slipperwort, Harebell. 

Form. —Most of the best garden kinds are perennials, although 
there are a few beautiful annuals which are worth growing. 
There are both dwarf and tall-growing kinds, some of the former 
making choice rock-garden subjects. There are a few biennials. 

Flowers. —These are bell-like in shape, often hanging down¬ 
wards at the end of slender stems. The colours are mostly white, 
blue and purple-blue. 

Propagation. —Seeds of the annuals are best sown in April 
in well-prepared beds in the open or in a cold frame. Seeds 
of the biennials should be sown in the same manner in June. 
The perennials are as a rule increased by division of the roots 
in the autumn or the spring or by young cuttings which should 
be taken in the spring. The cuttings may, if desired, be rooted 
in a cold frame. 

Culture. —A few of the alpine campanulas are lime haters. 
Apart from these the plant is of easy culture. The strong- 
growing kinds will do well in ordinary garden soil and need 
no special treatment. It is beneficial, however, if the land where 
these plants are to go has been well manured before planting. 
There are one or two kinds which are very attractive when 
grown in pots. These should be transplanted from the frame, 
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in which they have been grown from seed, during October. 
Five- or six-inch pots are the most suitable and the potted-up 
plants should be kept in a frame which is safe from frost through 
the winter. In the spring the plants should be moved to seven- 
or eight-inch pots which should be filled with sandy loam, with 
which may be mixed a little leaf mould, well-rotted cow manure 
and old mortar rubble. The plants should be hardened off and 
placed in the open. When needed, neat stakes should be supplied. 
The plants will be ready to go in to the house during July. 

The Best Kinds. —There is a very wide range from which 
a choice may be made. Among the best annuals is Campanula 
drabaefolia which bears an abundance of purple-blue flowers 
throughout the summer, it is about four or five inches in height; 
C. Erinus is another good rock-garden annual, producing rose- 
blue flowers through the summer, it grows about six inches high; 
C. ramosissirm is a taller annual, often attaining a foot in height, 
its blue flowers have a white base. The best of the biennials are 
Campanula sibirica, the violet-coloured flowers of which are 
produced from July onwards, and C. thyrsoides, which bears 
pretty pale-yellow flowers during the late summer. 

Perennial Border and Rock Garden Species —These are by 
far the most important. Campanula alliariaefolia is a border kind 
having creamy white flowers which are produced during June 
and July, it grows two to three feet high; C. americana is au 
upright border plant which grows from three to six feet high 
and bears blue flowers in July ; C. lactiflora produces white flowers 
tinted with light blue, it flowers in late summer and autumn 
and grows from two to six feet high; C. versicolor bears flowers 
which shade from pale to dark violet in late summer and early 
autumn, it grows from three to four feet high and is very pretty; 
C. abietim grows nine inches high and is suitable for the rock 
garden if planted in partial shade, it bears blue flowers from May 
to July; C. alpina is another good rock-garden kind, bearing light 
blue flowers in July and August; C. Portenschlagiana is, in spite 
of its long name, one of the most attractive rock-garden kinds, 
it bears blue-purple flowers from June to August and grows 
four inches high; C. Zoysii is a plant which likes a rather moist 
soil, bears blue flowers and grows three inches high; C. Abundance 
grows six to eight inches high and bears blue flowers, it is worth 
a place in the rock garden; C. Enchantress is a pale mauve variety 
for the rock-garden, it grows six inches high. 
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CAMPION 

Other Name. —Silene, Lychnis. 

Form. —There is a wide range of types among campions, 
some of which are well suited to the rock garden. The best 
are very beautiful. 

Flowers. —These may be solitary or in clusters. Crimson, 
white and pink are the more usual colours. 

Propagation. —Seed should be sown in early autumn with 
some varieties, but with annuals the seed should be sown in 
April. The seed sown in early autumn will flower early the 
following spring. Plants sown in April will flower in the summer. 
It is better to sow the seed in beds and to transplant the young 
plants where they are to flower. These plants may also be in¬ 
creased by cuttings and by division of the roots. 

Culture. —There is usually little difficulty in growing these 
plants successfully, but they will thrive best if grown on a light 
loamy soil, combined with a well drained, open and sunny 
situation. The alpine kinds, however, prefer a moist and rather 
gritty soil in the rock garden. 

The Best Kinds. — Silene gallica grows to about a foot and a 
half in height and is pink in colour; Silene pendula may be had 
both in double and single form and is delightful in the company 
of spring bulbs, it grows to a height of about a foot and the flowers 
are either rose or crimson in colour. These are annuals. Some 
of the best of the perennials are Silene altaica which grows about 
a foot high and bears yellow flowers in August; Asterias is a 
fine red kind which also grows a foot in height and flowers in 
July; S. regia is a good crimson which grows eighteen inches 
high and flowers during June and July; S'. Schafta is a fine rose- 
coloured kind which flowers during June, July, August and early 
September and is a dwarf kind growing just over four inches 
in length. A few good rock-gardcn kinds are Silene acaulis, 
(Moss Campion or Cushion Pink) which has rosy pink flowers 
and flowers during June, July and August and grows two inches 
in height; S. Hookeri is a dwarf kind with deep rose flowers 
which blooms during July and grows to a height of three inches; 
S Pumilio (Pigmy Catchfly) has large rose-coloured flowers, 
grows two inches high and flowers during May and June; S. 
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virginica (Fire Pink) has scarlet flowers, grows six inches tall 
and flowers from June to August. 


CANARY CREEPER 

Other Names. —Canary-bird flower, Tropaeolum aduncum, 
T. peregrinum. 

Form. —Closely related to the nasturtium, this is a very 
elegant creeper. 

Flowers. —Yellow and numerous in the summer. 

Propagation. —A position in the open should be chosen 
where the soil is light and if possible of a sandy nature. The 
soil should be reduced to a fine tilth and the seed sown thinly 
during April. After sowing the seed should be covered with 
about a half-inch of soil and if necessary the young plants should 
be thinn ed to from fifteen to eighteen inches apart when they 
are big enough to handle. 

Culture.— This plant will do well in either sun or shade, 
but it must be confessed that it gives the most satisfactory 
results when given a sunny aspect. It is suitable for covering 
trellis work, arbours, arches or any erection which needs beauti¬ 
fying. The canary creeper is very suitable for gardens in which 
tie soil is rather poor, particularly if it is light and dry. It does 
not give such good results on heavy land. 

The Best Kinds. —There is comparatively little choice. 


CANDYTUFT 

Other Name.—I beris. 

Form.— Hardy annuals and perennials. The perennial being 
somewhat of a shrubbery nature and evergreen. Height varies 
but is mostly between three and fifteen inches. 

Flowers. —Purple, crimson, lilac, pink and white, growing 
usually in large compact masses and opening in late spring 
and early summer. 

Propagation. —Most kinds are increased by seed, the position 
chosen may be that in which they are to flower or the plants 
may be carefully hand planted and should be open to sun and 
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air. March or April are the best months in which to sow for 
summer flowering, but if a display in the spring is desired the 
seed should be sown in August or September. The most suitable 
soil for seed sowing is one of a light sandy nature. Some of the 
shrubbery types may also be increased by cuttings or by division 
as they easily succeed by either of these methods, the work 
being done in the spring or autumn. 

Culture. —There is no difficulty in the culture of these de¬ 
lightful plants if they are grown on land in which there is a 
percentage of lime. Once the young plants are growing, apart 
from keeping the land free from weeds little further attention 
will be needed. 

The Best Kinds. —There are a large number of strains and 
varieties from which a selection may be made. The following 
are a few good kinds. Hyacinth-Flowered is an attractive type, as 
the name suggests the flower spikes are carried in a similar manner 
to those of the hyacinth, each plant carrying several of these 
spikes; Spiral carries large masses of pure white flowers; Rose 
Cardinal has flowers of a rose-scarlet shade; Pigmy is a dwarf 
type of the hyacinth-flowered kind and is useful for edgings to 
beds and borders. 

Good Rock-Garden Kinds. — Iberis correaefolia has ever¬ 
green foliage with white flowers, it grows about a foot in height 
and flowers in May; I. saxatilis likes a sunny situation, it also 
produces white flowers in May and June and grows only three 
inches high; /. sempervirens, known as the evergreen candytuft, 
produces an abundance of snow-white curtains in May and 
June, it grows between one and three feet high. 


CAPE GOOSEBERRY 

Other Names. —Winter Cherry, Chinese Lantern, Physalis. 

Form. —Herbaceous perennial which is hardy in the warmer 
parts of the country. It is upright in its habit of growth. 

Flowers. —These are of value decoratively; it is the seed 
cases which are large and turn a bright orange or red in the 
late autumn that are so attractive. Cut at the right time, these 
are of the greatest value for indoor decoration at a time when 
there are few flowers available. 
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Propagation. —May be carried out by seed, by cuttings or 
by division. Seed is by far the more usual method of propagation, 
although division of the roots is the most simple. 

Culture.— These plants are not quite of such easy culture as 
is sometimes suggested. They will thrive in one spot with little 
attention and will increase rapidly, while in another garden quite 
near at hand they rapidly die off. It is difficult to understand 
the reason for this. They should not be overcrowded or hemmed 
in too much by other plants. The best planting time is the spring 
and once they are established they need very little attention except 
that where they do well they will need drastic thinning out from 
time to time. 

The Best Kinds. — Pkysalis Bungardii produces white flowers 
and as a result provides numerous large decorative orange 
pods in the autumn; P. Francheti also has white flowers which 
open during August and September, the pods are orange; 
P. peruviana produces yellow or white flowers and grows from 
three to four feet tall. 

CAPE HYACINTH 

Other Names. —Hyacinthus candicans, Galtonia. 

Form.—T hese are tall hardy bulbs with sword-like leaves of 
upright habit of growth. 

Flowers. —About twenty drooping from the upper portion 
of a tall leafless stem often four feet high. The flowers are 
produced in the form of a loose spike and are usually white. 

Propagation.—B y offsets from the parent bulbs in the usual 
way. 

Culture. —They prefer a rather light soil in which there is 
some leaf mould and peat, and are attractive border plants when 
grown in clumps. 

The Best Kinds .—Galtonia candicans produces large pure 
white, sweetly-scented flowers during August and September. 


CAPE PRIMROSE 

Other Name. — Strepiocarpus. 

Form. —Greenhouse, herbaceous perennials sometimes stem¬ 
less, with spreading leaves. 
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Flowers. —These are exceptionally attractive and the plant 
may with care be had in flower for very long periods. Mostly 
the flowers are produced at short intervals along one or two 
flower stems. Colour ranges from white to purple. 

Propagation. —By seed, by leaf cuttings or by division of 
the roots. To increase this beautiful plant by seed, the seed should 
be sown in gentle heat during February. When the young plants 
are big enough they are pricked off into small pots, one plant 
to each pot, and are afterwards potted on until the final potting 
into five- or six-inch pots. Root division should take place in 
March. 

Culture. —The best mixture for these plants consists of equal 
parts loam and leaf mould to which a small quantity of sand 
has been added. The best temperature at which to keep the 
greenhouse is between 40° and 50° F., but the temperature for 
seed pans should be about 60° F. A good deal of care should be 
taken to select free-flowering varieties as there is a good deal 
of variation between individuals from this point of view. 

The Best Kinds. — Streptocarpus Armitagei is rose-coloured; 
S. caulescens is a pale blue in colour, it flowers in June and grows 
one foot high; S. Dunnii varies between a pale and bright rose 
colour, it flowers in May and grows about a foot high; S. Rexii 
is blue in colour, flowers in June and grows a foot high; S. 
Wendlandii is blue, it flowers in May and grows a foot high. 


CARNATION 

Other Name. —Dianthus Caryophyllus. 

Form. —The carnation is divided into several groups con¬ 
sisting of both greenhouse and perfectly hardy border plants, 
it is a close relative of the pink as its long pointed leaves and 
similar habit of growth testify. Unless given the support of 
stakes it is rather straggling in growth, and when given support 
it varies a good deal in height, from eighteen inches to two or 
three feet being the more usual lengths. 

Flowers. —These may be had in almost every colour and 
variation of colour except pure blue. The frilled or scalloped 
edges to the flower petals are attractive, as is also the delicate 
colouring of the bloom. 
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Propagation. —Layering is one of the commonest methods 
of increasing Border Carnations. The best time to do the work 
is from the last week in June to the beginning of August. Strong 
growths should be selected and the leaves are stripped from these 
shoots to within four pairs of the top. If the soil round the base 
of the plants is reasonably good the shoots to be layered may be 
pegged down in this. If, on the other hand, the soil is not par¬ 
ticularly good, it is better to remove some of this to a depth of 
about three inches round the plant and to replace with fine sandy 
soil. A slit is made in the stem of the shoot to be layered at a 
point just below a joint in the stem. A piece of match stalk 
is rested in this slit to keep it open. The shoot is then bent at 
the point at which the slit has been made and pressed into the 
soil and firmly pegged down. Care is necessary to cover the 
joint with soil when it is in position. After pegging down in 
this way the layered shoots should be well watered and the soil 
should be kept moist until roots are formed. During the autumn 
the layers should he well rooted, they may then be separated 
from the parent plants and planted where they are to go. 

Perpetual Flowering Carnations are usually increased by 
cuttings and most kinds of carnations may also be increased in 
this way. For this type of carnation the cuttings are rooted in 
a greenhouse at a temperature of about 50° F. Cuttings may be 
rooted in a very light loam, in a mixture of sand and loam or in 
sand. The best type of cutting will be about four or five inches 
long and will be taken from plants which are strong growers 
and healthy. The cuttings are firmly inserted, the soil being well 
pressed round their base, they should not be allowed to get dry, 
but should be given only small quantities of water. After roots 
are formed some water should be given. Air should not be 
admitted until the cuttings are rooted. When rooted the plants 
are first transferred to small pots and then to larger pots as 
growth continues. 

Annual carnations are best increased by seed. Other kinds 
may also be increased in this way if desired. The seed is sown 
under glass during January or February and transplanted when 
weather conditions are suitable. Plants grown in this way should 
begin to flower in July, they will continue to flower until stopped 
by frost. 

Culture. —For outdoor culture the soil should be well 
prepared by deep digging, and well-rotted manure should, if 
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available, be worked into the soil. After digging the land should 
be well trodden down and in the case of very heavy soil old 
mortar nibble should be worked in to lighten it. After planting, 
little further attention will be needed until the flowering season, 
when neat stakes should be provided. Applications of liquid 
manure or soot water made about twice a week during the 
flowering period will greatly benefit the plants. Where fine 
bloom is wanted for the house or for exhibition purposes some 
of the buds should be removed, particularly with those varieties 
which produce several buds at the top of the stem. It is often 
possible to encourage carnations to continue flowering later 
than usual by removing all the buds as they appear until about 
the middle of July. Plants treated in this way will begin to flower 
late and will continue to bloom right into the winter. 

The Best Kinds. —There are such a lot of varieties of all 
kinds that any attempt to name these would only be out of 
place, especially as new kinds are being introduced year by 
year. It may, however, be a good plan to mention the various 
classes into which carnations are usually divided. The Malmaison 
is perhaps the finest of all carnations. It is chiefly used as a 
summer-flowering plant and is rather difficult to grow. The 
Perpetual Flowering Carnation needs slight heat during the 
winter months and may be encouraged to flower during almost 
the whole of the year. The Perpetual Border Carnation is an 
improvement on the old Border Carnation; both flower out of 
doors, but the Perpetual Border Carnation remains in flower 
for a much longer period. These are well-known garden plants 
used to decorate our borders to-day. Annual Carnations are 
types of these lovely flowers which are treated as annuals in 
seedsmen’s catalogues. They will, if well grown, provide a fine 
display of bloom from July until frost in the winter puts an 
end to their flowering. 


CARNIOLA LILY 

Other Name.— Lilium carniolicum. 

Form. —Like most lilies this has an upright habit of growth, 
growing to between two and three feet high. It is a bulbous 
plant and is of very attractive and striking appearance. 
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Flowers. —This lily flowers during June and July, the flowers 
being orange-yellow in colour, later often changing to scarlet, 
each flower is from one and a half to two inches long. 

Propagation. —Seeds may be sown when ripe in well-drained 
boxes or pans of sand to which some peat has been added, the 
seed being slightly covered with the same mixture, the seed box 
being placed in a cold frame. This is, however, a slow method 
as it takes from four to six years to grow lilies from seed. The 
more usual method is to increase the lilies by means of offsets. 
The offsets are planted a few inches apart in prepared beds and 
every effort is made to assist growth so that the plants quickly 
reach flowering size. 

Culture.—T he soil must be well drained for this lily. If a 
little peat can be added to the soil, so much the better. On 
no account should lily bulbs be allowed to remain out of the 
ground for any length of time before planting. The best planting 
depth is between four and six inches and the most suitable 
time for planting in the early autumn, October usually being 
considered the best month. 

Culture in Pots. —These lilies may be successfully grown 
in pots in a mixture of about equal parts loam and peat to 
which a little sand has been added. Autumn is the best lime 
for potting up the bulbs, which should be slightly syringed 
with water from time to time until growth begins. As the bulbs 
approach the flowering stage liquid manure should be given 
from time to time. When they have finished flowering the bulbs 
should be placed in the open air and the amount of water given 
should be reduced steadily in order that the bulbs may dry off. 

The Best Kind .—Lilium carniolicum . 


CATMINT 

Other Name.—N epeta. 

Form. —These are hardy herbaceous plants some of which 
are perennial, others annual, they vary a good deal in height, 
but garden kinds are mostly of a rather spreading habit of 
growth well suited, if kept within bounds, as edgings for borders. 

Flowers. —Most varieties have blue or blue-violet flowers, 
but there is at least one kind the flowers of which are red. In 
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the best garden kinds the flowers have a massed appearance as 
they grow which makes them attractive. 

Propagation. —The most common and also the best way to 
increase catmint is by division of the roots in the spring, but it 
is also possible to propagate by means of cuttings. These should 
consist of pieces of young shoots which are best taken after 
the plants have flowered. Seeds may also be sown in the spring. 

Culture. —There need be no difficulty about this, as the plant 
is not as particular as is often believed as to soil, but without 
doubt the most suitable position is in soil of a light sandy 
nature. The best time for planting is in the autumn and it 
should be remembered when planting that catmint spreads out 
rather rapidly so that sufficient space should be allowed for 
this between the plants. Unless the soil is pressed firmly round 
the base of the plants when planting a proportion are likely 
to be lost. 

The Best Kinds. —Nepeta longiflora has silver-grey foliage 
which is scented, it spreads out in clusters suitable for carpeting, 
for the rock garden or for edgings to borders. The flowers are 
blue, sometimes with a violet tint and continue in bloom through¬ 
out the greater part of the summer, it grows between one foot 
and eighteen inches high, N. macrantha produces attractive 
blue flowers during July and August and grows from one foot 
to eighteen inches high; N. Mussini has silver-grey scented 
foliage useful for the rock garden, for edgings or for carpeting 
its flowers are blue and are produced over a long period of 
the summer and it grows from twelve to eighteen inches high; 
N. Nepetella is a smaller-growing plant from nine to twelve 
inches high, it is sometimes known as the small catmint. The 
flowers of this variety are red and are produced from June 
throughout the summer months. 


CERASTIUM 

Other Names. —Mouse-ear Chickweed, Snow in Summer, 
Jerusalem Star. 

Form.—A plant of the carpeting type which includes both 
hardy annuals and perennials. 

Flowers.—T hese are white, rather small, but showy when 
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open. The plants ace grown as much for their foliage as their 
flowers. 

Propagation.— The most usual method is by division in the 
spring or the autumn, the divided portions being firmly planted 
where they are wanted to stay. Seed may also be sown in boxes 
or pans in March, but these will need a little heat to assist 
germination. Cuttings may be taken after the plants have 
flowered and inserted in a shady situation in the open where 
they will form roots. The rooted cuttings should be transplanted 
to their permanent positions in the spring or the autumn. 

Culture.— These plants need very little attention, but once 
they are established they spread rather rapidly and may need 
trimming to keep them within bounds from time to time. After 
the plants have flowered, straggly growths, of which usually a 
large number form, should be cut back. All like a sunny situa¬ 
tion when established. 

The Best Kinds.— Cerastium alpinum has silvery foliage, the 
leaves being rather woolly, the flowers of all kinds are white, 
it grows about three inches high; C. Biebersteinii is a white¬ 
leaved kind which spreads very rapidly, the flowers are white and 
the flowering period is from May to My, it grows to a height of 
six inches; C. grandiflorum has woolly leaves and produces 
large white flowers. This kind should only be grown where 
there is ample room. C. tomentosum has leaves of a silvery 
evergreen tint with white flowers which open in June, it grows 
to a height of three inches. 


CERINTHE 

Other Name.—H oneywort. 

Form—H ardy annuals, some kinds of which need slight 
protection in very cold districts. The most attractive varieties 
vary in height between two and three feet. 

Flowers.—I n some varieties the flower stems arch over so 
that the flowers droop, other kinds produce an abundance of 
attractive yellow tube-shaped bloom. Yellow and purple and 
yellow are the most important colours. 

Propagation,—T he most common method of increasing this 
beautiful plant is by sowing seed in well-prepared soil in a sunny 
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situation in the spring. The seeds will germinate freely witn 
ordinary care and without paiticular attention. 

Culture. —These plants thrive in any ordinary garden soil, 
though one or two kinds object to a great deal of moisture in 
the soil. All will do best if the garden is well drained. 

The Best Kinds, — Cerinthe major has yellow purple-tipped 
flowers which open in July, grows to a height of one foot; 
C. aspera has a yellow corolla with a brownish-purple tube; 
in C. minor the flower stems are arched so that the upper part 
of the stem of the yellow tube-shaped bloom is hidden by the 
pale-green leaves, this variety flowers in June and grows from 
a foot to a foot and a half high; C. retorta is very beautiful, 
having floral leaves which are of a rather purple tint from 
which the yellow flowers, with their purple tips, peep out. 


CHEffiANTHUS 

Other Names.—N one. (The wallflower is given under a 
separate head.) 

Form. —Hardy perennials most garden kinds of which vary 
in height from tlx inches to two feet. Mostly the plants are 
of a rather bushy growth. 

Flowers. —These are produced in clusters at the apex of 
the flowering stems. The colour varies but is mostly orange, 
yellow or purple. 

Propagation. —Usually by seed which should be sown on 
a well-prepared bed in April in drills ten inches apart. Another 
method of increasing these plants is by cuttings which should 
be taken in September and inserted in light soil of a sandy 
nature for rooting purposes. They may also be increased by 
root division in the spring or autumn. 

Culture. —The best time to plant where these plants are to 
flower is in October. These plants may be grown in pots with 
a good deal of success if they are potted in any good ordinary 
garden soil in September using five- or six-inch pots, they 
should then be kept in a cold frame until buds begin to show. 

The Best Kinds. —Cheircmthus Allionii grows about a foot 
high and produces deep orange flowers from May onwards; 
C. Marshallii grows from one to two feet high and bears beautiful 
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orange flowers during the early summer months; C. Menziesil 
is a rather dwarf kind growing only from six to eight inches 
high and producing delightful purple flowers during April, May 
and June. 


CHELONE 

Other Name.—S hellflower. 

Form. —Hardy perennials very much like Pentstemon in form, 
under which head many of these plants are included. They 
vary in height from one to four feet. 

Flowers. —Chelone means a tortoise and the plant has been 
given this name because the back of the helmet of this flower 
is somewhat similar in appearance to a tortoise. The most 
usual colours are white, purple and scarlet or red. 

Propagation. —These plants may be increased by division of 
the roots, by cuttings or by seed sowing. For both cuttings and 
seed sowing, a cold frame will be needed and sandy soil in which 
the cuttings may be inserted to form roots. The seed should be 
sown in boxes filled with sandy soil. Division of the roots is the 
simplest method. This is best carried out in August if the plants 
flowered reasonably early, or in September if the flowering season 
has proved to be late. Division of the roots in the spring has 
been tried, but does not usually lead to satisfactory results. 

Culture. —Chelones do best in a good quality light loam, but 
they will grow satisfactorily in any ordinary garden soil. To obtain 
the finest effect from these plants, a dressing of farmyard manure 
should be worked in when preparing the soil.These plants are 
particularly fond of a sunny situation in a south border, but 
they may also be grown successfully in the rock garden. 

The Best Kinds, —Chelone glabra is a good white kind which 
flowers in August and grows about four feet in height; there 
is a variety of this known as oblique which differs only in the 
colour of its flowers, which are purple; C. Lyoni is an August- 
flowering purple kind which also grows to a height of four feet; 
C. mexicana is a beautiful scarlet kind which flowers in the 
early summer and grows twelve inches high; C. nemorosa is a 
dwarf kind growing about twelve or fifteen inches high and 
flowering in August; C. speciosa has reddish flowers and blooms 
in August, often continuing on flower until the autumn, it 
grows to a height of about four feet. 
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CHIMNEY BELLFLOWER 

Other Names. —Steeple Bellflower, Campanula pyramidalis. 

Form. —This is a perennial which, because it lives only a 
short time, does best when treated as a biennial. In height it 
varies between three and five feet. It is a distinct member of 
the campanula family and as such is given separately here. 

Flowers. —These take the form of pyramids of bloom open¬ 
ing during the summer months. It is from these pyramids that 
the names by which this plant is best known are obtained. 

Propagation. —These plants are mostly increased by seed 
which may be sown in boxes in a cold frame during May, June 
or July or in the open during May. As soon as the tiny plants 
are big enough to handle, they should be transplanted. 

Culture. —These plants do best in a deep well-drained soil, 
which if it contains a good deal of sand, will be all the more 
suitable. October is the best time for planting. These plants 
make attractive subjects for pot culture. The most suitable 
compost consists of sandy loam, to which a half the quantity 
of leaf mould and rotted cow manure, mixed together, have 
been added. A little old mortar rubble will also be beneficial. 
The plants should be kept in a cold frame during the winter 
and when the flowering stems are growing, they should be fed 
with diluted liquid manure. 

The Best Kinds. —Campanula pyramidalis flowers in July 
and August, it bears blue flowers and grows between three and 
five feet high; C. p. alba is a white kind which, except for the 
colour of the flower, is similar to C. pyramidalis ; C.p. compacta 
is a rather smaller plant growing about three feet high, its 
flowers are deep blue and open in July and August; C. p. com¬ 
pacta alba is a white sort which flowers in July and August. 


CHINESE BELLFLOWER 

Other Names. —Great Bellflower, Platycodon. 

Form.— These plants are mostly herbaceous per ennials and 
are very ornamental. They are hardy and are of upright habit 
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of growth. The different kinds vary in height a good deal, but 
mostly range from about six inches to two feet. 

Flowers. —Resemble those of the campanula, to which family 
this is closely related. The flowers are mostly white or blue. 

Propagation. —Mostly by means of division of the roots 
which should be carried out in the spring, or by seeds sown 
during the spring months. 

Culture. —A deep well-drained loam is best suited to this 
plant which is easily grown to perfection as it needs no special 
treatment, although a dressing of farmyard manure will increase 
the vigour of the plants and improve the appearance of the 
bloom. 

The Best Kinds. —Platycodon grandiflorum bears blue flowers 
which are very large, it grows about two feet high; P. g. Mariesii 
grows to a height of about a foot and is an attractive kind. 


CHLORA 

Other Name.— Yellow-wort. 

Form.—T he more popular garden kinds vary in height 
between six and eighteen inches and may be treated as either 
annuals or biennials. 

Flowers.—T hese are produced in trusses and are yellow in 
colour. 

Propagation. —The most satisfactory results are obtained 
by sowing seeds in pots in the spring in a cold frame, or seed 
may be sown in the open during April. 

Culture. —When the seedlings grown in pots are big enough 
they may be planted out, this will be during May. Apart from 
this, the plants need no special attention. 

The Best Kinds. —Chlora grandiflora is very beautiful, its 
yellow flowers opening during June and July; C. perfoliate, or 
Yellow Centaury, bears brilliant yellow flowers during July and 
August, it grows from a foot to a foot and a half high; C. 
quadrifolia also bears yellow flowers during June, July and 
August, it grows a foot high- 
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CHRISTMAS ROSE 

Other Names. —Black Hellebore, Helleborus niger. 

Form. —Hardy perennials having pale green smooth leathery 
leaves divided into segments from three to six inshes long. 

Flowers. —Usually produced singly on stems about six inches 
in length. The colour in the newer varieties may be white, pink 
or purple, as well as some kinds which are attractively spotted. 
Here, great value lies in the fact that they flower in mid-winter. 

Propagation. —The most successful method of increasing 
this plant is by division during February or March, but care 
should be taken to divide the crowns into a sufficient number 
of parts, not less than five. These divisions should be planted 
at least a foot and a half apart. For pot culture, the best time 
to divide the crowns is in July, or a sowing of seed may be made 
in the spring or the autumn, March and October being the 
best months. 

Culture. —These plants prefer a light loam which should 
not be too dry. They do not mind a certain amount of shade. 
It is a good plan, if possible, to apply a top dressing of manure 
after flowering, and during the autumn before the flowers open, 
they should be watered about once a week with weak liquid 
manure. 

The Best Kinds. — Helleborus minor, also known as H. 
angustifolius, is a small variety; H. altifolius is an exceptionally 
large kind, which sometimes flowers very early; H. Riverstoni is 
another good kind. 


CHRYSANTHEMUM 

Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —Plants of a bushy habit of growth, some of which 
are reasonably hardy, while others need some protection during 
the winter. 

Flowers. —There is a wide range of types, including both 
single and double kinds. In some varieties the flowers are 
feathery, in others spidery. There are also anemone-flowered 
and pompon varieties. In some the petals curve inwards, in 
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others outward. All can be grown in a wide range of colours. 

Propagation. —The most usual method consists of cuttings 
obtained from basal growths of the plants. These should be 
taken during February or March. The length of the cuttings 
should be about three inches, the stem should be cut through 
just below a joint and the bottom leaf should be trimmed off close 
to the stem. The cuttings should be inserted either singly in thumb 
pots or several close to the side of larger pots. The cuttings 
should be inserted to the second joint and the soil should be 
pressed firmly round the base. The inserted cuttings should be 
watered with slightly tepid water and should be kept at a temper- 
ature of about 50° F. Chrysanthemums, such as Sutton’s 
Autumn-flowering “Large-flowered Mixed” (for the greenhouse), 
may also be grown from seed, which should be sown in pans of 
sandy soil during February and kept at a temperature of about 
60° F. The young plants should be transplanted into pots and 
potted-on as they increase in size. Other methods of propagation 
are by suckers and by root division during February and 
March. 

Culture— Outdoor kinds ate planted in the spring in. well 
prepared soil. If manure has been worked in, so much the 
better. Should the weather prove hot and dry, the plants 
should be watered and stakes provided if needed. Indoor 
Chrysanthemums, if grown, from cuttings, should be potted on 
to three- or three-and-a-haif-inch pots when well rooted, and 
to five- or six-inch pots during April. Great care should be 
taken to disturb the roots as little as possible when doing this 
work. In June a final move should be made when the plants 
are potted into eight- or nine-inch pots. The best compost 
consists of fibrous loam, mixed with a little cow manure, leaf 
mould and old mortar rubble. As the plants grow they should 
be carefully staked with neat stakes. To obtain the finest bloom 
for exhibition purposes, disbudding should be carried out, but 
for garden or house decoration, this is not necessary. 

The Best Kinds.— There are many hundreds of beautiful 
kinds, but the amateur gardener should first decide upon the 
type he wishes to grow, whether for the open air, in which case 
hardy border kinds will be desirable, or for growing under 
cover, in which case he may select from Japanese Incurved, 
Anemone-centred or Pompons, and of course many delightful 
singles. Baldock’s Crimson is a good Japanese, as is also Bob 
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Pulling, which is yellow; J. W. Streeter is a fine primrose-coloured 
incurved variety; Ceddie Mason is a good single; Thora is an 
Anemone-centred single of value, it is rose in colour; Hilda 
Canning is a bronze Pompon. Among hardy border kinds 
Champ d’Or is a good yellow, Mrs. Phil Page is red, Carrie 
Luxford is a crimson single, and Mormandue is a double pink. 
There are many hundred additional delightful kinds and the 
amateur is advised to see some of these in flower. 


CINERARIA 

Other Name.— Senecio. 

Form. —Greenhouse perennials of great beauty. Some are 
herbaceous, others are of a shrubby nature. The height of the 
most popular varieties varies from just over a foot to about 
twenty or twenty-four inches. 

Flowers. —Cover a wide range of colours, including white, 
rose, red, maroon, purple and blue, the flowers being sometimes 
edged with a second colour, although this is not always the 
case. In most kinds the flowers are produced in rather loose 
clusters. 

Propagation. —By carefully arranging the time of seed 
sowing, the plants may be had in flower during the whole of 
the winter months. A compost consisting of loam and leaf 
mould, with some sharp sand, will be found most suitable, 
using as much leaf mould as the loam and sand together. The 
compost should be firm and the seed only slightly covered. 
The seed boxes or pans should be carefully watered through a 
fine rose and a sheet of glass placed over them when they may 
be placed in a shady position in greenhouse or frame. The 
glass should be slightly lifted when the young plants show and 
afterwards removed. When the young plants are big enough 
to handle, they should be placed separately in small pots. In 
the summer they may be placed in a garden frame. 

Culture. —As the plants grow, they will need potting on 
from time to time, until finally they will go into five-inch or 
seven- or eight-inch pots, according to the size of the plants. 
These plants will not bear exposure to the sun and should be 
lightly shaded in sunny weather. As these plants are specially 
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subject to attack by greenfly the frame may be lightly fumigated 
now and again with tobacco paper, an old but effective cure, 
or one of the more modem remedies may be used. 

The Best Kinds. —Only a few of the many can be given. 
Cineraria Stellata which are charming decorative new hybrids; 
Cineraria Maritima, Diamond and Snowflake, a pure white 
kind. 


CINQUEFOIL 

Other Name. — Potentilla. 

Form. —Some are hardy perennials, others are low-growing 
shrubby plants. They vary considerably in length from a few 
inches to four feet or more. 

Flowers. —Colours include, white, yellow, scarlet, crimson 
or purple, but they comprise a wide range and include various 
shades. 

Propagation.— The more usual methods are by division of 
the roots and by seed. The roots should be divided during the 
spring or autumn and seed may be sown in a well-prepared site 
in the spring or summer months. 

Culture. —The best time to plant is during the autumn 
when the soil is in good condition or in the spring, but if the 
land is not too sodden with rain these plants may also safely 
be moved any time during the winter. They like a rather light 
soil, but apart from this any ordinary garden loam is suitable, 
and they should be well watered in dry summer weather. No 
other special attention is necessary. 

The Best Kinds. —There are some exceptionally beautiful 
kinds available. Potentilla argyrophylla is a good border kind; 
P. Gibson's Scarlet is a fine scarlet and P. grandiflora a good 
yellow sort. These flower from late spring throughout the 
summer and grow from twelve to eighteen inches high. Good 
alpine kinds include P. alba, a nice white; P. nepalensis minor, 
a beautiful crimson, and Miss Willmott, an attractive rose. 
P. fruiicosa is a yellow kind which is often grown as a shrub. 
The alpines grow from six inches to a foot high and flower 
throughout the summer. 
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CLARKIA 


Other Names. —None. 

Form. —Hardy annual having graceful slender branches 
and growing from one to two and a half feet tall. 

Flowers. —Carried on long graceful sprays, very brilliant 
colouring and altogether delightful subjects. 

Propagation. —Seed sown in the open ground in the spring 
or summer should be thinned to about a foot apart. Clarkia 
from seed sown at this time will flower in the summer. For 
a spring display seed should be sown in the autumn and thinned 
as necessary. For greenhouse display make a sowing in a frame 
in August and pot up as the plants grow. At the final potting 
about three plants should go to a seven-inch pot. 

Culture.—T here need be no difficulty in the cultivation of 
this plant, which does well in ordinary garden soil, needing very 
little attention. 

The Best Kinds. —Brilliant Princess is a rose-coloured variety 
suitable for borders or pots; Carmine Queen is a delightful 
shade of bright carmine rose; Purple King is a rose purple; 
Mauve Queen is a beautiful mauve. Among the dwarf varieties 
may be mentioned Mrs. Langtry, which is carmine edged with 
white; Morning Glory, a rosy purple; Double Rose and Dark 
Rose. 


CLEMATIS 

Other Name. —Virgin’s Bower. 

Form. —Climbing and trailing plants with slender stems. 
Vary in height greatly. 

Flowers. —Of the most delicate and delightful colouring 
and when well grown provide a glorious display of colour 
during the flowering season. 

Propagation. —The easiest and most common method is by 
layering during the summer. Cuttings may also be taken of 
young shoots inserted in pots containing sandy soil. Choice 
varieties are also increased by grafting, but this is work for 
the specialist. 

Culture. —This plant will do well in any soil of average 
quality, although some kinds are much more particular than 
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are others in this respect. All kinds will benefit if the land has 
been well manured before planting, and the best time to plant 
is during March. The Clematis is sometimes grown in pots 
containing mostly fibrous loam to which a little leaf mould 
and sand has been added. Any dead or injured wood seen 
should be carefully removed. 

The Best Kinds. —Countess of Lovelace is good lavender- 
blue; Crimson King is a fine crimson; Beauty of Worcester is 
a blue-violet and Fairy Queen is a flesh pink. There are dozens 
of other equally good kinds from which a selection may be 
made. 


COLEUS 

Other Name. —Flame Nettle. 

Form.—B eautiful half-hardy annual and perennial foliage 
plants which may be used in beds or in the cool greenhouse. 

Flowers. —Of no importance except with thyrsoideus, which 
has beautiful blue flowers. 

Propagation. —By means of seed sown during the spring 
or summer months in pots of well-drained soil in a temperature 
of about 65° F. 

When the plants are big enough to move they should go 
into larger pots. Usually the weakest seedlings have the most 
beautiful foliage. When propagating by cuttings, the cuttings 
should be inserted singly in pots and lime should be applied 
during the spring or summer months. They should be kept in 
moderate heat for rooting purposes. 

Culture. —As soon as the cuttings are rooted they should 
go into three-inch pots and later be transferred to larger pots 
according to the size of the plants required. Ample air should 
be admitted but the temperature should be kept round about 
50° or 55° F. Water through a fine rose when the weather 
is warm. 

The Best Kinds. —Beckwith’s Gem; Countess of Dudley; 
Verschaffeltii, a fine variety for bedding purposes, and Coleus 
thrysoideus, a handsome greenhouse plant having glorious 
bright blue flowers. 
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COLLIN’S FLOWER 

Other Name.— Collinsia. 

Form. —Hardy annuals of branching habit of growth. 

Flowers. —Resembling snapdragons, mostly placed along 
the growth. Very brightly coloured. 

Propagation. —Usually by means of seed sown in the spring, 
also in the autumn where a sheltered situation is available. 
When grown from seed sown in the spring the young plants 
should be thinned out to seven or eight inches apart each way. 
When grown from seed sown in the autumn, transplanting will 
be necessary, this should be done in March or April. 

Culture. —Easily grown in any ordinary garden soil as they 
need no particular attention. 

The Best Kinds.— CW/inrra bicolor does well in town gardens, 
the flowers are white and reddish-purple and it is about eighteen 
inches high; C. corymbosa has white and bluish flowers, it 
grows nine inches high; C. grandiflora has purple-blue and 
white flowers from July to October, it grows to a height of 
about a foot. 


COLUMBINE 

Other Name. — Aquilegia. 

Form. —Graceful plants, mostly hardy herbaceous perennials 
and biennials, growing from one to three feet in height. 

Flowers. —Drooping, usually produced singly on branched 
flower stems which, with their charming foliage, look delightful 
when in bloom. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in March under glass for 
flowering the next season, or sowings may be made under glass 
during September. A common method of increasing these 
plants is by division of the roots in the spring or early autumn. 

Culture.— Most kinds do well in any ordinary garden soil, 
but some of the choicer kinds like a rather sandy loam to which 
some leaf mould has been added. All do best on land which 
is well drained. Although good drainage is necessary, the 
oil should be moist and the position, if at all possible, should 
be sheltered. 



76 BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS — HOW TO GROW THEM 


The Best Kinds. —Crimson Hare has white petals and crimson 
spurs; Californica has petals of deep golden yellow with orange- 
red spurs, it grows two feet high; Coerulea is a light blue, large- 
flowered kind; Alpina is smaller growing, suitable for the 
rock garden, the flowers are blue and it grows nine inches 
high. 


CONE-FLOWER 

Other Name.— Rudbeckia. 

Form. —Hardy perennial herbaceous plants, mostly slightly 
branched and varying greatly in height. 

Flowers. —Rayed mostly in shades of yellow. 

Propagation. —May be increased by division of the roots 
or by seed. Whether it is desired to increase the plants or not, 
the clumps should be divided every fourth year. When re¬ 
planting divisions throw out the centre part and plant only the 
outside portions. If grown from seed, this should be sown in 
the summer, no particular attention being needed. 

Culture. —The best time to plant is during the autumn, 
winter and early spring when the soil is in workable condition. 
A good deal of attention should be paid to staking, as these plants 
grow fairly rapidly. 

The Best Kinds. — Rudbeckia grandiflora grows three and a 
half feet tall, flowers during July and September, and bears 
yellow and purple flowers; R. laciniata is a great favourite, it 
flowers during August and September, bears yellow flowers of 
great size, and grows from three to six feet high; R. bicolor is 
a pale yellow, having an outer circle of brown, it grows between 
eighteen and thirty-six inches high, and flowers between July 
and August. 


COREOPSIS 

Other Names, —Tickseed, Calliopsis. 

Form. —Hardy perennials, biennials and annuals. This 
plant is usually treated as a biennial. Height varies. 

Flowers. —Very showy, produced during the summer or 
autumn on branched and rather slender flower stems. 

Propagation. —Seed should be sown under glass during 
March or in April in the open, while the perennials may also 
be propagated by division of the roots during the autumn or 
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the spring, also by cuttings of young shoots which will root 
freely if inserted in light soil in a cold frame. 

Culture.— These plants grow well in ordinary soil and do 
not need particular attention. 

The Best Kinds. —Coreopsis aristosa flowers in the autumn, 
grows to a height of two feet six inches and its flowers are 
yellow; C. Drumtnondii is a golden yellow annual which grows 
two feet in height and flowers during the summer and autumn, 
it is a popular kind; C. grandiflora is a golden yellow perennial 
flowering during the summer and autumn and growing from 
two feet to two feet six inches in height; C. rosea is an attractive 
red-flowered kind which blooms from July to August and 
grows about a foot-and-a-half in height. 


CORNFLOWER 

Other Names. —Centaurea Cyanus, Blue-bottle, Bluet. 

Form. —A hardy annual, growing from two to three feet in 
height, of upright habit of growth. 

Flowers. —Large, mostly blue at the top of the flowering 
stem, but may be grown in several shades and colour. 

Propagation. —By seeds which should be sown where the 
plants are to remain, during April. As the plants increase in 
size they should be carefully thinned out. Seeds may also 
be sown during the autumn. 

Culture. —Does well in ordinary garden soil without much 
attention. There should be about a foot space from plant to 
plant after thinning out, but no attempt should be made to 
transplant cornflowers or they will most likely die. 

The Best Kinds. —Varieties of C. Cyanus which may be had 
in white, pink and blue, the usual flowering period being from 
July to October, although this may be controlled to some extent 
by varying the time of seed sowing. Jubilee Gem is a beautiful 
deep blue. 


COSMOS 

Other Name. —Mexican Aster. 

Form. —Half-hardy annuals and perennials which vary greatly 
in height. 
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Flowers. —Produced singly on short-branched stems. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in slight heat in the spring. 
When big enough to handle the young plants should be pricked 
out and finally planted out in May where they are to flower. 
The perennial kinds may be increased in the spring in a similar 
manner to dahlias. 

Culture. —The perennials should be given protection during 
the winter, otherwise they are of easy culture, preferring a warm 
dry situation in ordinary soil. 

The Best Kinds. —Cosmos bipimatus is an annual, the colours 
being pink, white and crimson, they flower from June to October; 
C. sulphureus is a yellow kind which also flowers from June 
to October. 


CROCUS 


Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —Hardy bulbous plants. The autumn crocus is dealt 
with separately. 

Flowers. —Many colours, pushing through in the early spring. 

Propagation. —Usually by offsets. These are carefully 
separated and are planted in the same way as the old bulbs. 
They usually flower the second year after planting. 

Culture. —These plants will thrive in an ordinary soil, but 
they prefer a good light loam; they do well in either sun or shade 
and, unlike most bulbs, depth of planting is not important. 
The best time to plant is during September or October. Crocuses 
should not be disturbed too often, but they may be lifted and 
divided every third or fourth year. 

The Best Kinds. —Crocus aureus is a golden yellow kind; 
C. bifiorus is a white kind striped with violet; C. chrysanthus 
varies a good deal; C. Sieberi, violet, mauve and orange, and 
C. versicolor is a white kind feathered with purple. 


CROWN IMPERIAL 

Other Name.— Fritillaria Imperials. 

Form. —Hardy bulbous plants growing from two to three 
feet high. 

Flowers.—P roduced in a hanging circle at the top of the stem. 
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Propagation.— The most successful method in this country 
is by means of the small offsets which should be collected when 
the plants are lifted. These are best planted in rows in a well- 
prepared bed where, with reasonable care as to weeding and 
the use of the hoe between the rows, they will quickly reach 
flowering size, when they may be moved to the positions they 
are intended to enhance. 

Culture. —An essential to the successful cultivation of these 
plants is that the soil should be well drained. Water standing 
in the soil near the bulbs will cause these to rot. The plants 
do not do well on poor land and always succeed best where 
the ground in which they are planted has been enriched with 
manure. These plants do not like to he disturbed very often 
and the usual practice, which succeeds well, is to lift and replant 
every third or fourth year. The new position for the plants 
should be prepared before they are lifted, as they should not 
be allowed to remain out of the land for any length of time. 
The best time to plant is in October and the bulbs should be 
planted from four to six inches deep. Grown in pots, these 
bulbs should be planted in the autumn in five-inch pots in a 
compost consisting of loam, peat and leaf mould, to which 
a little well rotted manure and sand has been added. 

The Best Kinds. —Frilillaria Imperialis may be obtained in 
red or orange and yellow, the flowering period being the spring. 


CYANAtfTHUS 

Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —A trailing herbaceous perennial. 

Flowers. —Bears brilliantly-coloured flowers produced singly 
at the end of the flower stems, but the bloom is so numerous 
that it forms a gaily coloured mass. The flowers are different 
shades of blue. 

Propagation.—B y means of cuttings taken during spring 
or the first weeks of summer and inserted in sandy peat which 
must be kept in a moist condition, or strong roots may be 
carefully divided in the spring; this method does not, however, 
always result in satisfactory plants being obtained. 

Culture. —The proper position for these pretty plants is 
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in the rock garden where they are able to find plenty of moisture 
which is needed if they are to remain in good health, and the 
stems can find shelter between and beneath the stones. A 
mixture of damp leaf mould and sand is the best growing medium 
for these plants. 

The Best Kinds .—Cyananthus iobatus has blue-purple flowers, 
it likes shade, and does well in a dry situation, as well as in a 
fairly moist position. The masses of flowers are produced 
from June to August. C. incanus is an azure blue kind which is 
also worth growing. 


CYCLAMEN 

Other Name.—S owbread. 

Form. —Tuberous-rooted greenhouse and hardy perennials, 
growing about a foot in height. 

Flowers.— Among the hardy kinds there are two groups, 
one of which blooms in the spring and the other in the autumn. 
The flowers are produced singly at the end of the stem, but are 
usually so numerous that they form a delightful mass of colour. 

Propagation.— By seed which is best sown in the autumn, 
as, if sown in the spring, the plants will be longer before flowering. 
Light sandy soil should be placed in boxes, pots or pans, a thin 
sprinkling of seed should be gently pressed into the soil and 
very lightly covered with similar soil. The temperature should 
be kept at about 55° F. to ensure germination. As soon as the 
seeds germinate, the seedlings should be placed near the light 
or they will become drawn. As soon as they are big enough 
to handle easily, they should be pricked out, three or four going 
into a five-inch pot in which they should remain until the 
following spring. 

Culture. —The hardy kinds should be planted in the rock 
garden or in other suitable situations during August, the best 
depth being between two and three inches; a light sandy soil 
is the most suitable. A shady position should be chosen, but 
the plants should not be lifted during the winter months, all 
that is necessary is to cover them with some protective material. 
For cultivation in pots good drainage is essential, the pots being 
filled with equal parts loam and leaf mould; manure must on 
no account be added. The fleshy rootstock should not be more 
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than half covered with soil, it is a common mistake to plant 
too deeply. 

The Best Kinds. —Among a large number of varieties the 
following may be mentioned : Brilliant, which produces flowers of 
bright deep crimson; Butterfly, which is available in shades of rose 
and white; Giant Firefly is a cerise variety and St. George a 
beautiful salmon. 


DAFFODIL 

Other Name. —Narcissus. 

Form. —Hardy bulbs. 

Flowers. —The yellow trumpet types are well known, as 
are many of the so-called narcissus types, having a white or 
pale perianth with a yellow, orange or red centre. There is a 
wide variety of forms and colouring as well as of size, many 
of the miniature types being well suited for the rock garden. 

Propagation. —The more usual and by far the quicker method 
is by means of small bulbs which form round the parents, these 
are separated when the plants are lifted and planted as separate 
plants. It is also possible to grow these plants from seed, but 
this is a long business and is not recommended unless it is desired 
to experiment with obtaining new varieties. The seed is planted 
in boxes and the young plants which result will be from four 
to six years before beginning to flower. 

Culture. —Daffodils are not difficult to grow on ordinary 
well drained soil. Most lands like rather light land, but there 
are a few which do best on land of a rather stiffer nature. 
Most people leave planting until too late. August is the best 
month, October is late for daffodils. A mistake often made 
is to cut off the foliage as soon as the plants have finished 
flowering; on no account should this be done until the leaves 
begin to turn brown, as it is after flowering that food is stored 
for next season’s growth. Daffodils may be naturalised in grass, 
some varieties being more suitable for this purpose than others. 
For growing in pots the bulbs should be planted during Septem¬ 
ber or October and no attempt should be made to force them into 
flower until the pots are filled with roots. Eelworm is the most 
serious trouble and the only remedy is to apply the hot-water 
treatment; this must be done by experts with special apparatus, 
r 
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The Best Kinds. — Kin:: Alfred is a good yellow trumpet 
daffodil; Barrii compicuus is another pretty kind; Crimson 
Braid has a pure white perianth and a scarlet cup; Lady Diana 
Manners is a delightful flower, but there are literally thousands 
of worth-while varieties grown, so that there is ample choice 
for all. 


DAHLIA 


Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —Half-hardy herbaceous plants, having a tuberous 
or fleshy root-stock. 

Flowers. —Single, double and semi-double flowers are 
produced on the different varieties in a wide range of colouring. 
The flowers are large in proportion to the size of the plant and 
are very attractive. 

Propagation. —The only methods which need concern us 
are by seed, cuttings and by division of the roots. Grafting is 
work for a specialist. Seed should be sown singly in pans or 
boxes about the end of March and placed on a hot-bed in a 
frame or on a warm shelf in the greenhouse. As soon as the 
seedlings are big enough to handle they should be planted 
singly in small pots. As the plants grow they will need repotting 
until they are ready to be hardened off in a cold frame. They 
may be planted outside in May. For cuttings, shoots which 
spring from the tubers are taken as soon as they are about 
four inches long; they are inserted round the edges of pots 
filled with sandy loam and leaf mould. As soon as the roots are 
formed they should be given a small pot each and placed in a 
cold frame, further potting up taking place as the plants require 
more room. Division of the roots means merely that the tubers 
are cut into pieces and that each piece is planted separately. 

Culture. —A well manured, rather heavy soil is the most 
suitable for these plants, but they will often do well in lighter 
land if well prepared and manured. Many people make the 
mistake of planting out too early. No attempt should be made 
to do this before the first fortnight in June. After planting 
the dahlias should be well watered and staking should be carried 
out when needed. Dahlias may remain in the ground until 
frost kills the tops, when these should be removed and the tubers 
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lifted. After lifting, the tubers should be stored in a cool, frost¬ 
proof and dry shed. 

The Best Kinds. —There are good varieties in all the groups 
which consist of Cactus Dahlias, Collerettes, Decoratives, 
Double or Show Dahlias, Paeony-Flowered and Pompon, the 
last being a tiny round kind. A few good kinds are Dahlia Acis , 
an apricot rose; D. Babs, a scarlet crimson; D. Perfection Giant 
Single in various colours; D. Cora, a cerise and orange cactus 
variety, and D. Elma D. Cook, a lemon-yellow cactus dahlia. 
There are, of course, many others. 


DAPHNE 

Other Name. —Garland Flower. 

Form.—H ardy and half-hardy evergreen or deciduous shrubs. 

Flowers. —Very fragrant and produced in abundance. 
They are followed by brightly-coloured poisonous berries. 

Propagation. —These may be increased by cuttings, by layer¬ 
ing, by seed or by grafting. Cuttings inscited during July will 
freely form roots, producing flowering plants in very little time. 
Layering should be carried out iu August and grafting during 
May. Seed may be sown in the open for the garden, or in pots 
for those to be grown in the greenhouse. 

Culture. —The more popular kinds will thrive and flower 
well in ordinary garden soil, but should not be exposed to full 
sun. Very little pruning is needed, but when thought desirable, 
this should be done in the spring. Several kinds are suitable 
for the rock garden. Greenhouse kinds, kept at a temperature 
of between 40° and 50° F. in the winter and between 60° and 70° 
F. in the summer, may be flowered in December. The plants 
should be potted in a mixture of peaty loam and sand during 
April and the pots placed in a shady situation in the open from 
May until September. On taking to the greenhouse, gradually 
raise the temperature to between 60° and 70° F., but lower 
a few degrees when the buds begin to show colour. 

The Best Kinds. —Daphne Mezereum is one of the best kinds 
to grow, varieties may be had in rose, purple and white, it grows 
between two and four feet high; D. alpina is a good rock garden 
kind growing eighteen inches tall and flowering in May; D. 
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Cneorum is an evergreen trailing kind, bearing rosy-pmk flowers 
from May to August, its height is one foot; D.petraea is a dwarf 
kind growing no more than four inches in height, it bears pink 
flowers from May to June; D. odor a and its variety alba, the 
former bearing pink flowers and the latter white, are useful 
greenhouse kinds growing about two feet high. 


DAY FLOWER 

Other Name. — Commelina. 

Form. —Hardy and greenhouse annual and perennial plants, 
some of which are evergreens. There are tuberous-rooted 
species. Height varies greatly between one and four feet. 

Flowers. —Mostly blue or white, being produced singly 
at the ends of branching stems. They are rather unusual in 
appearance. 

Propagation. —All that is necessary is to sow the seed where 
the plant is required to flower. This should be done during 
March or April. One or two of the perennial kinds may be 
propagated by division of the roots. 

Culture. —Thin out young plants grown from seed rather 
severely. Perennials need rather richer soil than the annuals. 
Apart from this no special attention is necessary. A sheltered 
situation on well drained land suits these best. 

The Best Kinds. —Commelina coelestis bears blue flowers 
from June to July, it grows to a height of eighteen inches, but 
is not quite hardy; C. erecta has rich blue flowers from August 
and through September, it grows between one and two feet in 
height. 


DELPHINIUM 

Other Names.—T he Larkspur is dealt with under a separate 
heading. 

Form. —Hardy biennials and perennials well suited for the 
herbaceous border, usually from two feet to five feet in length. 

Flowers. —In the better kinds these are massed on spikes 
and as several flower stems are sent up from each plant there 
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is no more beautiful subject to be found than some of the newer 
varieties. The more usual colours are blue, yellow and white. 

Propagation. —Mostly by root division or by seed. Root 
division should be carried out during the spring or autumn. 
Seed is best sown in the summer in well-prepared beds in the 
open; when the fourth leaf is seen the plants should be trans¬ 
planted to the site in which they are to flower. 

Culture. —Although the delphinium is easy to grow, needing 
very little attention, it will not do well in poor soil. Much may 
be done where the land is poor to bring the plants to perfection 
by working in farmyard or stable manure before planting or 
by an annual sprinkling of one of the complete fertilizers which 
are available. The fertilizer should be worked into the soil but 
should not be allowed to touch the plants. 

The Best Kinds. —Delphinium cardinale is a scarlet kind grow¬ 
ing about three feet high; D. Cashtnirianum bears its dark blue 
flowers in July and grows to a height of eighteen inches; D. 
caucasicum bears blue-violet flowers in July and grows to a 
length of eighteen inches; D. nudicaule produces delightful 
orange-scarlet spikes of bloom at the usual time, it grows from 
one and a half to two feet high. There are a great many species 
and varieties in addition. 


DIASCIA 


Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —Half-hardy annuals growing about a foot in length. 

Flowers.—I n the only kind largely grown these are salmon- 
pink in colour and very beautiful. 

Propagation.—B y seed sown in gentle.heat early in the spring. 

Culture. —The young plants are planted in beds where 
they are to flower in June. They need no particular attention. 

The Best Kinds. — D. Barberae bears its salmon-pink flowers 
freely from August onwards. 


DOUGLASIA 

Other Names. —None. 

Form. —Dwarf-growing evergreen plants of a rather trailing 

habit. 
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Flowers.—M ostly yellow or pink in the kinds usually 
grown. 

Propagation. —By seed or by division. If by seed, this 
should be sown under glass in the spring. The more usual 
method is, however, by dividing the plants, which may be 
done either in the autumn or during March and the early part 
of April. 

Culture. —The most suitable time to plant is the early spring 
or autumn and the plants do best if grown in a mixture of peat, 
leaf mould and sand. The position chosen should not be too 
dry, as these plants are rather fond of a reasonable amount of 
moisture. The best effect is obtained by planting in small groups, 
the plants being placed a few inches apart in each group. 

The Best Kinds.— Douglasia laevigata prefers a partly shady 
position; it is a small tufted plant which produces its beautiful 
pink flowers during May and June, it grows about three inches 
high; D. vitaliam also likes partial shade, its flowers are yellow, 
produced during May and June and it grows three inches high. 


DRYAS 

Other Name. —Mountain Avens. 

Form.—H ardy perennials of a trailing habit of growth. 

Flowers. —Something of the strawberry flower, usually 
produced during June and July. 

Propagation. —Seed should be sown under glass during 
April or cuttings may be taken and rooted in sandy soil during 
spring or autumn. Pieces suitable for cuttings should be about 
two inches in length. 

Culture. —These plants will do well in full sunlight or in a 
partly shaded situation. A cool gritty soil suits them best and 
there should be a fair proportion of lime in it. They are de¬ 
lightful subjects during the winter months as well as in the 
■summer. 

The Best Kinds. — Dryas Drummondii has nodding golden 
yellow floweis which open in the summer, it grows to a height 
of four inches; D. octopetala produces pure white flowers in 
the summer and grows to a height of three inches. 
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ECHEVERIA 

Other Names.—N one. 

Form.—H alf-hardy plants of a dwarf habit of growth. 

Flowers.—R ed and yellow and produced on short stems. 

Propagation. —Usually by means of offsets, but also by means 
of leaf cuttings which should be taken in the summer. 

Culture. —These plants cannot stand the winter in the open 
and should be taken under shelter in the autumn. The plants 
may be potted up during March in four or five-inch pots in a 
mixture of good loam to which some mortar rubble has been 
added. 

The Best Kinds. —Now included in catalogues with the Coty¬ 
ledons. 


ECHINACEA 

Other Name. —Purple Cone Flower. 

Form. —Hardy perennials growing usually between three and 
four and a half feet in height. 

Flowers. —Red or reddish purple in the most popular garden 
kinds. 

Propagation. —Usually by root division which should be 
carried out in the spring, but may also be increased by seed 
sown during the summer. 

Culture. —This plant will succeed in light rich loam of 
ordinary quality and the most suitable planting month is March. 

The Best Kinds. —Echinacea purpurea bears red flowers 
during August or September. 


EDELWEISS 

Other Names. — Lconiopodium, Lion’s Foot. 

Form.— Hardy tufted woolly perennial herbs which usually 
grow about six inches high. 

Flowers. —White and starlike in appearance in woolly heads 
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Propagation. —By seed which should be sown under glass 
in the spring, or the plants may be increased by careful division 
of the roots in March or April. 

Culture.—' This is a mountain plant and should be given a 
home as nearly like that in which it thrives naturally as possible. 
Sandy soil on exposed but sunny parts of the rock garden will 
be found most suitable. The situation should be fairly dry. 

The Best Kinds. — Leontopodium alpinum is the only kind 
grown to any extent, it flowers from June to August, producing 
its white flowers freely and growing about six inches high. 


ENKIANTHTJS 

Other Names. —None. 

Form. —Hardy or tender evergreen or deciduous shrubs 
which vary greatly in height. 

Flowers. —These are usually large drooping and are white, 
scarlet or rose in colour. They are often something like a bell 
in shape. 

Propagation. —Mostly by cuttings of well matured wood 
which may be inserted for rooting in a frame or under a bell 
glass during the spring. 

Culture. —Equal parts of loam and peat form the most 
suitable compost for these plants. The best time to plant is 
October or November and the hardy kinds should be given 
a sunny sheltered situation. These plants do not need pruning. 

The Best Kinds. — Enkianthus campanulatus bears greenish 
white flowers tinted with red; E. himalaicus produces yellowish 
red flowers with reddish streaks during June; E. japonicus 
produces white nodding flowers in February; E. quinqueflorus 
has flowers which are red at the base and flesh-coloured at the 
tips. 


EQUESTRIAN STAR 

Other Name.— Hippeastrum. 

Form. —Bulbous plants which are almost evergreen. The 
height is mostly between one and three feet, 
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Flowers. —These are very much like lilies in appearance. 
Colour varies a good deal from pink to red and crimson as well 
as orange. Some varieties are spotted. 

Propagation. —The most satisfactory method is by means of 
offsets, the greatest care being necessary, however, when separating 
these from the old bulbs that the latter are not injured in any 
way. The offsets should be placed singly in rather small pots; 
if the pots are large so that there is too much soil round the 
bulbs these will not succeed. If desired to grow from seeds 
these may be sown in pots of sandy soil as soon as ripe and kept 
in a temperature of about 65° F. As soon as the seedlings are 
big enough to handle they should be potted in small pots. 

Culture. —These plants need plenty of light and sun to do 
well. The best soil is a rather heavy but good quality loam 
which should be well drained; the best planting month is February. 
The plants will need repotting about every fourth year. 

The Best Kinds. —Hippeastrum formosissiimun is one of the 
most popular kinds for greenhouse culture. 


EREMURUS 

Other Names. —Fox-tail Lily, Giant Asphodel, King’s Spear. 

Form.—H ardy herbaceous hyacinth like perennials; of rather 
tall habit of growth. 

Flowers.—P roduced on spikes and mostly yellow or white 
in colour. 

Propagation. —Usually increased by division of the plants. 

Culture.—A moderately good garden soil suits these plants, 
they should be given a sheltered position in the sun. 

The Best Kinds. —Eremurus Bungei produces golden yellow 
flowers during June and July; E. Elwesii bears its soft rose- 
coloured flowers in June; E. robustus produces pink flowers in 
June. 


ERINUS 

Other Name. —Summer Starwort. 

Form. —Hardy evergreen tufted alpine plant which grows 
to a height of five or six inches. 
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Flowers. —In the best garden kinds these are mostly purple 
and flower in the spring. 

Propagation. —By seeds sown in the earthy holes in cracks 
and crevices in the wall or rock garden; many will spring up 
from self-sown seed. Sometimes also by division of the roots. 

Culture. —On well-diained soil in cracks of the rock and 
wall garden. These plants need very little soil in which to thrive. 

The Best Kinds. —Erinus alpiruis produces purple flowers 
from March to June, it grows about five inches high. 


EUCHARIS 

Other Name.— Amazon Lily. 

Form. —These are greenhouse bulbous plants. The leaves 
are broad and the plants vary a good deal in height. 

Flowers. —In shape these are something like a daffodil and 
in colour mostly white. Several flowers are produced on a single 
flowering stem. 

Propagation. —By offsets from the parent bulbs, they should 
be separated from the old plants and potted singly in six-inch 
pots. 

Culture. —These plants need an abundance of water and do 
best in a temperature of between 70° and 80° F. in the summer 
and between 60° and 70° F. at other times of the year. When 
the leaves are fully matured rather less water should be given 
and the temperature should be lowered a few degrees. 

The Best Kinds. —Eucharis grandiflora produces pure white 
flowers of large size carried on leafless flower stems about two 
feet tall; E. Candida is a white variety the flowers of which are 
carried on a leafless flower stem two feet tall. They may be 
encouraged to flower at various seasons and with proper treat¬ 
ment will often flower twice or three times a year. 


EVERLASTING PEA 

Other Name .—Laihyrus latifolius. 

Form. —A beautiful climbing hardy perennial growing from 
three to eight feet in height. The plants last for many years. 
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Flowers. —This plant has flowers veiy similar in appearance 
to those of the sweet pea in a variety of colours, the most common 
being pink, white, red and rose. 

Propagation. —By seeds wh : ch often germinate irregularly so 
that a greater quantity should be grown than are wanted. The 
seed should be sown in prepared beds in the spring or early 
summer. 

Culture. —These plants like a good soil on the moist side 
and a sunny situation if they are to do well. In the autumn 
or the following spring the young plants should he pricked 
out to the positions they are to occupy. Favourite positions 
for these plants are on trellis work or to cover an arbour or 
near a wall, they will drape such objects with foliage and during 
the summer with a delightful array of colour. 

The Best Kinds. —Latifolius is a pretty pink and Latifolius 
albus a good white; Pink Beauty and White Pearl are two 
varieties welt worth growing; L. pubescent is a half-hardy laven¬ 
der-blue climbing kind which is sweet-scented and of great 
beauty. 


FLAX 

Other Names. — Limmi, Linseed-oil Plant. 

Form. —Hardy annuals and perennials, height from six to 
eighteen inches. 

Flowers. —The beauty of the colouring of the best varieties 
is their chief attraction. The most usual colours are red, rose, 
blue, yellow and white borne singly at the top of branched 
flowering stems, a large number of which are produced by each 
plant. 

Propagation. —Annuals by seed which should be sown 
thinly in a well-prepared bed, and covered with soil to a depth 
of about a quarter of an inch. The best time for seed sowing 
is the spring. When the young plants are big enough to handle 
they should be thinned to about seven inches apart. Perennial 
kinds may also be grown from seed which should be sown in 
April in the open or under glass during March. These may 
also be increased by cuttings which will root well if inserted in 
sandy soil in July. 

Culture. —These plants prefer a dry situation and a light 
soil, they should also be grown in full sunlight. The best time 
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to plant the perennials is either during April or October. Some 
kinds are particularly suited for the rock garden and with the 
soil for these should be mixed a quantity of grit. If it is desired 
to grow flax in pots these should be filled with a mixture of peat, 
loam and a small quantity of sand. After the flowering season 
pot-grown plants should be cut back hard. 

The Best Kinds. — Linum alpinum is a pretty blue which 
grows about six inches high and flowers during May and June; 
L. grcmdiflorum is a crimson-scarlet having a black centre, it 
grows about a foot high and flowers in October; L. flavum flowers 
from June to September and grows to a height of ten inches, 
its flowers being an attractive yellow in colour; L. salsoloides 
flowers during July and August, it is rose-lilac in colour and 
grows between four and eight inches in height. 


FLEABANE 

Other Names. — Cimicifuga, Pulicaria, Erigeron, Inula. 

Form. —Three entirely different plants have been given the 
name fleabane. Pulicaria is of little use as a garden plant and 
may be ignored. Both Erigeron and Inula are hardy herbaceous 
plants of which several kinds are well worth growing. Each 
plant of both these subjects forms a clump. The plants vary in 
height, the smaller kinds growing not much more than six inches 
high, while the taller varieties grow two feet or more in height. 

Flowers. —The flowers of both Erigeron and Inula belong 
to the composite family. In the case of Erigeron they are 
produced singly at the top of flowering stems which shoot up 
in profusion. The flowers of Inula are sometimes produced 
singly at the top of upright flowering stems, but with other 
species several flowers are produced on short branches at the 
head of the main flowering stems. 

Propagation. —Both Erigeron and Inula may be increased 
by seed or by division of the roots without the slightest difficulty. 
The roots should be divided in the late autumn or during 
February. 

Culture. —Both of these plants thrive without special atten¬ 
tion in any ordinary garden soil, but the clumps should be 
divided from time to time or the quality of the bloom will 
deteriorate. 
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The Best Kinds. — Erigeron alpinus is a fine rock garden species 
bearing flowers of lavender blue in July, it grows to a height of 
a foot; E. aurantiacus bears orange flowers during May, June 
and July and grows to a height of about twelve inches; E. 
Coulteri bears white flowers during June, July and August and 
grows eighteen inches high; Inula glandulosa bears golden yellow 
flowers and grows about two feet in height; I. grandiflora begins 
to flower in July and continues during August and September 
it grows between two and three feet high; 7. Hookeri is a great 
favourite, it has large yellow flowers in August and grows about, 
three feet in height. 

FLOWERING RUSH 

Other Name.— Butomus. 

Form. —A very beautiful hardy perennial aquatic flowering rush. 

Flowers.—S everal produced in a tuft-like arrangement 
at the top of a single flowering stem; it grows to a height of 
between two and three feet. 

Propagation.— Easily carried out by division of the roots 
in the spring. 

Culture. —Thrives on the margins of ponds and on muddy 
banks where it needs little attention. 

The Best Kinds. —Butomos umbellatus produces its beautiful 
pink flowers during June, July and August. 


FORGET-ME-NOT 

Other Name.— Myosotis. 

Form.—H ardy annuals and perennials most of which grow 
between six and twelve inches in height. 

Flowers. —Produced in clusters called cymes at the top of 
the slender flowering stems. Colours usually blue, pink, rose 
or white. 

Propagation. —Seed should be sown in the spring or summer 
in a warm sunny situation or old plants may easily be increased 
by division in the autumn. 

Culture. —This plant prefers a moist shady situation where 
it will grow with little attention except that it should be kept 
clear of weeds which once they intermingle with the plants will 
be difficult to get rid of. 
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The Best Kinds, — Myosoiis dissitiflora bears light-blue flowers 
during April, May and June, it grows between six and nine 
inches high; M. palustris semperflorens has blue and yellow 
flowers from May to September and grows from six inches to 
nine inches high; M. pyrenaica has blue, pink or white flowers 
between June and August and grows she inches high. 


FOXGLOVE 

Other Name.— Digitalis. 

Form. —Hardy biennials and perennials of upright habit of 
growth. 

Flowers. —Up-to-date kinds arc available in a wide variety 
of colours. They are tubular in form and are packed closely 
together in the form of a spike on the upper part of the stem 
of the plant. 

Propagation. —The most common method is by seed which 
may be sown in the open in pans or in a border during May. 
June or July. The young plants should be transplanted to tlve 
positions in which they are to flower during showery weather 
in August or early September. Perennial kinds may be increased 
by dividing the roots during the autumn or the spring. 

Culture. —These plants thrive with little attention, but it is 
desirable to keep down weeds growing between the groups of 
plants by regular hoeing. Moving the surface soil in this way 
is also beneficial to the plants. 

The Best Kinds. — Digitalis purpurea bears white and purple 
flowers; D. gloxinaeflora may be had in a wide range of colours, 
the flowers being spotted; D. lutea is a pale yellow kind; D. 
monstrosa is a beautiful variety which may be grown in a large 
number of colours; D. tomentosa bears flowers of good size 
which are red. AH kinds flower throughout the summer and 
the height varies between about two feet and four feet six inches. 


FREESIA 

Other Names.—N one. 

Form.—B ulbous plants, the leaves of which are small and 
swordlike. They usually grow between one and two feet in height. 
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Flov, ers, —These vary iu colour through rose, white, orange 
and rose as well as numerous other shades and mixtures. The 
flowers, which are tubular in form, are usually found one above 
the other on the upper part of the flowering stems. 

Propagation. —The most common method is by seed sown 
in August or in January in pots under glass, but plenty of light 
and air should be provided. It is a good plan to sow in pots 
of a large size so that the plants may remain in these for flowering, 
thinning out any that appear to be overcrowding; the reason 
for this is that the roots are so brittle that they are likely to be 
injured or destroyed if repotting is attempted. 

Culture. —These plants like a light porous soil of good quality 
and the pots in which they are grown should be well drained. 
The bulbs should be planted at such depth that a half an inch 
of soil covers the tops of the bulbs and there should be a space of 
at least an inch from bulb to bulb. When planted the pots may 
be placed in a cold frame or a cool greenhouse at a temperature 
of between 45° and 65° F. When the foliage is dead and the 
bulbs dry they should be carefully taken out and graded ready 
to be planted out again at the proper time. 

The Best Kinds. —The seeds are mostly sold in mixed packets, 
but the following are useful named varieties—Beauty, a rose 
mauve kind; Excelsior, cream; La France, cream and mauve; 
Grey Dawn, lavender-grey and white, and Golden Oriole, yellow 
and orange yellow. 


FUCHSIA 

Other Name. —Lady’s Ear-drops. 

Form. —Hardy and half-hardy shrubs of varying height, 
many of graceful habit of growth. Some varieties may be 
trained as climbers. 

Flowers. —Almost always drooping from the plant often in 
clusters, with a few varieties singly. Colours are mostly red, 
scarlet or purple sometimes combined with cream. 

Propagation. —A common method is by means of cuttings. 
These are best taken from the ends of young shoots which are 
free from flowers. Those that root most freely are obtained from 
established plants when these begin to make new growth in the 
spring. Insert the cuttings in light soil round the sides of the 
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pots and place in bottom heat of from 55° to 65° F. When roots 
are formed pot on singly and into larger pots, as the plants 
require moie space. Fuchsias may also be grown from seed 
which may be sown at any season, but if sown in January or 
February plants will bloom in July or August of the same 
year. Soil with which the pots are filled should not be too 
light and should be well firmed. When sown in mid-winter the 
greenhouse must be fairly well heated; sown later, less heat 
will be necessary. When big enough to handle transfer the young 
plants to larger pots, planting several round the edge of each 
pot. After transplanting keep in the shade and keep well moist 
until growth begins. 

Culture. —As the plants grow they will need placing singly 
in larger pots. They should not be forced too much. The soil 
for plants at this time should be light and rich with a fair pro¬ 
portion of cow manure added if this is to be had. It is not 
worth while potting on seedlings with narrow pointed leaves, 
as they are useless. Those with short round leaves should give 
a fine display. The culture of hardy fuchsias in the open is 
simple. They should be cut right down to the ground in Novem¬ 
ber and the dead ends should be trimmed back in the spring. 

The Best Kinds. —Fuchsia corallina is a purple and red variety; 
F. macrostemma is a good scarlet; F. cot difolia is an unusual red 
and green and F. corymbiflora is 4 scarlet. All kinds grow from 
five to seven feet high and flower in the late summer. 


GAILLARDIA 

Other Name. —Blanket Flower. 

Form. —Hardy annual and perennial herbaceous plants which 
are usually treated as half-hardy annuals and biennials. 

Flowers. —These plants carry brightly-coloured flowers on 
long stems which make them as useful for decoration in vases 
as in the garden. They belong to the composite order of flowers 
and remain in bloom for a very long time. White, crimson, 
red and yellow are the more usual colours. 

Propagation. —Almost always by seed which should be sown 
in March so that the young plants are ready for planting out¬ 
side by May. The seed will germinate in any soil of good quality 
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and needs only moderate heat to assist germination. Annual 
kinds may be sown thinly out of doors during April, May or June 
and thinned out to about a foot apart when big enough to handle. 

Culture. —In order to keep plants grown from seed in pots 
or pans short and sturdy, they should be pricked off into other 
pots as soon as big enough to handle, after this they may be 
hardened off ready for planting out in late May or early June. 

The Best Kinds. —Named varieties of annuals worth growing 
include The Bride, a good white; Crimson Glow, a beautiful 
crimson; Picta Aurora Borealis, a fine red and yellow. Good 
perennials include Grandiflora , a good red; The King, red and 
yellow, and Burgundy, a rich wine-red colour. They flower 
throughout the summer and grow from one to two and a half feet 
high according to the quality of the soil and the situation. 


GARDENIA 

Other Name. —Cape Jasmine. 

Form.—G reenhouse evergreen flowering shrubs which vary 
in height from two to five or six feet. 

Flowers. —There are both single and double kinds and they 
are valued not only for the beauty of the flower but also for 
their sweet scent. The different species flower at different 
seasons, so that a collection of different kinds will flower over 
a long period.' 

Propagation. —Usually by means of cuttings, but these 
plants may also be grown from seed. Cuttings do best when 
taken during January, and in order to form roots they should 
be inserted in pots filled with old turfy loam to which small 
quantities of decayed leaves and peat have been added, also a 
small quantity of old mushroom bed manure if this is to be 
obtained. A temperature of between 70° and 80° F. will be needed 
to encourage root formation. For seed sowing, pots should be 
filled with three parts peat and one part loam and the seed 
sown any time between February and May, the young plants 
being transplanted when in their third leaf. 

Culture. —When the cuttings are rooted they should be 
potted singly and placed in a temperature of about 70° F. The 
final potting should be into eight-inch pots. February and 

G 
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March are the best months for potting. The plants should be 
carefully pruned into shape, but this should not be overdone. 

The Best Kinds. —Gardenia florida and its various varieties 
is the species most commonly grown. The flowers are a pure 
white and the flowering period depends on the variety and 
the methods of culture practised. 


GENTIAN 

Other Name.— Gentiana. 

Form. —Hardy perennial rock plants, the most popular kinds 
vary from a few inches to four feet in height. 

Flowers. —Blue is the most usual colour, but both yellow 
and white varieties are obtainable. Usually on upright stems. 

Propagation. —Usually by seeds which should be sown in 
the spring or the autumn in soil which has been sifted very 
finely. The seeds are merely pressed into the soil without being 
covered. Only a few kinds can safely be increased by division, 
which should be carried out in Lhe early spring. Gentiana 
acaulis is one of the most popular kinds that may be increased 
in this way. 

Culture. —These plants do best in a well-drained soil, and 
during the summer months they need plenty of moisture. 
They should be given conditions as near those under which 
they grow naturally as possible. It is waste of time to attempt 
to grow these plants in town gardens. 

The Best Kinds. —Gentiana acaulis is a wonderfully attractive 
blue plant well suited to rockeries or borders. There is a pure 
white variety of this also worth growing. The flowering period 
is May. G. Andrewsii is a taller blue kind which flowers from 
July to September; G. lutea is a yellow kind which flowers in 
the summer, it grows four feet high. 


GERANIUM 

Other Names. —Crane’s Bill, Pelargonium. 

Form. —Hardy and half-hardy herbaceous rock or border 
plants which vary in height from about four inches to two feet. 
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Flowers. —Purple, various shades of red, blue and white 
are the most usual colours. In some the flowers are produced 
singly on each stem, in others several are produced on a branched 
stem. 

Propagation. —Seeds may be sown in the spring in a well- 
prepared bed in a sunny situation. The roots may also be 
divided with success during October or March. Cuttings may be 
taken in June and July during dry weather and rooted in pots 
containing loam, leaf mould and sand. 

Culture. —The half-hardy perennials may be used for 
planting out in beds in the summer. The hardy rock and border 
kinds should be given a well-drained soil in a sunny situation. 

The Best Kinds. —The following are some good rock garden 
sorts: Geranium armenum bears red flowers throughout the 
summer and grows two feet high; G. dahuricum is a purple kind 
which grows about eighteen inches high; G. Endressii is a rose- 
coloured species flowering through the summer and growing 
about a foot high; G- prufiense, of which many varieties are 
available, and G. tuberosum, which bears pink or purple flowers 
and blooms through the spring and summer. See also Pelar¬ 
goniums. 


GEUM 

Other Name.—A vens. 

Form. —Hardy perennials growing about eighteen inches 
high. They are mostly of upright habit of growth. 

Flowers. —Very showy and attractive whether in the garden 
or as cut flowers in the home. The more usual colours are 
golden yellow, orange, crimson or scarlet. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in the spring or summer in 
well prepared beds, or the plants may be easily increased by 
division of the roots in the spring or autumn, the divided 
portions being planted where they are to flower. 

Culture. —Young plants grown from seed should be pricked 
off and planted where they are to flower during the aut umn or 
the spring. For a time after planting great care should be taken 
to see that the plants are well supplied with water. 

The Best Kinds.—A few good-named varieties are Lady 
Stratheden, which bears beautiful golden yellow flowers for 
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a long period during the summer; Mrs. Bradshaw is a beautiful 
crimson scarlet double-flowered kind; Orange Queen has de¬ 
lightful orange flowers. 


GILIA 

Other Name. — Ipomopsis. 

Form. —Hardy annuals and half-hardy biennials having 
very narrow leaves arranged in circles round the stem. These 
plants vary in height from about four to forty-eight inches. 

Flowers. —Produced in little clusters at the tops of the 
graceful stems. Blue, lilac, white and yellow are the more 
usual colourings. 

Propagation. —Seed of the annuals should be sown during 
the spring at a depth of about a quarter of an inch. When big 
enough they should be thinned to about three inches apart. 
Seed of the biennials should be sown under glass in June and 
potted on when big enough. 

Culture. —During May of the year after sowing the seed, 
the plants should be planted out where they are to flower. In 
light warm soil a sowing of the annuals may be made in the 
open in September. 

The Best Kinds.— Among annual Gilia, androsacea is a 
good pink which grows to a height of nine inches; G. aurea 
is a yellow growing only five inches high; G. densiflora is a rosy 
lilac growing a foot high; G. tricolor may be had in pale purple, 
white and yellow colours. All are summer flowering. Among 
the biennials Gilia coronopifolia has long tubular scarlet flowers 
and grows from two to four feet high. 


GLADIOLUS 

Other Names. —Corn Flag, Sword-Lily. 

Form. —These are grown from corms which are often mis¬ 
takenly called bulbs, which they resemble to some extent. The 
leaves are sword-shaped and the various types vary in height a 
good deal. 

Flowers. —There is a wide range of colours, many very 
delicate and blending one into the other. The flowers are borne 
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on the upper portion of the flowering stem. There are early 
and late flowering kinds. 

Propagation. —Usually by the small bulbils which are found 
round the parent corms when these are lifted. These small 
bulbils should be planted in trenches about two or three inches 
deep on good soil, the best time for doing this is March or early 
April. Some of these will flower the first, some the second year 
and the remainder the third year. Gladioli may also be grown 
from seed. Large pots should be used and good drainage should 
be ensured. Good soil should be pressed firmly into the pots. 
The seeds should be dibbled in about an inch apart in February 
at a depth of about half an inch. A temperature of between 
65° and 75° F. will be necessary for germination. It will be 
necessary to water the seed pots. Sown in pots in May they 
may be placed in a cold frame to germinate. 

Culture. —Seedlings should be hardened off when weather 
conditions are suitable, after they are an inch high. When 
planting gladioli a little loose sand should be placed in each 
hole, which should be about four or five inches deep. It is a 
mistake to plant too early. April is the best month. As the 
flowering stems shoot up they should be carefully staked. About 
October take up the bulbs and store for the winter. For pot 
culture one corm should go to a six-inch pot, planting about three 
inches deep during November. Cover with fibre or similar 
material until growth begins and water well while the plants 
are growing. They should be kept in a frame during the winter 
and taken to a cold greenhouse to flower. 

The Best Kinds. —For early flowering, Gladiolus byzantinus 
is a purple red species growing a foot and a half high; G. 
cardinalis grows two and a half feet high, is scarlet in colour 
and has white spots. Of the late flowering kinds G. gandavensis 
may be grown in pmpie rose and white varieties. There are 
literally hundreds of delightful varieties of all types from which 
a selection may be made. 


GLOBE FLOWER 

Other Name.— Trollius. 

Form.—H ardy herbaceous perennials of erect habit of growth. 
Flowers—M ostly white, red, purple and pink in colour. 
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Produced at the end of upright stems and flowering branches 
from these. 

Propagation. —The most satisfactory method is by division 
which should be carried out in September. They may also 
be grown from seed, but the seed does not usually germinate 
until the year after it is sown. 

Culture. —This plant will do well in moist soil by the side 
of the water garden or a stream, but it also thrives in a border 
if the soil is rather heavy and on the moist side. No particular 
attention is necessary to succeed with this subject. 

The Best Kinds. —Trollius acaulis grows about four or five 
inches high and has bright yellow flowers two inches in diameter 
in May and June; T. europaeus grows about thirty inches high, 
its variety, napellifolius, has orange flowers in May and June; 
T. Ledebourii produces its golden yellow bloom in April and 
May, it grows between two feet six inches and three feet tall. 


GLORY OF THE SNOW 

Other Name. — Chionodoxa. 

Form.—H ardy bulbs varying in height from six to ten inches, 
having leaves of the daffodil type. 

Flowers. —Mostly mauve, blue or white, several on the upper 
part of the flowering stem. 

Propagation. —The most usual method is by separating the 
small bulbs or offsets which are produced round the parent 
bulb and planting these. May also be increased by seed very 
easily, and if the seeds are allowed to ripen, seedlings will 
appear in large numbers. 

Culture. —They do not like to be moved and should remain 
in the position in which they have been planted for several 
years. They will do well in ordinary garden soil. Apart from 
care in planting, which should be carried out in the autumn, 
no particular attention is needed. 

The Best Kinds. —Chionodoxa Luciliae gigantea grows about 
nine inches high, varieties may be had in white, blue and mauve; 
C. L. grandiflora produces lavender-blue flowers having a white 
centre and grows about nine inches high; C. L. var. sardensis 
grows about seven inches high and has bright blue flowers. 
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GLOXINIA 


Other Names. —None. 

Form. —Tuberous-rooted perennials which need the pro¬ 
tection of a greenhouse. Most varieties grow to a height of 
about a foot. 

Flowers. —The colours in which this plant is usually to be 
obtained are crimson, pink, red, mauve, white. Several flower 
stems are formed to each plant and the flowers are produced 
one at the apex of each. There is one kind having drooping 
flowers. 

Propagation. —By seed which should be sown in February 
in a mixture of finely sifted peat, leaf mould and sand. After 
sowing, the seed should be carefully watered and placed in a 
temperature of about 70° F. in the shade. As soon as the 
seedlings are big enough to handle they should be pricked off 
about an inch apart. Cuttings taken when growth starts in the 
spring will easily form roots. If a healthy leaf is planted in 
sandy loam and leaf mould with the stalk downwards and the 
surface of the leaf just clear of the soil, roots will form on the 
under side of the leaf and a new plant will form. 

Culture. —The roots which may be stored in dry soil during 
the winter should be started into growth during February, 
March or April. To do this they should be placed in a layer of 
compost containing leaf mould, peat and sand. They should be 
kept moist, and when growth has started plant singly in four- 
inch pots so that the top of the tuber is uncovered. They should 
go into six-inch pots when buds are forming. When in flower 
the temperature should be lowered a little and water less fre¬ 
quently. After flowering dry off and store in dry soil or, better 
still, in coco-nut fibre. 

The Best Kinds. —Minerva has white flowers with a pink 
ring round the centre; Premier is purple near the base turning 
gradually to blue and then to a margin of white; Beacon is a 
good crimson kind and Cyclops rose-scarlet and white. 
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GOLDEN BELL 

Other Name.— Forsythia. 

Form. —Hardy deciduous shrubs. 

Flowers. —These are produced along the flowering branches 
and are yellow. 

Propagation. —By cuttings of soft wood rooted in a frame 
during June or July, also sometimes by layers. 

Culture. —This plant likes a sunny position, when it will 
do well in ordinary soil. The best time to plant is in the autumn 
during October or November. 

The Best Kinds. —Forsythia suspensa and F. viridissima, 
both of which flower in March and April. 


GOLDEN THISTLE 

Other Name.— Scolymus. 

Form. —Hardy herbaceous perennial growing about three 
feet in height. It is an upright-growing plant. 

Flowers. —It has large yellow flower heads. 

Propagation. —Easily carried out by division in the spring 
or by seed sown in the open in the early summer. 

Culture.—D oes well in ordinary garden soil in a sunny 
position, but does not like shade. 

The Best Kinds. —Scolymus grandiflorus produces large 
yellow flowers in May; S. hispanicus also bears large yellow 
flowers, but these are open in August. 


GRAMMANTHES 

Other Names. —None. 

Form. —Dwarf-growing half-hardy annuals suitable for the 
rock garden. 

Flowers. —In the best of the garden kinds these are yellow. 
Propagation, —By seed sown in boxes and placed in a cool 
greenhouse during March. The young plants should be pricked 
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off into other boxes as soon as they are big enough to handle, 
hardened off gradually and planted outside during June. 

Culture. —This plant does best in a light sandy soil or in a 
soil which contains a proportion of peat and should be given 
a position which is both warm and sheltered. 

The Best Kinds. — Giammanthes gentianoides is a very pretty 
kind and is the most commonly grown. It bears yellow flowers 
during the summer and grows about four to five inches in height. 


GRAPE HYACINTH 

Other Name.— Muscari. 

Form.—H ardy bulbs growing from six to eight or nine inches 
high. 

Flowers. —Blue or white, bom along the whole of the upper 
part of the flowering stem in a similar manner to the hyacinth, 
but the flowers are much smaller. 

Propagation. —This is always carried out by means of off¬ 
sets from the parent bulbs in the autumn. 

Culture. —Planting should take place in late September or 
October, the bulbs being put in just over two inches deep and 
having three to four inches space from bulb to bulb. The 
section known as Feather Hyacinths does best in a warm situation 
and is well suited for pot culture. Grown out of doors all Grape 
Hyacinths will need lifting from time to time to avoid over¬ 
crowding. 

The Best Kinds. — Hyacinthus azureus bears beautiful blue 
flowers in February and grows about four inches high; Muscari 
botryoides grows from six to nine inches high and bears blue 
flowers in April; M. comosum bears blue flowers in May and 
grows to a height of about six inches; M. Heavenly Blue has 
rich blue flowers and grows about a foot high. 


GUERNSEY LILY 

Other Name.— Nerine. 

Form. —Beautiful greenhouse bulbous plants. 

Flowers. —These plants were at one time difficult to get to 
flower, but improved varieties flower freely. Rose, pink, scarlet 
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and white are among the colours grown and the flowers possess the 
property of shining brightly either in sunlight or in artificial light. 

Propagation. —Hand fertilisation is necessary for the 
production of seed, which should be sown thinly in pots or pans. 
Seedlings should not be transplanted until the second year 
after sowing. They may also be increased by offsets. 

Culture. —A mixture of good loam and sand is the best. Too 
large pots should not be used as they produce the finest flowers 
when cramped for root space. These plants should be repotted 
every fourth year during August. When they begin to show 
signs of flowering they should be watered regularly and fed with 
liquid manure at intervals. About June and July the plants 
should be kept dry and exposed to full sunlight. 

The Best Kinds. —Nerine Bowdenii has large pink flowers, 
there is also a white variety; N. Epic is a rose-pink kind; N. 
undulata is a soft flesh colour and N. sarniensis a pale salmon. 
These plants grow about twenty inches high and flower from 
September to December. 


GYPSOPHILA 

Other Names. —Chalk Plant, Gauze Flower, Cloud Plant. 

Form. —Hardy annuals and perennials. These plants vary 
greatly in height. 

Flowers. —These are small and white or pink in colour; 
they are scattered all over the plant which has a gauze-like 
appearance giving it the name by which it is sometimes known. 

Propagation. —By seeds, cuttings or division of the roots. Seed 
of annuals may be sown thinly during March, April or May 
or a sowing may be made in September. The position chosen 
should be well drained. When the plants are an inch or two 
high, thin out to four or five inches apart. Seed of perennials 
may be sown in the open in April or under glass in March. 
If the roots of perennials are divided this should be done in the 
spring or the autumn or cuttings may be taken in the spring. 

Culture. —Perennials should be planted where they are to 
grow in the spring or the autumn. The plants do best in a light 
loam but they appreciate a fair proportion of lime- 

The Best Kinds. —Among annuals, Gypsophila eiegans 
grows about sixteen inches high and flowers in the spring, the 
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flowers being white; C. muralis is a good pink summer flowering 
kind which grows about six inches high. Good perennials in¬ 
clude G. acutifolia, which grows three feet high and bears 
white flowers in the summer; G. grandiflora is a white June- 
flowering kind which grows two feet high. G. cerastioides is 
a good rock-garden kind growing only about three inches 
high. 


HEATH 

Other Names. —Heather, Erica. 

Form. —Hardy and greenhouse evergreen shrubs. The twigs 
of most kinds, because of the narrow wire-like leaves, have 
rather the appearance of feathers, but there are so many hundreds 
of kinds that it is only possible to give an idea of the more 
usual kinds. 

Flowers. —There is a great diversity in the shape and the 
colouring of these. Often they are of a drooping habit; often 
produced in clusters at the ends of twigs, or again the flowers 
may be distributed more or less evenly along the flowering 
branches. 

Propagation. —Although it is a fairly easy matter to grow 
heaths from seed, this method is not often practised. Cuttings 
are most usually employed to increase this plant. Cuttings 
are best if obtained from the lower parts of the plant, and 
should consist of ripened twiggy shoots. Cuttings should 
be very short, not more than an inch long, the lower leaves should 
be removed and the cuttings inserted in fine sandy soil to which 
some peat has been added; several cuttings may be inserted in 
each pot, the pots being placed in a frame. They will need a 
good watering after insertion, and when growth begins air should 
be admitted. The plants should be stopped and the following 
spring should be planted singly in pots. They should also be 
increased by layering in the ordinary way. 

Culture. —Heaths should be planted during the autumn in 
a sunny situation in light soil, which should be free from lime. 
The shrubs need little pr unin g, but dead flowers should be 
removed once or twice during the season. The greenhouse 
kinds should be trimmed after they have flowered. 

The Best Kinds. —There are so many equally valuable that 
only a very small selection has been attempted here. Alporti 
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is a good crimson; Flore plena is a double-flowered kind; 
Hammondi is pure white and grows about a foot and a half 
high; E. Carnea has pink flowers and likes a limestone soil, it 
grows from four to six inches high; E. Tetralix has flowers of 
rosy purple and grows a foot in height. 


HELENIUM 

Other Name. —Sneezewort. 

Form. —Hardy perennials and annuals which vary in height 
from two to about six feet. 

Flowers. —Mostly yellow, red and orange, very attractive, 
and produced abundantly. 

Propagation. —Seed sown in the spring or by division of 
the roots in the autumn or spring. 

Culture. —Any reasonably good garden soil in a sunny 
position is suitable, autumn and spring being the best planting 
seasons. Staking should be carried out as the plants grow. 

The Best Kinds. — H- autumnale is a yellow kind flowering 
from June to October, it grows four feet in height; H. Hoopesii 
is an orange kind flowering at the same time and growing to a 
height of thirty inches; H. pumilum has many varieties and 
varies from two and a half to five feet in height. 


HELICHRYSUM 

Other Name. —Everlasting Flower. 

Form. —Half-hardy or hardy perennials or annuals. 

Flowers. —Bright golden yellow, bronze, white, deep scarlet, 
and several other shades are available. 

Propagation. —By seed in the case of annuals. The seed 
may be sown in the open in April or earlier if a little heat can 
be provided. The seedlings should be pricked out by the middle 
of May. The perennials may be propagated by division in the 
spring or cuttings in the summer. 

Culture. —The best of the perennials are sand-loving plants, 
but they should, for all this, be given a full amount of manure. 
The annuals like a deep rich loam but there should be no sign of 
stagnant moisture if they are to do well. When these plants are 
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being cut to dry for winter use they should be taken when only 
about half open and hung in a cool shed flower heads down¬ 
wards. 

The Best Kinds. —Helichrysum arenarium is the best of the 
perennials; H- bracteatum is a good annual; H. bellidioides is a 
creeping plant with white in the heads. It should be given an 
open and snug site. There are numerous attractive-named varieties 
and these are continually being improved. 


HELIOTROPE 

Other Names. — Heliotropium , Cherry Pie. 

Form. —Soft-wooded shrubby plants varying in height from 
about one foot to four feet. 

Flowers. —In clusters at the end of branched flowering 
stems, usually blue or white in colour. 

Propagation. —By cuttings usually, as these give the most 
satisfactory results. The growing points of shoots make the 
best cuttings and early spring or late summer is the best time to 
take these. The cuttings should be inserted in boxes and placed 
in a frame with a little heat. In about six weeks pot up singly 
and move into the greenhouse. May also be increased by seed, 
which is best sown thinly in the spring in moderate heat. The 
young plants will be ready for potting up in April. 

Culture. —When young plants grown from seed are about four 
or five inches high they should be pinched back, and if wanted 
for summer bedding they may be planted out after all danger 
of frost is over. During the winter they should be kept in a 
temperature of about 60° F. Grown as pot plants they should 
be watered well in summer but kept dry during the winter. 

The Best Kinds. —Madam Braunt is a mauve kind which 
flowers from May to September; Lord Roberts is attractive, 
as are also President Garfield, the Speaker and White Lady. 


HEUCHERA 

Other Name. —Alum Root. 

Form. —Hardy perennials growing in low clumps. 

Flowers. —Produced in the form of attractive sprays, a large 
number to a plant. The usual colours are purple, various shades 
of red and pink, and white. 
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Propagation. —Undoubtedly the most satisfactory method 
is by dividing the roots in the autumn or the spring. This plant 
may also be increased by seed sown in the spring or autumn. 

Culture. —They do not like a heavy clay, but apart from this 
they will do well in any soil of average quality. The only atten¬ 
tion they need is that of taking them up and dividing the roots 
when these have been in the ground for some time. 

The Best Kinds. — Heuchera brizoides gracillima is a rose- 
coloured variety; H. glabra is an attractive pink kind and H. 
hybrida may be had in various colours. 


HIMALAYAN POPPY 

Other Name.— Meconopsis. 

Form. —Hardy herbaceous plants, mostly perennial or 
biennial, which vary greatly in height. 

Flowers.— These are large and showy and mostly red, yellow 
or blue in colour. 

Propagation. —The biennials by seed and the perennials by 
division of the roots, the best time for dividing these being 
the spring. They may also be raised from seed sown in the 
spring which should be given the protection of a frame. 

Culture. —March and April are the best planting months and 
the plants prefer a gritty loam combined with some peat. They 
do best in part shade. Some of these plants are particularly 
suited for the rock garden. 

The Best Kinds. — Meconopsis paniculata is a biennial which 
grows four or five feet high and bears its yellow flowers from 
July onwards; M. Wallichii is a popular blue biennial which 
flowers well into the autumn, it grows from three to six feet 
high; Meconopsis cambrica is a yellow perennial growing about 
a foot high and flowering from May to September; M. racemosa 
is a blue-flowered kind suitable for the rock garden. 


HOLLYHOCK 

Other Name, — Althaea. 

Form.-—H ardy perennials of upright habit of growth varying 
in height between about seven and twelve feet. 
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Flowers. —These are of rosette form and are produced for 
the most part at the joint of the leaf stalk and the stem. There 
is a wide range of colours. The flowering period is the autumn. 

Propagation. —The most usual method is by seed sown in 
prepared beds in the open during the spring or summer. If 
wanted to flower the first season, they should be sown under 
glass in February. It is possible also to increase by means of 
cuttings of young shoots obtained from near the roots, these 
should be about three or four inches in length and should be 
inserted singly in small pots of light sandy soil. They should be 
kept shaded in a cold frame until roots are formed. 

Sometimes also the plants are propagated by division of the 
roots at the usual time. 

Culture. —When plants grown from seed have reached the 
fourth leaf they should be transplanted to the positions in 
which they are wanted to flower. On poor land a mulch of farm¬ 
yard manure will be necessary during the growing season 
from time to time to keep the plants in health. After flowering 
the plants should be cut down to within six inches of the ground. 
A spraying with Bordeaux in the early spring and again when 
the flower spikes are forming will prevent Hollyhock rust attack¬ 
ing the plants. 

The Best Kinds. —Countryside is an attractive crimson; 
Palling Belle a delightful silvery pink; Golden Beauty a charming 
yellow; Double Imperator is a giant-flowered kind the flowers 
of which are delightfully frilled and are very varied in colour; 
there are also many other kinds with mixed colours. 


HONESTY 

Other Name.— Lunaria . 

Form. —Hardy biennials growing from two feet to two feet 
six inches in height. 

Flowers.— Lilac, purple or white, produced in May, June and 
July. Valued for the ornamental appearance of the seed pods 
when dried and peeled for winter decoration of the house. 

Propagation. —In ordinary garden soil self-sown seed will 
maintain a supply, or a seed bed may be prepared and seed sown 
in a rather shady situation in the late spring. 

Culture.— The young plants from the seed bed are best 
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transplanted to their flowering quarters in the autumn. This 
plant will thrive on a north border and as the flowers, no less 
than the seed pods, are attractive, it is a valuable addition 
in such a position. 

The Best Kind.— Lunaria is the most popular, it may be 
obtained in purple, white, crimson, or lilac colours. 


HORMINUM 

Other Name. —Clary. 

Form. —Hardy perennial which grows between six and twelve 
inches high. 

Flowers. —These are a purplish blue in colour, nodding, 
and about one inch in length. 

Propagation. —Usually by dividing the roots, but may also be 
increased by seed sown during the spring or summer in the 
open and transplanted when of sufficient size. 

Culture. —It likes a well-drained situation in ordinary soil. 
A dry site suits it best and it is useful for planting in sunny 
borders or in the rock garden. 

The Best Kind.— Horminum pyrenaicum (Pyrenean Clary) 
bears purple-blue flowers from June to August and grows about 
ten inches high. 


HOTTONIA 

Other Name. —Featherfoil. 

Form. —Hardy herbaceous aquatic perennial. 

Flowers. —Lilac and yellow or white, produced at water 
level in May and June and very showy. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in ordinary soil in shallow water 
in the spring, or by dividing the plants, this should be done 
during April. 

Culture. —This handsome plant should be planted in a sunny 
position in a shallow part of the water, but will grow where the 
water is from about nine or ten inches to three feet in depth. 

The Best Kind. —Hottonia palustris (Water Violet). This 
beautiful plant produces delightful violet and yellow flowers 
during May and June. 





Sutton’s Double Large-flowered Scabious. 
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HOUND’S TONGUE 

Other Name. — Cynoglossum. 

Form. —An annual plant growing about nine inches high 
suitable for edging beds, for the rock garden or for carpeting. 

Flowers. —Rather like the forget-me-not, they are blue in 
colour and produced during July and August. 

Propagation. —By seed sown where the plants are wanted to 
flower in the spring or during September. 

Culture.— Valuable because they will usually do well in 
rather poor soil as well as in any ordinary garden soil. Once 
the seed is sown they need little attention. 

The Best Kind. — C. wallichn is about the best, it grows nine 
inches high and produces its blue flowers during July and 
August. 


HOUSELEEK 

Other Name. — Sempervivum. 

Form. —Succulent hardy and nearly hardy perennials, the 
thick fleshy leaves are produced in a rosette form. 

Flowers. —Mostly red, yellow or purple, but one or two 
kinds have white flowers which are usually produced in the 
summer. 

Propagation. —Most kinds form smaller rosettes at the 
side of and attached to the parent plant, these can be carefully 
separated and planted in light soil where they will quickly 
establish themselves. It is also possible to raise these plants 
by seed which should be sown in the spring in pots in a cold 
frame. 

Culture. —Many are suitable for the rock garden, others 
for the wall or paved garden; they will also thrive in cracks in 
an old wall which is not a wall garden proper. Often also they 
are used as bedding plants in light soil in a sunny situation with 
success. Once established they need no particular attention. 

The Best Kinds. —Sempervivum arachnoldeum is known as the 
Cobweb Houseleek, it has rose-coloured or red flowers and 
grows from four to eight inches high; S. arenarium has pale 
yellow flowers in June, it grows from six to nine inches in 
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height; S. Boissere has red flowers in July and grows to a 
height of nine inches; ■S', glaucum has red flowers in July; S. 
mettenianum has rosy white flowers in July and S. tectorum 
produces its red flowers at the same time. 


HYACINTH 

Other Name.— Hyacinthus. 

Form. —Bulbous plants having strap-shaped rather stiff 
leaves growing at a slight angle from the upright. 

Flowers. —These are produced in massed spikes at the head 
of the flowering stem, and vary widely in colour. 

Propagation. —The most satisfactory method in this country 
is by means of offsets which should be separated from the 
parent plants soon after the old bulbs are lifted and planted two 
inches deep in light soil. May also be increased by seed, but 
in this country this method needs expert knowledge to be 
successful and as plants grown in this way will be six years 
before flowering, this method is not recommended. 

Culture. —Hyacinths may be grown in pots as in the open. 
The early Roman Hyacinth is potted up early in the autumn, 
three or four bulbs going in a five-inch pot. As soon as the 
pots are full of roots they are given artificial heat and top growth 
encouraged by frequent syringings. In this way these hyacinths 
may be had in flower by November. The large-flowered 
hyacinths which do not arrive until later in the season are potted 
up singly in five or six-inch pots as soon as they can be obtained. 
They are then treated in the same way as Roman Hyacinths. 
For culture in the open hyacinths should be given a sunny 
situation and they will do best in light soil. The best planting 
month is October and the depth of planting from three to 
four inches. Care should be taken to plant at equal depth or 
there will be a difference in the time of flowering. The distance 
from bulb to bulb should be about nine inches. Some pro¬ 
tection may be advisable if the weather is very severe when the 
flower shoots appear. Hyacinths are also popular for growing 
in bowls in fibre, but they will do equally well and flower earlier 
if planted in sand in bowls in the place of fibre. They should 
receive the same treatment in either case. 
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The Best Kinds. —Only a few of the large number of choice 
kinds can be named here. L’Innocence is a white kind; City 
of Haarlem an attractive yellow. Ivanhoe a useful dark blue; 
Prince of Wales is a violet kind having a white eye; Roi des 
Beiges, a fine mauve and King of the Blues an attractive blue. 


INCARVILLEA 

Other Names.— None. 

Form. —Hardy annuals and tuberous-rooted perennials of 
upright growth varying between about six inches and four feet 
in height. 

Flowers. —The flowers are tubular or funnel-shaped, some¬ 
what like those of the gloxinia, several are produced at the ends 
of the flowering stems. 

Propagation. —By seeds sown thinly in pans or boxes in 
April and placed in a frame. These should be planted out in 
the autumn or the following spring. Seed may also be sown 
in the open during May. This plant may also be increased by 
division of the roots, carried out during the spring or autumn. 

Culture. —These plants prefer a rich loam and a sunny 
situation, the soil should be well drained. If the soil is not 
suitable the addition of a mixture of loam, sand and peat may 
improve unsuitable soil so that the plant will do well in it. 

The Best Kinds. —Incarvillea Delavayi is a purple kind which 
grows about a foot and a half in height, this sort may also be 
obtained in rose-carmine and lilac-purple flowers; I. compacta, 
a purple kind which flowers from June to September and 
grows from a foot to a foot and a half in height; I. grandiflora 
produces deep rose-red flowers from June to September, it 
grows about a foot high. 


INCENSE PLANT 
Other Name.— Humea. 

Form. —This is a foliage plant of very attractive appearance. 
It varies in height from two to five or six feet. 
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Flowers. —This is an ornamental foliage plant, but its flowers, 
which are rose-purple in colour and are produced in drooping 
racemes, are also attractive. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in slight heat in June and potted 
on as required. 

Culture. —Useful as a decorative plant for sunny beds 
and borders. 

The Best Kind. — Hutnea clegans has flowers of rosy-red and 
flowers in July. 


INDIAN MALLOW 

Other Name.— Abutilon. 

Form. —Half-hardy evergreen shrubs varying in height from 
about three to six feet, suitable for greenhouse or garden 
decoration. 

Flowers. —Mostly droop from the flowering stem, somewhat 
cup-shaped and varying in colour, often extremely showy. 

Propagation. —Cuttings made from the young wood in¬ 
serted in the spring or the autumn in a mixture of peat, leaf 
mould, loam and sand, kept in a temperature of between 60° 
and 70° F. Seeds may also be sown in pans or boxes filled 
with a similar mixture and kept in the same temperature. 

Culture. —These plants do best in a mixture of turfy loam, peat, 
leaf mould and sand. Thorough drainage is essential for the suc¬ 
cess of these plants, at the same time they need watering liberally. 

The Best Kinds. — Abutilon Boule de Neige produces glorious 
white flowers in the autumn, it grows from a foot to eighteen 
inches high; A. Golden Fleece is a good yellow kind; A. Darwinii 
superbum an orange-red which flowers during the summer and 
grows from a foot and a half to two feet high, and A. vitifolia 
which produces pale blue and white flowers which bloom in the 
autumn, it grows from a foot and a half to six feet high. 


INDIAN PINK 

Other Names. — Dianthus chimnsis, Chinese Pink. 

Form. —The leaves are narrow and pale green in colour 
and the plant varies in height from six to about twelve inches, 
the steins are branched and it is a hardy biennial. 
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Flowers. —This pink is very variable in colouring and the 
shape of its flowers also varies a good deal in the different 
types. It flowers in the autumn, the flowers being produced 
either singly or in clusters. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in a cold frame or in heat 
during March and planted out in May, or it may be sown where 
it is to flower during the summer and thinned out for blooming 
next season. 

Culture. —Any ordinary garden soil suits this plant and 
once in its flowering quarters it needs little attention. It begins 
to flower during the summer but will continue to do so through 
the autumn until a frost puts an end to its blooming. 

The Best Kinds. —Dianthus chinerisis Heddewigii may be 
grown in a wide variety of colours and in both single and double 
forms; D. c. Atkinsoni is a striking single blood-red garden 
kind which flowers in the summer; D. c. flora-pleno is another 
useful kind. 


INDIAN SHOT 

Other Name. —Canna. 

Form. —Tender herbaceous perennials of rather upright 
habit of growth. They vary from one or two feet to ten or 
twelve feet in height. 

Flowers. —Mostly scarlet, orange or yellow and are produced 
throughout the autumn. 

Propagation. —Seed should be sown during February or 
March in pots. It is a good plan to soak the seed well in 
warm water before sowing. The pots in which the seed is sown 
should be well drained and there should be a bottom heat of 
between 70° and 80° F. As soon as the young plants are 
big enough they should be potted up singly. They may also 
be increased by root division, the portions of root being 
potted up in five-inch pots in the spring and kept in a warm 
house. 

Culture. —For planting in the open, they should be put 
out in June in well-manured beds and well watered during dry 
weather. For growing in pots very rich soil is needed and the 
plants should be planted in twelve-inch pots. The winter treat¬ 
ment of these plants is similar to that necessary for the dahlia. 
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The Best Kinds.— Arrant is a good scarlet kind; Beethoven 
an attractive orange; Italia, orange and scarlet, and Van der 
Schoot is a yellow spotted kind. 


mis 


Other Name. —Flag. 

Form. —These plants may be divided into two sections, 
bulbous-rooted and rhizomatous-rooted. The leaves of both 
kinds are narrow and sword-like. 

Flowers. —These are to be seen in a wide range of colouring 
and are very beautiful. Some kinds flower in mid-winter, others 
during the spring and summer. Some are tiny blooms, others 
are very large and are produced on tall stems. 

Propagation. —The bulbous kinds are increased by offsets, 
but a great deal of care is needed not to damage the old bulbs, 
which should not remain exposed to air for any length of time. 
The rhizomatous kind are easily increased by division, the best 
time for doing this being as soon as the flowers have faded. 

Culture. —Bulbous irises prefer a good quality light soil in 
full sunlight. It is not a good plan to lift the bulbs very often. 
The rhizomatous section should not be too deeply planted, 
this is a common mistake, some like a light rich soil, others are 
not so particular, none actually like a heavy soil. 

The Best Kinds. — Iris unguicularis is a very valuable kind 
as it flowers through the winter, it grows from seven inches to 
a foot high and belongs to rhizomatous section; I. cuprea is a 
red bronze summer-flowering rhizomatous kind; I. sibirica is 
a blue, white and yellow rhizomatous iris. Among the most 
attractive bulbous flowering kind, I. reticulata Krelagei is purple, 
red and orange in colour and flowers during January and 
February; I. orchioides is yellow and flowers during the spring; 
I. persica Heldreichii is purple, yellow, and green and flowers 
in March. There are hundreds of other delightful varieties of 
both bulbous and rhizomatous kinds, some of which may be 
seen in reliable nurserymen’s catalogues. 
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JASMINE 

Other Name.— Jasmimm. 

Form. —Hardy or tender shrubs, some of which are evergreen. 
Mostly these are of trailing or climbing habits. 

Flowers. —Showy and often sweetly scented, mostly white 
or yellow in colour. 

Propagation. —By cuttings of ripened wood inserted in sandy 
soil in a frame or under a hand glass. The tender kinds need, 
in addition, the assistance of heat. 

Culture. —Spring or autumn is the best planting-out time. 
After the plants have flowered, shoots that have bloomed should 
be cut back. For growing in pots the rooted cuttings should 
be potted up in the spring in a good mixed compost. 

The Best Kinds. — Jasminum nudiflorum is an attractive winter¬ 
flowering kind which is valuable because it thrives on a north 
wall; J. officinale is the well-known white jasmine which blooms 
during the summer; J. revolutum produces its yellow flowers 
in the spring; J. grandiflorum is a large white-flowered kind, 
blooming in the summer and autumn. 


KNAPWEED 

Other Names. — Centaurea, Centaury. 

Form. —It is the perennial forms of centaurea that have been 
given this name. They are hardy and vary in height from 
about a foot and a half to six feet or more. 

Flowers. —Yellow, white or purple, produced as a rule on 
rather upright-growing flowering stems. They make attractive 
border plants. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in the open during spring or 
summer, or by division of the roots during the spring or autumn. 

Culture. —Once established where they are to flower these 
need little or no attention, except that they should be lifted and 
divided from time to time. 

The Best Kinds. —Some are very ordinary and should be 
avoided, others are attractive. Centaurea alba is a white summer- 
flowering kind which grows about two feet high, there is a red- 
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flowered variety of this which grows about four feet in height; 
C. babylonica is an attractive yellow-flowering sort which 
grows to a height of six feet; C. Jacca bears purple flowers from 
June to September and grows about a foot and a half high. 
C. montana is a fine blue-flowering species which grows two feet 
high and flowers in the summer, there is also a good variety 
of this, alba. 


KOCHIA 

Other Name. —Summer Cypress. 

Form. —Half-hardy annual, growing to a height of about two 
feet. 

Flowers. —Greenish, produced from July to October, but 
it is the colour which the foliage of this plant assumes in late 
August or early September which renders it valuable, at that 
time the leaves turn a brilliant red. 

Propagation. —Seed may be sown during March in moderate 
heat, or in April in the open. The plants are potted up singly 
and planted out during May about a foot apart. 

Culture. —Once in the positions in which they are to remain, 
they need little attention. 

The Best Kinds. — Kochia scoparia grows from two to four 
feet in height; K. trichophylla grows to a similar height. 


LADY’S SLIPPER ORCHID 

Other Name. — Cypripedium. 

Form. —Often of upright habit of growth with leaves some¬ 
what similar in shape to those of the lily of the valley growing 
at close intervals up the stem. 

Flowers. —These get their name from a supposed likeness to a 
lady’s slipper, with the pouch of the flower for the toe portion, 
There are some very beautiful and dainty kinds. 

Propagation. —The propagation of orchids is specialised 
work, needing considerable knowledge and skill; to deal with 
this subject here in full would require more space than can 
be given in a book of this kind. All that can be stated is that 
orchids may with care be increased from seed. 
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Culture,— The Lady’s Slipper Orchids differ from most of 
these plants as they do not, as do most orchids, need to be 
raised above the rim of the pot in which they are to grow, they 
may be planted in exactly the same way as ordinary plants. The 
drainage of the pots must be efficient. The mixture in which 
they thrive best consists of two parts good peat, one part chopped 
sphagnum, one part well-decayed leaf mould and a little silver 
sand. The hardier kinds will do well in good friable soil to which 
a smaller quantity of the above mixture has been added. These 
orchids need a rather shady situation and they must not be 
dried off during the winter. If these points are remembered this 
class of orchid will be little more difficult to grow than a large 
number of herbaceous plants. 

The Best Kinds.-— Cypripedium acaule is a rare but hardy kind 
which flowers during May and June; C. arietintim flowers in 
May, it grows from seven to ten inches high and is a hardy kind; 
C. barbatum is a popular kind which may be obtained in a 
variety of colouis and should be seen in flower before being 
purchased; C■ Calceolus is found wild in parts of this country; 
C. Concolor needs heat but is a very beautiful kind with its cream 
flowers produced in pairs on brown stems. There are hundreds 
of varieties in addition from which a selection may be made. 


LARKSPUR 

Other Name.—A nnual Delphinium. 

Form.—H ardy annual of erect habit of growth varying in 
height a good deal. 

Flowers.—T hese are produced in the form of spikes at the 
ends of flowering branches and are of various colours according 
to the variety. 

Propagation.—B y seed sown at intervals in the spring or 
summer where the plants are to flower. 

Culture.—A s the plants grow they will need thinning to 
some extent and the flowering period may be extended by cutting 
off the flowering spikes as they fade. 

The Best Kinds.— Ajacis is a showy blue kind, but there 
are varieties which vary a good deal in colour; Consolida is a 
purple blue. 
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LAVENDER 

Other Name.— Lavandula. 

Form. —Hardy herbaceous evergreen of rather bushy habit 
of growth. 

Flowers. —Blue or violet, produced in the form of small 
compact spikes, a great many to a plant. 

Propagation. —By cuttings of young wood inserted in sandy 
soil in a frame in the autumn and planted out the following 
spring. Also easily raised from seed sown in the spring. 

Culture.—A rather light soil suits this plant best, although 
it can be grown successfully on ordinary garden soil. Lavender 
plants should not be allowed to grow straggly, but should 
be kept compact in form to get the best results. 

The Best Kinds. —English Lavender is a tall growing kind, 
the Munstead is a dwarf compact kind, bearing deep blue flowers 
and well suited as an edging plant. Both are summer flowering. 


LILY OF THE VALLEY 

Other Name.— Convallaria. 

Form. —Rather broad pointed leaves sent up from a crown 
growing seven to nine inches in height. 

Flowers. —Small white drooping bells hanging from a slender 
flowering stem. 

Propagation. —Crowns form at the points of creeping under¬ 
ground stems and by carefully separating these from time to 
time new plants are obtained. Seed may also be sown in the 
open during the spring. This will produce new plants rather 
more slowly. 

Culture. —A light rich soil suits these plants best and they 
should not be exposed to full sunlight. The plants should not 
be disturbed more often than necessary due to overcrowding 
of the crowns. A top dressing of well-rotted manure will prove 
of benefit applied yearly. For forcing they should be potted up 
in late December or January and placed in a warm greenhouse. 
They should be kept in the dark until they are almost ready to 
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bloom, when light is gradually admitted, at the same time the 
plants should be hardened off. 

The Best Kinds. —The Native Wild Lily of the Valley is a 
dainty and pleasing plant; Convallaria Fortin produces larger 
flowers but is not in many ways as pleasing. 


LOBELIA 


Other Name. —None. 

Form. —Half-hardy annuals and herbaceous perennials vary¬ 
ing in length from about six inches to three feet. 

Flowers. —Mostly blue or scarlet produced on stems of vary¬ 
ing length according to the variety. They flower in the summer. 

Propagation. —By seed, by cuttings or by division of the 
roots. Seed should be sown in boxes in the spring in gentle 
warmth and the young plants pricked out as soon as they are 
big enough to handle. If cuttings are wanted, these must be 
obtained from plants which have been potted up and kept in 
a greenhouse for the winter. When the young growths begin 
to appear these should be taken and inserted in light sandy soil 
for rooting under glass. The best time to increase the plants 
by division of the roots is the spring. 

Culture. —Most kinds prefer a rather light soil and the 
smaller growing kinds should be kept well watered during the 
summer months. The best time to put out young plants grown 
from seed is during May. The taller growing half-hardy peren¬ 
nials like a rich soil and should be provided with stakes. During 
the winter the perennials should be covered with ashes or they 
will be destroyed by frost. 

The Best Kinds.— Barnard’s Perpetual is dark blue and white; 
Royal Bedding is a bright blue; Mrs. Clibran is a sapphire blue; 
Prima Donna is crimson maroon; L. Cardinalis is a crimson 
scarlet perennial. 


LOVE-LIES-BLEEDING 

Other Names.—A marantus, The Prince’s Feather. 

Form. —Half-hardy annuals growing from one to three ieet 
in height. 
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Flowers. —Most of the varieties grown in gardens have 
crimson flowers. They are produced in the form of drooping 
branched spikes. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in gentle heat in early spring. 
As soon as big enough to handle the young plants should be 
potted separately in sandy loam and grown under glass. 

Culture.— A sunny position in a sheltered situation is essen¬ 
tial to success with this plant. The plants raised from seedlings 
and grown under glass should be hardened off ready for planting 
out during late May or June. Good quality soil is an advantage 
with these plants. 

The Best Kinds. —Amarantus caudatus grows to a height of 
thirty inches and produces its purple flowers during July; 
A. hypochondriacus bears flowers of deep crimson and the 
leaves are purple on their undersides, it grows to a height of 
three and a half feet and flowers from July onwards; A. tricolor 
is valued for its foliage while A. Uenderi is a hybrid with carmine, 
orange and olive-coloured foliage which grows about three 
feet high. 


LUPINS 

Other Name.— Lupinus. 

Form. —Hardy perennials and annuals of a bushy habit of 
growth varying greatly in height. 

Flowers. —Produced on spikes at the apex of upright flower¬ 
ing branches. In modern varieties there is a wide range of 
colours. 

Propagation. —Seeds of both annual and perennial kinds 
may be sown in the spring or summer, the perennials in prepared 
beds and the annuals where they are to flower. Seed of tree 
lupins should be soaked and sown where the plants are intended 
to flower. The perennials may also be increased by division of 
the roots in the spring. 

Culture.— Young perennials should be transplanted when they 
reach the fourth leaf to the position in which they are to remain. 
Annuals should be thinned out when big enough and to ensure 
a long flowering season dead flower spikes should be cut oft'. 
All lupins will do well in ordinary soil, but the tree lupins will 
also thrive in very poor soil. 
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The Best Kinds. — L. nanus may be grown in lilac blue and 
white; L. arboreus is one of the perennial tree lupins with yellow, 
white and blue flowers among its various varieties; L. poly- 
phyttus is a perennial of which there are varieties in blue, white 
and rose. One or two good-named kinds include Sulphur 
Queen, a yellow; Purple King, a rich purple, and Moerpeimi, 
a pink-flowered variety. Russell Hybrids are variegated with 
beautiful hues. 


MADEIRA ORCHIS 

Other Name. —Orchis foliosa. 

Form. —This plant grows about a foot and a half in height 
and has oblong leaves, the lower ones being blunt. 

Flowers. —Produced on long spikes during May, they are 
rosy-purple in colour. 

Propagation. —May be propagated by division of the roots 
during the autumn. 

Culture.— A deep rich soil is the most suitable. This should 
be moist, otherwise, contrary to the general opinion, there need 
be no difficulty in the cultivation of these plants. 

The Best KrND. —Orchis foliosa produces its long spikes of 
rosy-purple flowers during May. It grows a foot and a half in 
height. 


MALLOW 


Other Name. — Malva. 

Form. —Hardy and half-hardy perennials and annuals. Of 
upright habit of growth varying in height a good deal. 

Flowers. —In the more popular garden kinds the flowers 
are usually rose-pink, purple or white in colour. They are 
rather like shallow funnels in shape. 

Propagation. —The annuals are raised from seed sown in 
gentle heat in the spring, the young plants being potted singly 
as soon as they are big enough to handle. The perennial kinds 
may be increased by root division during the spring or autumn 
or by seed sown during the summer. 

Culture. —The annuals should be hardened off ready for 
going to their flowering quarters the last fortnight in May. The 
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perennials should be planted out during the spring or autumn. 
They need no special attention. 

The Best Kinds. —Malva crispa is a white annual kind which 
grows about five feet in height. Hardy perennials; M. Alcea 
is a purplish red kind which grows about four feet high; M. 
moschata grows two feet six inches in height and is rose and 
white; all are summer flowering. 


MALOPE 

Other Name. —Mallow-wort. 

Form. —Hardy annuals, actually a type of mallow. 

Flowers. —These are large and showy, the usual colours are 
rose, red or white. 

Propagation. —By seed sown under glass during March or 
in the open during late April or early May. 

Culture. —These plants thrive in garden soil of average 
quality but they prefer soil of a sandy nature, otherwise they 
need no special attention. 

The Best Kinds. —Malope trifida is crimson, red or white 
in colour; M. grandiflora is a large-flowered variety of trifida 
well suited for growing in town gardens. 


MARIGOLD 

Other Names. — Calendula, Marygold. 

Form. —Bush-like plants of rather upright habit of growth. 

Flowers. —Produced singly at the apex of branched flowering 
stems, in colour usually the flowers are in some shade of yellow 
or gold. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in the open in the spring, or 
for early flowering a sowing may be made under glass in the 
early spring, the plants being pricked off when big enough. 

Culture. —A situation which is warm and dry and at the 
same time open is the best for these plants. Young plants from 
sowings made in the open should be thinned out when necessary. 
Plants from seed sown under glass should be planted out in 
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May. To obtain the most attractive display all dead flowers 
should be cut off. 

The Best Kinds. —Calendula arvensis produces yellow flowers 
during the summer and grows to a height of twenty-fourhnches; 
C. officinalis is the most popular and best known marigold, it 
flowers right into the autumn and may be obtained in various 
shades of gold, yellow and orange. Camp Fire Improved is 
recommended. 


MARSH GLORY PRIMROSE 

Other Name .—Primula helodoxa. 

Form. —A robust almost evergreen primrose which grows 
often four feet or more in height. 

Flowers. —These are a bright golden yellow in colour and 
are sweetly scented. The flower stems are often four or five feet 
high and carry as many as fifteen whorls of bloom. 

Propagation. —By seed sown where the plants are wanted 
to flower. 

Culture. —Spring is the best time for planting and the situa¬ 
tion chosen should be moist and cool as well as to some extent 
shady. 

' The Best Kinds. —The primrose is a comparative new-comer 
and no doubt varieties will increase as time goes on. The type 
is very beautiful, however, and well worth growing in suitable 
situations. 


MARSH ORCHIS . 

Other Name. —Orchis latifolia. 

Form.~A strong-growing native which often reaches a 
height of two feet. 

Flowers. —Produced on spikes, they are pale purple and 
spotted. 

Propagation.— By division in the autumn. 

Culture. —Marsh orchis should only be transplanted during 
the autumn, they like a rich moist loamy soil. 

The Best Kind. —Orchis latifolia flowers during the early 
summer. 
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MASK FLOWER 

Other Name.— Alonsoa. 

Form. —Halt-hardy shrubs and herbaceous perennials. 

Flowers. —Scarlet and white. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in gentle heat in February or 
March or by cuttings in sandy loam in the spring or late summer. 

Culture. —Grows best in a light rich sandy soil to which some 
leaf mould has been added. The plants should be kept in a 
temperature of between 45° and 55° F. 

The Best Kinds. — Alonsoa linearis is a scarlet kind which 
flowers from .Tune to August, it grows between one and two 
feet in height; A. miniata is also a scarlet-flowered kind which 
blooms from July to August; A. Warscewiczii is also scarlet 
and flowers at the same time, it grows about a foot and a half 
in height. 


MEADOW RUE 

Other Name.— Thalictrum. 

Form. —Hardy perennials which vary a great deal in height. 

Flowers. —Yellow, rose, purple or white in colour which 
flower during the summer. 

Propagation. —Usually by division of the roots in the spring 
or the autumn. 

Culture. —Good soil which should be light and rich to get 
the best results. They are best planted in the positions they 
are to occupy during the spring. 

The Best Kinds. — Thalictrum alpinum produces purple 
flowers during July and August; T. anemonoides bears pretty 
white flowers in April or May and grows about a foot high; 
T. augustifolium bears pale yellow flowers from June onwards 
and grows about three feet high. 


MICHAELMAS DAISY 

Other Names. —Starwort, Aster. 

Form.—H ardy herbaceous perennial growing in large clumps 
to a height of about two feet. 
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Flowers. —Daisy or star-like. Some of the newer kinds are 
particularly attractive 

Propagation.—T he usual method is by division during the 
spring, taking care to use only the outer portions of the old 
crowns, also by seeds sown in the spring. 

Culture. —These plants are easily grown in .almost any 
ordinary soil, but they should not be allowed to remain in the 
same position for too many years or the quality of the flowers 
will deteriorate. Some kinds need support when in flower, 
others do not need this assistance. 

The Best Kinds. —Only a few of the many good named 
varieties are given: Diana is a good lilac; Enchantress is a pink 
kind; Mrs. F. J. Raynor, crimson; King of the Belgians, pale 
mauve; J. H. Jones, white, and Little Boy Blue, blue. There are 
a great many other fine varieties. 


MIMULUS 

Other Name. —Monkey Flower. 

Form. —Hardy and half-hardy annuals and perennials, some 
of which grow in tufts suitable for the rockery while others are 
taller growing. 

Flowers. —Red, yellow, lilac or white, sometimes spotted 
or blotched. There are some very beautiful forms and others 
less attractive. 

Propagation. —By seed, which, because of its small size, 
should be sown on the surface and covered with the thinnest 
of thin soil coverings. As soon as the young plants have grown 
to an inch in height they should be transferred singly to six- 
inch pots. They will then be ready for hardening off and planting 
out later, or may be potted on to larger pots just before flower¬ 
ing. The perennials may also be increased by division of the 
plants in the spring or autumn or by cuttings taken during the 
summer. 

Culture. —The smaller growing perennials are suitable for 
the rock garden, but they should be given a moist position in 
partial shade. This applies equally to the taller-growing kinds. 
There are one or two useful water garden species. 

The Best Kinds. —Mimulus cardinalis bears scarlet flowers 
in June and grows two feet in height; M, cupreus bears beautiful 
i 
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orange-coloured flowers fiom June to August and grows from 
ten to fourteen inches high; M. moschatus is the common yellow- 
flowered musk; M. radicans has white flowers blotched with 
violet and is suitable for the rock or water garden. 


MISSOURI HYACINTH 

Other Names. — Brodiaea, Californian Hyacinth. 

Form. —Hardy and half-hardy bulbous plants, the foliage 
of which is similar to that of the hyacinth, but the leaves are 
rather fewer in number. 

Flowers. —Usually produced in clusters on a leafless stem. 
The colours are mostly white, blue, purple, yellow or lilac. 

Propagation. —Usually by offsets, but these should not 
be removed too soon. They should remain attached to the 
parent bulb until they have flowered, when they may be separ¬ 
ated and planted to grow independently. 

Culture.— If the soil is suitable, these plants are easy to 
grow, they like a soil of a rich sandy nature. For cultivation 
in pots, a mixture of loam, leaf mould and sand is the most 
suitable. 

Thb Best Kinds. — Brodiaea californica bears deep purple 
flowers in June and grows eighteen inches in height; B. grandi- 
flara has blue-purple flowers, it also grows eighteen inches 
high and flowers in June; B. ixioides splendens grows only nine 
or ten inches high and has yellow flowers in June; B. uniflora 
grows six inches high and produces its white or blue flowers 
during April or May. 


MONKSHOOD 

Other Names. — Aconitum, Aconite, Wolfsbane. 

Form. —Ornamental hardy perennials which should not be 
grown where there are children as they are very poisonous. 

Flowers. —Produced in clusters or spikes on the upper part 
of upright flowering steins. These plants should not be confused 
with the winter aconite. Mostly blue, white or yellow in colour. 

Propagation.— Usually by seed sown during the spring or 
summer. These plants may also be increased by division of the 
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roots in November or during the early spring. The plants need 
handling with care, however, or poison from the roots may 
get into cracks in the hand and cause fatal blood poisoning. 

Culture. —The plants grow in sun or shade and need little 
or no attention once they are established. 

The Best Kinds. — Aconitum chinense is a blue summer- 
flowering kind, it grows to a height of six feet; A. japonicum 
is a creamy pink kind which flowers in July and grows from 
four to five feet high; A. Lycoctonum is a yellow-flowering 
kind which flowers from the end of June onwards; A. Napellus 
has dark blue flowers which bloom from June to August. 


NANKEEN LILY 

Other Names. —Lilium excelsum, L. testaceum, L. I.iahellinum. 

Form. —Of upright habit of growth, this lily often grows to 
a height of five or six feet; the leaves point upwards a little. 

Flowers. —These are beautiful seifs of apricot buff colour, 
and about four, five or six are usually produced at the head of 
the flowering stem. 

Propagation.— Usually by offsets planted in light well- 
drained soil, or by scales carefully removed from the parent 
bulb and planted in the usual way. Grown from seed, it will be 
six years before flowers are produced, and the plants may not 
come true. 

Culture. —Peat, loam and leaf mould, to which a little sand 
has been added, form the best compost for lilies; it is not a 
good plan to disturb lilies once they are in the ground as they 
do not thrive when lifted or moved too often. A mulch of 
manure when the growing season begins will usually ensure 
finer flowers than could otherwise be obtained. 

The Best Kinds. —The Nankeen Lily is a charming garden 
hybrid which is well worthy of a position in any garden. 


NASTURTIUM 

Other Names. — Tropaeolum minus and Tropaeolum majus. 
Form. —Half-hardy or hardy annual climbing or dwarf 
plants. 
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Flowers.—M ostly yellow or scarlet or a mixture of these 
colours produced as an attractive mass of colour. 

Propagation. —Seeds should be sown in the spring or summer 
where the plants are to flower and the young plants should be 
thinned out when necessary. 

Culture.—T here is scarcely a situation in the garden which 
this beautiful flower will not improve and it is especially suited 
to poor soils as it produces finer and more numerous blooms 
on such land than it does on soils of better quality. 

The Best Kinds.— Golden Midnight has golden foliage and 
dark maroon flowers which have a striking effect; Golden 
Queen has bright yellow flowers and golden foliage; Golden 
King is a dwarf kind with golden yellow flowers; Golden 
Gleam has golden yellow flowers and Double Golden Gleam 
is a double kind which is otherwise similar. Double Indian 
Chief is a fine scarlet. 


NEMESIA 


Other Names.—N one. 

Form.—H alf-hardy perennials, always, however, treated 
successfully as annuals; the height of most garden kinds is 
about four to sixteen inches. 

Flowers.—R ichly coloured and to be obtained in a wide 
range of shades and tones. 

Propagation. —Seed should be sown in boxes in April and 
placed out of doors in a cool situation; transplant to where 
they are to flower during May. 

Culture— These plants need little attention once they are 
placed in their flowering positions, but an autumn display may 
sometimes be obtained by cutting down the rather strong-growing 
hybrids after the first crop of bloom has died. The plants will 
then start into growth again and produce flowers freely. 

The Best Kinds. —Aurora bears carmine and white flowers; 
Blue Gem produces delightful blue flowers; Cherry Red and 
Orange Prince are other attractive kinds. 
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NIGHT SCENTED STOCK 

Other Name.—M atthiola. 

Form. —Hardy annual. 

Propagation.—S eed is sown during the spring or summer 
where the plant is intended to flower. 

Culture. —When, the young plants are big enough they 
should be thinned out, otherwise no special attention is required. 

The Best Kinds. —Matthiola bicornis is a delightful plant if 
only because of the delicious scent which it distributes towards 
evening. 


PyEONY 


Other Name. — Paonia. 

Form. —Shrubby hardy perennials divided into three sections: 
Herbaceous Pasonies, Shrubby Pteonies and Tree Paeonies. 

Flowers. —White, salmon, rose-pink and red are the most 
usual. There are both double and single forms produced singly 
on branched steins. They flower during May and June. 

Propagation. —In the case of the more usual garden kinds 
almost always by division of the roots during the spring or 
autumn. Tree pasonics often by grafting. 

Culture. —Young plants or divided crowns should be 
planted three feet apart with the crowns buried to a depth of 
three inches. These plants like a rich deeply-worked soil which 
should be well manured. They should be protected from the 
morning sun and frost. Once established they should not be 
moved more often than necessary. Once in five or six years 
will be quite enough. 

The Best Kinds. —Bridesmaid is an attractive white; Avant 
Garde a beautiful salmon; Lemon Queen a good yellow; Eastern 
Prince a fine scarlet, and Louis Van Houtte a good purple. Of 
these. Eastern Prince is a Tree Paony. 


PANSY 

Other Names. —Heartsease, Viola. 

Form. —Hardy compact dwarf-growing perennials. 
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Flowers. —These are as varied in colour and combinations 
of colour as can well be believed. The flower is too well known 
to need description here. 

Propagation. —By seed in boxes of light soil and covered 
with glass at first. When big enough to handle the young plants 
are pricked out into other boxes. June is the best time for plant¬ 
ing in the open, but this should not be done until the plants are 
well rooted.^Seed may also be sown in the open in June, the 
young plants going to their flowering positions in the autumn. 
Cuttings of pansies should be taken during the late summer, 
these may be inserted in a shady border or in a cold frame. 
Side shoots make the best cuttings. They will root best in light 
soil if this is pressed firmly round the base of the cuttings. 
Pansies may also be increased by layering. 

Culture. —When planting the young plants the soil should 
be sufficiently moist to adhere to the roots in the form of a ball. 
If the soil falls away from the roots when young plants are 
being planted out these are much less likely to grow. Pansies 
do not do so well in a hot, dry situation, they much prefer a 
cool, moist bottom. Apart from this preference they will do 
well in ordinary garden soil. 

The Best Kinds. —Lord Beaconsfield is a deep purple-violet 
kind, the petals shading off to a white tint; Ullswater has blue 
flowers with a black blue centre; Peacock and President Carnot 
are other good kinds. 


PANTHER LILY 

Other Names.— Leopard Spotted Lily, L. pardalinum. 

Form.— From three to seven feet is the usual height of this 
lily, the leaves being produced in whorls, about four at intervals 
up the stem. Often sixty blooms on a stem. 

Flowers. —Bright orange with a lighter centre, spotted with 
large purple spots. 

Propagation. —Usually by offsets or by scales carefully taken 
from the parent bulb and planted separately. Seeds are not 
worth sowing by amateurs as plants grown in this way take so 
long to reach the flowering stage. 

Culture.— This is one of a small family of lilies known as 
swamp lilies and it grows best in a most peaty situation in 
partial shade. Apart from these preferences this lily is not at 
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all difficult to grow. It is a very beautiful subject, being very 
graceful and its numerous flowers exceptionally attractive. 

The Best Kinds. —There are a large number of distinct var¬ 
ieties of this lily, of which Bourgaei, Robinsoni, califomicum and 
pallidfolium may be mentioned. The flowers of these varieties 
vary in size and to some extent in colour, while the height of the 
plants also varies. 


PELARGONIUM 

Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —Geraniums and pelargoniums have got badly mixed 
from the amateur gardener’s point of view. The ivy geranium 
and the scarlet geranium of our gardens are both properly 
perlargonium. Half-hardy greenhouse and bedding plants. 

Flowers. —Scarlet, red, pink, salmon, and white. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in boxes of light sifted soil, 
the seed being covered with similar soil to a depth of a quarter 
of an inch. The boxes should be placed in gentle heat and when 
the young plants are large enough to go singly into pots they 
may be treated in the same way as established plants. A more 
common method is by means of cuttings. With strong growing 
kinds pieces of root if planted will quickly form new plants; 
with other kinds cutting of firm shoots taken in the spring or 
summer and firmly inserted in sandy soil will easily root. 

Culture. —Evergreen kinds do not require a great deal of 
water during the winter. All kinds should be potted up and 
placed under glass during the colder months or they will be 
destroyed. Some kinds are best cut back for the winter, for 
other kinds this treatment is not necessary. 

The Best Kinds. —Among Zonals, General Joffre, Lady 
Curzon, Mrs. Brown Potter. Regal kinds include Beauty of 
Exmouth, Mrs. J. W. Godfrey, Pearl and Princess Mary. Ivy¬ 
leaved include Madame Crousse, a fine scarlet; Sir Percy 
Blakeney, a cream kind, and Chas. Turner, a soft pink. 


PENTSTEMON 

Other Namb. —Beard Tongue. 

Form. —Hardy herbaceous perennials from one and a half 
to four feet high; of upright habit of growth. 
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Flowers. —Produced on closely packed spikes and varying 
greatly in colour. 

Propagation. —Seed sown in the summer in prepared beds. 
The young plants are pricked off in a warm sheltered situation 
and protected from frost, ready for planting out in the spring, 
or seed may be sown in gentle heat in February and transplanted 
into other boxes when big enough to handle. Young plants 
grown in this way should be large enough for planting in the 
open during May or June. Named varieties are more often 
increased by cuttings of well-ripened side shoots which should 
be taken and rooted during the autumn. They remain in a frame 
throughout the winter ready for planting out in the spring. 

Culture. —Once in their flowering quarters these plants need 
little attention and will grow and flower successfully with 
ordinary treatment. It is better to raise new plants each year, 
however, if the finest display is required. 

The Best Kinds. —Carmine Queen is a comparatively new 
variety; Southcote Gem produces crimson scarlet flowers; Day¬ 
dream is a pink kind; Mrs. Ed Matthews is rose and white and 
White Bedder an attractive white. They flower during the summer 
and autumn. 


PERUVIAN LILY 

Other Names. — Alstroemeria , Herb Lily. 

Form.— Hardy and tuberous-rooted perennials, usually 
varying in height from twelve inches to three feet or more. 

Flowers. —Produced in umbels or clusters at the bead of the 
upright stems, they vary in colour a good deal. 

Propagation. —By division of the roots according to the 
number of crowns. This should be done during February or 
March or September and October. These plants may also be 
increased by seed sown in the spring in boxes and placed in a 
cool frame. The seedlings may be pricked out singly when big 
enough to handle. 

Culture,— Thorough drainage is essential if these plants are 
to do well. The best mixture for the plants is turfy loam, leaf 
mould, with fibrous peat and a good deal of sand. Early autumn 
is the best time for potting if the plant is to be grown in pots. 
Outside the hardy kinds will do well in sunny well-drained soils. 
Once planted these flowers should be disturbed as little as possible 
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The Best Kinds. —Alstroemeria auratttiaca is an orange-red 
kind which is a good border plant, it grows to a height of 
three feet; A. chilensis bears rose-coloured flowers or others of 
yellow, pink or red, it grows to a height of two feet; A. Pelegrina 
produces pink flowers with purple spots and grows about fifteen 
inches high. This is a tender kind. 


PETUNIA 


Other Names. —None. 

Form.—H alf-hardy perennials. 

Flowers.—V ery showy and attractive bloom of many colours. 

Propagation. —Usually from seed sown during March in 
boxes of fine soil which should be placed in slight heat. When 
the seedlings are big enough they should be pricked out into 
other boxes, and later as they grow they should be potted up 
singly. If intended for planting in the open they should be 
hardened off ready for going in the open during late May or 
June. Petunias may also be increased by cuttings. 

Culture. —Petunias will grow well in situations which are 
too hot and dry for most other plants. They will, however, 
do better in a good soil where moisture is available in normal 
quantities. They are useful for hanging baskets or for pot 
culture. When necessary neat stakes should be provided. 

The Best Kinds. —Petunia integrifolia and P. nyctaginiflora 
are two good kinds, while good named varieties include Empress. 
Crimson King, Purple Prince, Queen of Roses and White Pearl. 
The flowering period is from June to October. 


PHEASANT'S EYE 

Other Name, — Adonis. 

Form.—A nnual and perennial rock plants which vary in 
height from ten to twelve inches. 

Flowers. —Usually crimson, red or yellow produced on 
upright stems. 

Propagation. —Usually by seed sown in August, and in the 
case of the perennials by division of the roots. 
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Culture. —These plants will grow well in ordinary soil, 
and need no special attention. 

The Best Kinds. — Adonis aestivalis bears crimson-scarlet 
flowers in the summer; A. arnuus bears blood-red flowers in 
the summer and grows about a foot high; A. autumnalis also 
produces blood-red flowers in June and grows to a height of 
about fifteen inches. 


PHLOX 

Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —Hardy or half-hardy perennials or annuals, mostly 
of upright habit of growth. They vary from about six to twenty 
inches in height. 

Flowers. —Mostly produced in masses at the head of the 
flowering stem. There is a large range of colours available. 

Propagation. —The annuals, particularly Phlox Drummondii , 
may be grown from seed sown in April or May where they 
are to bloom, or by seed sown in slight heat in February or 
March, the young plants being hardened off and planted out 
towards the end of May or June. The perennials may be 
increased in the same way, or by cuttings of young shoots which 
should be taken in the spring, or by division of the roots during 
the resting season. Rock-garden kinds are propagated in the 
same way as perennials. 

Culture. —A point of importance with the Phlox Drummondii 
group is that they should be given a dry situation; they do not 
like moisture and will not do well when it is present. Sun is a 
necessity with these plants, so that shade should be avoided; 
if they are sheltered from strong winds, so much the better. 

The Best Kinds. — Grandiflora Splendens is a scarlet Drum¬ 
mondii. Among perennials Elizabeth Campbell is a pink kind; 
America is a scarlet kind and Hanna is an attractive rose. 


PICOTEE 

Other Names. —None. 

Form, —The difference between the picotee and the carnation 
lies in the flower. The plants are similar to those of the carna¬ 
tion in all other respects. 
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Flowers. —In the picotee the petals are margined with a 
different colour to that of the rest of the flower. 

Propagation. —Exactly the same in every way as the 
carnation. 

Culture. —Picotees succeed under the same conditions as 
the carnation, so that it is unnecessary to cover the same ground 
again. For details as to treatment see Carnation. 

The Best Kinds. —There is a wide range of varieties from 
which to choose. The following are one or two attractive kinds: 
Her Majesty, Margaret Lennox and Onward have a yellow 
ground; Fjenry Kenyon, John Smith and Favourite have a 
white ground. 


PIMPERNEL 

Other Names.— Anaga/lis, Poor Man’s Weather Glass. 

Form. —Annual or perennial trailing plants. 

Flowers. —Usually pink, red or blue flowers produced freely, 
several at the head of the flowering stem. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in a sunny situation in the 
spring, or in the case of the perennials by cuttings of young 
shoots or by division of roots. 

Culture. —May be planted outside in light rich soil for 
summer flowering. The perennials may be left in the open if 
given some protection from the winter weather. 

The Best Kinds.— Amgallis arvensis is a red-flowered kind, 
but there is one variety having attractive blue flowers during the 
summer, it grows about a foot high; A. linifolia Willmoreana has 
bright blue-purple flowers with a yellow eye; A. renella has delicate 
pink flowers in the summer; A. grandiflora is a large-flowered 
kind of variable colours. 


PINK 


Other Name.— Dianthus. 

Form. —Hardy perennials growing from eight to fourteen 
inches in height, the foliage of which is grasslike in form and 
silver-grey in colour. 

Flowers. —Usually pink or white; the edges of the petals of 
the flowers are very ragged, giving this an unusual and rather 
pretty appearance. The flowering period is from July to October. 
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Propagation. —Pinks for the garden are usually propagated 
by pipings, which are actually pieces similar to cuttings which 
are pulled instead of cut from the parent plant. These pipings 
are taken soon after flowering and inserted in sandy soil to 
root. Pinks may also be increased by division of old plants 
or by layering during the summer months. 

Culture. —The best time for planting pinks is during Sep¬ 
tember. Pinks do well in any garden soil of reasonably good 
quality and, providing they are not allowed to remain too long 
in one position so that they become straggly, they will need 
little further attention. 

The Best Kinds. —Mrs. Simpkins is an old favourite which is 
still popular; Apple Blossom, Peter Pan, Sunset and Salmon Queen 
are other good kinds. 


PLUMBAGO 

Other Name. —Leadwort. 

Form.—H ardy or tender perennials or annuals. 

Flowers. —Mostly blue, rose-coloured, violet or white, 
produced in dusters at the apex of the flowering stem. 

Propagation. —By cuttings which should be inserted in gentle 
bottom heat to root. The annual kind may also be increased 
by seed which should be sown in the open in spring. 

Culture. —The most suitable compost consists of good 
fibrous loam and sand to which should be added a little peat. 
Climbing kinds should be cut back after flowering and pruned 
to within two or three inches of their base in February. 

The Best Kinds. —Plumbago capensis is a pale blue kind which 
flowers during the summer and autumn and grows two feet in 
height; P. coerulea is another blue kind which flowers in the 
summer and grows to a height of eighteen inches; P. europaea 
is a violet-rose kind which grows two feet in height. 


PLUME POPPY 

Other Name.— Bocconia. 

Form.— Hardy perennial herbaceous plant which is very 
handsome. 
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Flowers.—B uff, whitish cream or creamy bronze in colour. 
They are produced in large numbers. 

Propagation.—T he best method ts by suckers taken from 
established plants during the summer, these will flower the 
following season; also in the case of some kinds by seed sown 
in a hot-bed in the spring. 

Culture.—T his plant must have a good depth of rich and 
not too light loam if it is to do well. Its cut foliage is specially 
attractive and it should be planted where it is seen to advantage. 

The Best Kinds.— Bocconia cordata, with its buff-coloured 
flowers and its ornamental leaves, is a particularly attractive 
and striking plant 


POLYANTHUS 

Other Name.— Primula. 

Form. —A primrose-like plant which is perfectly hardy. 

Flowers. —Produced in clusters at the top of flowering stems. 
There are many shades and colours which are very attractive. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in the open during April in 
a moist, shady position. Also by division after flowering. 

Culture. —Polyanthus should be planted during the autumn 
to give a fine display the following spring. A certain amount of 
shade is desirable if this beautiful plant is to do well. Poly¬ 
anthus may be potted and kept in a cold frame until just before 
it is ready to flower, when it will provide a fine display for the 
greenhouse. 

The Best Kinds. —Bright Eyes is an orange-coloured kind 
of great beauty; Borrowly Gem is a lemon-yellow kind; at the 
same time there are a large number of fine hybrids. 


POPPY MALLOW 

Other Name.— Callirhoe. 

Form. —A trailing perennial, but with care may be success¬ 
fully grown in the open. 

Flowers. —These are striking and of great beauty, the usual 
colours being crimson, scarlet or some shade of red or white. 

Propagation. —By seed, division of the roots, or by cuttings 
of young shoots during the summer. 
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Culture. —These plants are very easy to grow, but they 
prefer a light, rich, sandy loam in a sunny situation. Some 
protection from frost should be provided during the winter. 

The Best Kinds. —Callirhoe alcaeoides may be obtained in 
a variety of shades and colours, it grows a foot in height and 
flowers during July and August; C. involucrata, produces red or 
crimson flowers, which are about two inches across, and will 
enhance the beauty of the rock garden; C. Papaver is a violet-red 
kind and a favourite with most. 


PRIMROSE 

Other Name.— Primula Vulgaris. 

Form.—T he leaves radiate from the root, but the plant is 
too well known to need description. 

Flowers. —Produced in large numbers on each plant, one 
flower on each flowering stalk. There are also bunched flowered 
primroses. The more usual colours are yellow, red, rose, violet, 
pink and blue. 

Propagation. —This is not difficult, as seed may be sown 
out of doors during the summer. A more usual method is to 
increase the plants by division after they have finished flowering. 

Culture. —The best time to plant is in the autumn so that 
the plants get established for a display in the spring. If the 
space which the primroses occupy is wanted for summer bed¬ 
ding the primroses may be lifted and planted on a spare piece 
of land in May. Although primroses will grow on any ordinary 
soil, they do best on a deep, moist, well-drained soil in partial 
shade. Double primroses are more particular than are the single 
varieties, as they must have a cool, moist climate and part shade. 

The Best Kinds. —The bunch-flowered kind are very valuable 
in the garden; there are also various shades of yellow and some 
of the rich reds as well as the blue shade, all of which are well 
worth growing. 


PRIMULA 


Other Names.—N one. 

Form.—T he primula includes the ordinaiy garden primrose, 
the auricula and the polyanthus which have been dealt with 
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under separate headings. It also comprises, however, a number 
of other beautiful plants well worthy of a place in the garden. 
These are of a similar type, so far as habit of growth is con¬ 
cerned, to those already mentioned and are here dealt with under 
this head. 

Flowers. —The individual flowers are usually, though not 
always, of the primrose type, but their arrangement on the 
flowering stems varies greatly. Some kinds are closely packed 
together almost in the form of a ball, others are of less compact 
arrangement. There is a wide range of colours available. 

Propagation. —Mostly by seed sown in shallow boxes of 
light soil, the seed being very thinly covered and placed in a cold 
frame. When the seedlings appear they are carefully pricked 
out. Increased by division of the plants in the ordinary way, 
one is sure to obtain young plants which are true to the parent. 

Culture. —The hardy kinds are cultivated in a similar 
manner to the primrose; they usually like some moisture and 
shade, and given these, will do well. For greenhouse culture, 
the plants should be kept near the glass and light and un¬ 
admitted freely. The more tender kinds need a temperature of 
between 50° and 60° F. Treatment in the way of fumigation 
or syringing will be necessary from time to time to deal with 
greenfly which is troublesome when this plant is grown indoors. 

The Best Kinds. —Primula altaica bears purple flowers in 
April; P. Boveana bears yellow flowers; P. capitata bears round 
heads consisting of a compact mass of violet-blue flowers from 
April to June; P, cortusoides produces deep rose flowers in 
clusters at the head of the flowering stem; P. denticulata cash- 
meriana is a very handsome plant, the flowers, which are light 
purple with a yellow eye, are produced in round clusters on 
flowering stems from nine to twelve inches in height. 


PYRETHRUM 

Other Names. —Golden Feather, Chrysanthemum. 

Form. —These are hardy herbaceous perennials which grow 
in clumps. They vary in height a good deal, usually between 
one or two feet. 

Flowers. —Daisy or chrysanthemum-like flowers of various 
colours. They are very attractive. 
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Propagation, —The most usual method is by division of 
the roots, and the best time for dividing the plants is after 
flowering. They may also be increased by division in the early 
spring when new growth begins. The plants may also be 
increased by seed sown in the ordinary way in the spring or 
summer. 

Culture. —Pyrethrums will do well in ordinary soil but they 
prefer a rather moist soil of fairly good quality. The plants 
will be poor in dry soil and will not produce such good quality 
flowers, but this may be rectified if some well-rotted farmyard 
manure is worked in before planting. 

The Best Kinds. —Queen Mary is a popular pink kind; 
Eileen May Robinson a delightful single salmon-pink kind; 
Pericles is a fine golden yellow and Mont Blanc a favourite 
white. They flower in late spring and continue in the early 
summer. 


RANUNCULUS 

Other Name.— Crowfoot. 

Form. —Herbaceous and tuberous-rooted perennials. 

Flowers. —In the best garden kinds these are of large size 
and include a wide range of beautiful colours. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in the spring in well-drained 
boxes filled with a good loam. The seed should be inserted 
singly and placed at least one-eighth of an inch apart, it should 
then be covered with finely sifted soil and the boxes placed in 
a frame or in the greenhouse. Air should be freely admitted. 
The seedlings should be hardened off gradually, taking care 
to keep the soil moist until the leaves wither. The young 
plants should then be dried off and the young tubers which 
have formed may be planted in the positions in which they 
are to flower the following spring. 

Culture. —The plants thrive best in a good rich loam which 
should be fairly moist. The moisture should not consist of stag¬ 
nant water in the land, as it is essential that this should be 
well drained. Partial shade is also an advantage where these 
plants are concerned. March is the best planting month, but 
the young shoots should be protected from frost in the case of 
some of the tuberous kinds. 
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The Best Kinds. —Persian, French and Turban, each of these 
is divided into a large number of varieties to which new sorts 
are continually being added. Perennial border kinds: Ranunculus 
aconiti/olius flare pleno, a popular kind which grows two feet 
in height and bears white flowers in May and June; R. acris 
ftore pleno bears bright yellow double flowers in May and grows 
to a height of two feet; R. alpestris, R. amplexicaulis and R. 
montanus are smaller growing kinds suitable for the rock 
garden, all are summer flowering. 


RED-HOT POKER 

Other Names. — Kniphofia, Torch Lily, Tritoma, Flame 
Flower. 

Form.—H ardy perennials varying in height a good deal. 

Flowers. —These are very striking in appearance, produced 
in a close mass at the end of the upright flowering stem, so 
that the stem and the bright red flowers look at a little distance 
something like a red-hot poker, only very much more beautiful. 

Propagation. —Usually by division of the roots in March 
sometimes also by seed sown during April and May under 
glass. 

Culture. —These plants will grow well in any reasonably 
rich soil in a fairly sunny situation. Some protection should be 
provided for the roots during the winter, or these may be lifted 
and placed in a frame during the cold part of the year. Support 
in the way of stakes will be needed for the taller growing kinds. 

The Best Kinds. — Kniphofia aloides flowers during the summer 
and early autumn, and grows from three feet to eight feet in 
height; K. foliosa is a very attractive plant producing yellow 
flowers in August, and growing from three to four feet high; 
K. modesta is an unusual kind which bears white flowers in 
August; K. Rooperi bears bright orange flowers in the autumn; 
K. sarmentosa bears beautiful orange flowers during the summer 
and grows two feet high. 
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REGAL LILY 

Other Name .—Lilium regale. 

Form. —Bulbous plants which grow to a height of about 
three feet. 

Flowers. —These are graceful and are produced on slender 
steins at the apex of the main stem. The outside of the flowers 
is wine-red, the inside is white with a yellow throat. 

Propagation. —This lily is an exception, as it may be grown 
from seed and will flower in a much shorter time than will most 
lilies. Often it will flower within two years of seed sowing. It 
can also be increased by offsets in the ordinary way. 

Culture. —Planted in the usual way, this plant does well in 
a good medium loam to which has been added some leaf mould 
and sand. Like other lilies it will benefit by a yearly mulch of 
well-rotted farmyard manure. It is a useful forcing lily. 

The Best Kinds. —This lily bears from three to ten large 
trumpet-shaped flowers which are very sweetly scented. 


RHODAMHE 

Other Name.— Helipterum. 

Form. —Of upright habit ol growth, the height varies from 
about six inches to two feet six inches. They are half-hardy 
annuals or perennials. 

Flowers. —These are produced in rather tight clusters at 
the top of flowering stems. The flowers are mostly yellow, 
white or purple in colour. 

Propagation. —By seed sown rather thickly in the open 
during March, any thinning out necessary can be carried out 
later. 

Culture. —For this plant a poor soil is not suitable. To 
look its best it should be given a rather rich soil in a sheltered 
situation. 

The Best Kinds. —Helipterum Cotula produces yellow flower 
heads during May and varies in height from six to twenty-four 
inches; H. gnaphalioides produces yellow flower heads in June 
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and varies in height from twelve to eighteen inches; H. incanum 
grows nine inches high and bears white Bowers. 


RHODODENDRON 

Other Names,—N one, 

Form. —Mostly evergreen flowering shrubs, although decidu¬ 
ous kinds have been introduced in recent years. They vary 
greatly in height. 

Flowers. —Usually large and produced in clusters at the ends 
of branches. There is a fine range of delightful colours and 
shades. 

Propagation.— Many kinds by seed. The seed should be 
sown in boxes or pans and placed in a frame. The boxes should 
be filled to within a half-inch of the rim with sandy peat which 
must be levelled and pressed down firmly. The seed should be 
thinly sprinkled on this and covered lightly with sand. The 
boxes are then watered through a fine rose, placed in a frame 
and shaded from the sun. When big enough to handle the 
young plants are pricked into other boxes, where they remain 
until large enough to plant in the open. Layering is carried 
out with low branches during the autumn. The part of the 
branch on which roots are wanted to form should have a slit 
cut in it and should then be pegged down in the usual way and 
covered with soil. Grafting is also used, R. ponticum being 
mostly used as stock, but this is difficult work for amateurs, 
and with this plant is better left to professionals. 

Culture. —Rhododendrons do not like a soil containing 
lime or chalk, and prefer peat or a light sandy loam, also they 
do best in full sun, but they will also do well in shade, if there 
is not too much of this. Given the right soil many of these 
plants make very ornamental subjects for large tubs. 

The Best Kinds, —Rhododendron Augustinii is a lilac-blue 
kind; R. discolor is a large white late-flowering sort; R. race- 
mosum varies from pink to white. A few good named varieties 
include Brilliant, King Edward VH, President and Duchess of 
Edinburgh. 
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ROCKET 

Other Names. —Hesperis, Dame’s Violet. 

Form.— Hardy, and of upright habit and growth. 

Flowers. —Usually produced in clusters and of various 
colours. One of their chief attractions is their sweet scent. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in the ordinary way during 
the spring or summer, but a more satisfactory method is by 
division of the roots. This should be carried out during July and 
August and not, as is usual with this work, during the spring or 
autumn. Also by cuttings inserted in light soil during the summer. 

Culture. —Planting is best carried out during the spring 
or autumn. The plants need no special attention and will do 
well under ordinary conditions. 

The Best Kinds. —Hesperis aprica produces its purple flowers 
in May and grows about six inches high; H. excelsa is an early 
kind bearing attractive white flowers; H. violacea bears violet 
or blue flowers during May and June and grows about three 
feet high. 


ROCK JASMINE 

Other Name. — Androsace. 

Form. —Low-growing alpine plants, both annuals and 
perennials. 

Flowers. —Purplish rose, white, pink and bluish. Very much 
like the primula in appearance. 

Propagation. —Increased by divisions, cuttings or seed. 
Seed should be raised in a frame and should be sown in March. 
Plants are divided in the autumn or the spring and cuttings are 
taken in the s umm er. Occasionally also layers are rooted in the 
summer. 

Culture. —These plants cannot flourish in very dry situations 
or in sour soil. Soil consisting of rich sandy peat is the most 
suitable and the plants should be given a position in part sun¬ 
light. 

The Best Kinds. —Androsace Chamaejasme is a deep pink 
kind having a yellow eye, it flowers in June and grows between 
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two and four inches high; A. alpina also flowers in June, grows 
two or three inches high and bears flowers or purplish rose; 
A. lagged is a pink kind which flowers in March and grows 
to a height of three inches; A. pyrertaica is a white kind having 
a yellow eye, it grows only an inch in height and flowers in 
the s umm er. 


ROCK ROSE 

Other Names. — Cistus, Gum Cistus. 

Form. —Evergreen perennial shrubs. There are a number 
of tender kinds as well as the hardy garden favourites. 

Flowers. —These are very much like the single rose, from 
which likeness it gets its name, only in the rock-garden kinds 
they are smaller. Many of these are really charming flowers. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in April, by layering which 
should be carried out during August, or by cuttings of half- 
ripened wood also in August, these should be inserted in a 
frame for rooting. The rooted cuttings should be grown on 
in pots until planted where they are to remain. 

Culture. —The rock rose delights in sunshine and thrives 
in dry well-drained sandy loam. Dead flowers should be picked 
or cut off as they appear to keep the plant flowering for as long 
as possible. It may be mentioned that these plants like a fair 
amount of lime in the soil. 

The Best Kinds. —Cistus ladaniferus produces large white 
flowers which are spotted with purple; C. purpureus bears 
reddish purple flowers; C laurifolius bears white flowers; 
C. lusitanicus produces white flowers, blotched with carmine, 
and C. algarvensis has yellow and crimson flowers. All are 
summer flowering. 


RODGERSIA 

Other Name.—R odgers’s Bronze Leaf. 

Form. —Hardy herbaceous perennials which grow about 
four and a half feet high. 

Flowers. —Usually rosy pink or white and veiy attractive, 
opening during the summer months. 
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Propagation. —Usually by root division during February 
or March, but may also be increased by seed sown in the 
summer. 

Culture. —They like moisture, but not stagnant water at 
the roots, and a sunny situation. Some of these plants need 
careful staking. The best planting months are February and 
March. 

The Best Kinds. —Rodgersia pinnata and R. podophyllci both 
bear pink and white flowers; R. tabularis has white flowers. 
All flower during the summer. 


ROSE 

Other Name.— Rosa. 

Form.—H ardy perennial standard or bush forms too well 
known to need description. 

Flowers.— Single or double in red, yellow, white, pink, 
salmon and many other colours and shades. 

Propagation.— Sometimes by seed, but not often except by 
professional growers. Sometimes by cuttings which will often 
root, but usually produce rather small bushes. By far the most 
common method is by budding onto various' stocks, of which 
the common briar is one. Other stocks are Celina, Boursault 
and Manetti. Budding is usually carried out in July or August. 
A T-shaped slit is made at a suitable point on the stock. The 
selected bud must be swelling nicely but not too forward. This 
bud is cut with a shield-shaped piece of the branch on which 
the bud is found. The pith is removed from the shield, taking 
care not to destroy the core of the eye when doing this. This 
prepared shield is slipped beneath the bark in the slit made 
in the stock, and the whole is carefully bound round to hold 
it in position. 

Culture. —Roses prefer a rich, deep, loamy soil which must 
be well drained. Roses will grow on ordinary soil if this is 
well manured from time to time. The most suitable time for 
planting roses is during October or November; they will often 
grow well, however, if they are planted in the early spring. 
That class of roses known as Tea roses may be damaged by 
frost if planted in the autumn and these are always better 
planted during March or April. 
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Roses are primed severely or otherwise according to the 
purpose for which the bloom is wanted. If really fine exhibition 
roses are required they must be cut hard back, but for all 
ordinary purposes medium treatment will answer better. The 
best time to prune roses is as follows. Dwarf and Standard 
Hybrid Perpetuals and Hybrid Tea roses should be pruned 
during March, Dwarf and Standard Teas and Noisettes should 
be pruned during April. Climbing varieties of Hybrid Perpetuals, 
Hybrid Teas, and Teas and Noisettes should be thinned cut 
after flowering in the summer and pruned in March. 

For the care of roses growing in the garden it will be necessary 
to stake standards and to examine the ties from time to time 
to see that these are in position and are not injuring the roses 
by rubbing. Faded flowers should always be removed from 
rose trees and bushes or they will have a very short flowering 
season, and a mulch of manure should, if it can be obtained, 
be applied to the base of rose trees and bushes in the early spring 
of each year. 

The Best Kinds. —There are so many hundreds of varieties 
of roses that It is impossible to give even the best of these here. 
All that is attempted, therefore, is to give the names of a few 
that are suitable for general garden cultivation. Rivoire is a 
Hybrid Tea, the flower is a pale cream with a deeper centre; 
Caroline Testout is a bright pink rose suitable for almost all 
purposes; Ecarlate is a light scarlet rose useful for bedding; 
Joseph Hill is a yellow rose shaded salmon pink which is useful 
for almost any situation in the garden or as a pot plant; Richmond 
is a crimson rose also useful for most purposes in the garden. 


SALPIGLOSSIS 

Other Names. —None. 

Form.—H alf-hardy annuals growing from fifteen to twenty 
inches in height. 

Flowers. —These are often large and distributed unevenly 
on the branches. There is a wide range of colours. 

Propagation. —Seed should be sown at a depth of about a 
quarter of an inch during April or in the autumn on a mild hot¬ 
bed. When big enough to handle the young plants are thinned 
out to about seven or eight inches apart. 
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Culture.— The plants will make a fine show if planted in a 
warm sunny situation where they are sheltered from cold winds. 
Indoors they should be given a mixture of sand and a fairly 
rich loam and should be kept at a temperature somewhere 
round 45° F. 

The Best Kinds. —Salpiglossus linearis grows to a height of 
a foot and bears its yellow and purple flowers from July to 
August; 5. sinuata produces purple flowers from July to August, 
it grows about a foot high. 


SALVIA 


Other Name.—S age. 

Form. —There are annuals, biennials and perennials, both 
tender and hardy, which vary a good deal in height. 

Flowers.— Very showy, the best known and most popular 
kinds are a striking red, but there are also some attractive yellow 
forms. 

Propagation. —Sow seed of the annuals in the open during 
April, or under glass during February. When plants grown under 
glass are big enough to handle, they should be pricked off into 
other boxes three inches apart and planted out about ten inches 
apart during April. Seed of biennials is sown in a frame during 
May and June, planted in a sheltered position in the open 
when big enough to handle and set out where they are to flower 
during September or early October. Seed of perennials is sown 
in the open in April, or cuttings are taken during March or 
April or during August. These are rooted in sandy soil in a cold 
frame. Perennials are also increased by division of the old plants 
during October. 

Culture.—T hese plants grow in good ordinary soil, but they 
must have a sunny situation to do well. They are not good 
room plants as their flowers droop rather quickly. 

The Best Kinds. —Salvia carduacea is a lilac-blue kind; S. 
coccinea is a scarlet kind; S. argentea is a pale rose perennial 
and S. patens a deep blue. Magic Fire, as its name implies, is 
also scarlet. 
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SANVUALIA 

Other Names. —None. 

Form.—H ardy annual trailing plant only a few inches in 
height. 

Flowers. —Yellow with dark centres, both double and single 
varieties. 

Propagation. —By seed sown during the spring or early 
autumn and transplanted when big enough to the positions 
in which they are to flower, or seed may be sown in boxes 
in gentle heat in March. 

Culture. —These plants love sunshine and are very attractive 
edging or border plants, they also look well in the rock garden. 

The Best Kinds. —Sanvitalia procumbens bears its flowers, 
which are yellow with purple centres, from June to September. 


SATIN FLOWER 

Other Names. — Sisyrinchium grandiflora, Blue-eyed Grass, 
Pig Root, Rush Lily. 

' Form. —Hardy perennials, the most popular kinds vary in 
height from about five inches to two feet. 

Flowers. —Mostly yellow, white or blue, they are rather 
drooping and sometimes like a cone in shape. 

Propagation. —By seeds or by offsets treated in the ordinary 
way in the spring. 

Culture. —They do best in a mixture of sandy loam and 
leaf mould and should be given a rather moist situation. 

The Best Kinds. —Sisyrinchium angustfolium has light blue 
flowers during May and June, it grows ten inches high; S. 
Bermudiana is also blue, but the flowers are large, it grows to a 
height of eighteen inches; S. Califomicum bears yellow flowers 
from May to July and grows to a height of fifteen inches; S . 
grandiflorum and S. iridifolium are two other good kinds. 
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SAXIFRAGE 

Other Names. — Saxifraga, Rockfoil. 

Form. —The most popular kinds are useful rock-garden plants, 
but there are larger kinds which are useful in other positions. 

Flowers. —These small flowers are produced in large num¬ 
bers, they are mostly of very delicate colouring and particularly 
attractive, but they vary a great deal in every way. 

Propagation. —The most simple method is by careful division 
of the plants after flowering, while some kinds can also be 
increased by seeds sown in boxes in light soil in a frame. 

Culture. —There are plants suitable for almost every position 
in the garden. Some like partial shade and most of the popular 
kinds will thrive in ordinary soil. A good many also prefer a 
rather gritty soil. 

The Best Kinds. —This is such a large family that it is im¬ 
possible to do more than deal with a very few. This does not 
matter so much, as the most attractive kinds can be found in 
any nurseryman’s catalogue which deals with rock-garden 
plants. 

Saxifraga aconitfolia grows fifteen inches high and bears 
white flowers; S. aizoides has yellow flowers in June and grows 
to a height of about four inches. S. Apple Blossom grows six 
inches high and flowers in May; S. Bakeri bears red flowers 
in May and grows to a height of tliree inches. 


SCABIOUS 

Other Names. — Scabiosa, Pincushion Flower. 

Form. —There are annual, biennial and perennial forms, 
mostly herbaceous plants of upright growth. Sometimes shrubby 
at the base. 

Flowers. —The most usual colours are blue, yellow, white, 
rose and purple. The flowers are produced singly on delicate 
stems. 

Propagation. —By seeds sown out of doors in April or in 
gentle heat earlier in the year. The perennials are increased 
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by division. The early spring is the best time, although it is 
possible to succeed by dividing the plants in the autumn. 

Culture.— These plants do not do well in shade, but should 
be given a position in full sunlight. Another rather important 
point if success with these plants is desired is that there should 
be a certain amount of moisture round the roots, but there must 
not be stagnant water in the soil. 

The Best Kinds. — Scabiosa australis flowers during the 
summer and grows eighteen inches in height; S. caucasica 
bears pale blue flowers from June onwards and varies a good 
deal in height; S. ochroleuca is a yellow kind; S. Pterocephala 
is a good rock-garden kind which bears flowers of pale purple 
from June to September. 


SCARBOROUGH LILY 

Other Name.— Vallota Purpurea. 

Form.—A bulbous plant the leaves of which are about a foot 
in length, it is half-hardy. 

Flowers.—P roduced on flower stems from a foot and a half 
to two feet in length, its striking scarlet flowers, sometimes 
with a white throat, are very beautiful. 

Propagation.—B y offsets which must be carefully removed 
from the parent bulb and planted in small pots until large 
enough to flower. 

Culture—T he bulbs are not at all particular as to soil, and 
once potted they do not like to be disturbed, so that they should 
be repotted only once in every four or five years. The plant is 
an evergreen, so that some water will be needed throughout 
the year, but during the winter this should be reduced to a 
very small amount. 

The Best Kinds.— Vallota purpurea is the old popular favourite 
and is still most commonly seen; V. P. eximia is similar but has 
a white throat; V. P. Major has large flowers and is attractive 
on this account. They flower in the early autumn. 
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SCARLET TURK’S CAP 

Other Name. —Lilium chalcedonicum. 

Form.— This plant grows from two to three feet in height, 
the leaves being more numerous along the lower part of the 
stem. 

Flowers. —This lily must not be confused with the Turk’s 
Cap, Lilium Martagon. The Scarlet Turk’s Cap bears its flowers 
right at the top of the stem. There are usually three or four 
open at the same time and its beauty lies in the colour of these, 
as they are bright scarlet. 

Propagation. —By bulblets, by the scales of established bulbs 
and by seed. The last method is not recommended as it takes 
five or six years for the plants to reach the flowering stage when 
grown in this way. 

Culture. —This lily is found and appears to do well in 
gardens throughout the country where the soil is of average 
quality, but like most lilies it likes a certain amount of peat, 
and if a proportion of this can be added the benefit will be seen 
in healthier growth. A dressing of manure applied to the surface 
soil when the plants are beginning to move in the spring will 
often assist growth. 

The Best Kinds. — Lilium chalcedonicum majus is a very 
attractive form, as is also L. c. graecum, which has rather 
smaller flowers but grows somewhat taller than most of these 
lilies. 


SEA LAVENDER 

Other Names. — Limonium, Statice. 

Form. —Half-hardy annuals and mostly hardy perennials. 
There are other forms, but these are not attractive and need 
not be dealt with. 

Flowers. —Mostly blue, white and pink in colour, they are 
attractive and are also valuable, as they last for such a long 
time in vases that they are often included among the “ever¬ 
lastings’’. 

Propagation. —By seed sown during the early summer and 
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transplanted when large enough, or by division of the roots 
in the autumn or in the spring in the case of perennials. 

Culture. —The best time to plant the perennial forms is 
from November to March and they do well on any ordinary light 
garden soil. 

The Best Kinds. —Among the half-hardy annuals Limonium 
Bonduellii is a good yellow; L. sinuatum hybridum may be had 
in mauve, white and rose. Among hardy perennials, L. alpina 
is attractive; L. auriculaefolia is a pretty dwarf blue kind growing 
about six inches high and flowering during July and August; 
L. Gmelini bears deep blue flowers during July and August and 
grows from one to two feet high; L. latifolia bears blue flowers 
freely and has attractive foliage, it is a favourite kind; L. Suworowi 
is a rose-pink kind which grows a foot and a half in height and 
flowers from June to September. 


SENECIO 

Other Names.— Groundsel, Ragwort. 

Form. —Hardy and tender annual and perennial plants mostly 
of upright habit of growth. 

Flowers. —In the most popular garden kinds these are 
produced on upright branched stems. The border perennials 
mostly bear yellow, crimson or pink flowers, but there is a wide 
range of colours among those that need greenhouse protection. 

Propagation. —The annuals are easily increased by seed 
without particular attention. The perennials are increased 
by seed, by cuttings or more often by division of the roots 
carried out during the spring or the autumn. 

Culture. —These plants do best in a light soil which should 
be of good depth and fairly moist, they should also be given a 
sunny situation. For greenhouse culture the plants are potted 
up in the spring in a mixture of fibrous loam, leaf mould and sand. 

The Best Kinds. —Senecio elegans is the best of the hardy 
annuals and is a popular bedding plant; S. Ciivorum is a hardy 
perennial which bears orange flowers during late summer and 
early autumn, it grows from three to four feet high; S. pulcher 
is an attractive purple kind which grows about a foot and a 
half in height. 



158 BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS — HOW TO GROW THEM 


SHASTA DAISY 

Other Name .—Chrysanthemum maximum. 

Form. —Hardy perennial which varies in height from two to 
four and a half feet. 

Flowers.— These are pure white and very large, often as 
much as four inches across. They are particularly suited for 
cutting. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in the spring or early summer, 
but more often hy division of the roots in the spring or the 
autumn. 

Culture.— This plant is easily grown and will do well in any 
ordinary soil. 

The Best Kinds. —Maurice Pritchard is an outstanding 
variety with its large solid pure white flowers and their yellow 
centres; King Edward VII, Mr. C. Lothian Bell, Rev. H. Sanders 
and the Speaker are other good kinds. 


SEDALCEA 


Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —Very attractive hardy perennials which grow from 
three to four feet in height. 

Flowers. —Rather like the mallow, usually lilac or white. 

Propagation,—B y seed sown in the open in the spring or 
early summer and later transplanted. 

Culture.— This is very simple if the soil is suitable. It likes 
a rather dry soil which should be of fairly good quality, when 
it will do well without any particular attention. 

The Best Kinds. — Sidalcea Candida produces spikes of pure 
white flowers from June to September; S. Listen bears very at¬ 
tractive pink flowers which are fringed; S. mahaeflora produces 
flowers, which vary greatly in colour according to the variety, 
between July and September. 
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SILENE 

Other Names. —Campion, Catchfly. 

Form. —Hardy or tender annuals and perennials. 

Flowers. —Usually white, red, pink or purple, mostly, but 
not always, produced in clusters at the apex of rather upright 
stems. 

Propagation. —The perennials are best increased by division 
of the roots in the autumn or spring or by seed sown in the 
spring or summer and transplanted in the usual way. Annuals 
are best increased by seed sown in the open during April and 
in August or September to flower in the spring. 

Culture. —These plants will do well in almost any light 
loamy soil, while a few are useful for the rock garden. 

The Best Kinds. — Silene acaulis is a perennial which produces 
pink flowers in May or June and grows to a height of two 
inches; S. alpestris bears white flowers during May and June 
and grows to a height of five inches; S. virginica bears crimson 
flowers from June to August and grows to a height of six inches. 
Among annuals Silene gallica bears pink flowers from June 
to August and grows a foot-and-a-half in height; S. pendula 
compacta produces various coloured flowers during the spring 
and summer, and grows about five inches high. 


SNOWDROP 

Other Name. — Galanthus. 

Form. —Bulbous plants with narrow rather pointed leaves. 

Flowers. —The drooping white flowers which open in the 
middle of winter are too well known to need description. 

Propagation. —Increased by offsets separated from the parent 
bulbs in the ordinary way. 

Culture.—A ny reasonably good soil suits snowdrops, they 
like shade and a certain amount of moisture and the best months 
for planting are August or September. Snowdrops should not 
be lifted too often, as they do not like to be disturbed. Once 
every four or five years will be often enough. 
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The Best Kinds.— Galanthus nivalis is the common snowdrop 
and is still first favourite with most; G. nivalis flore plena is a 
double form of this; G. Imperati is a large flowering kind, the 
flowers of which are marked with green, it grows nine inches in 
height. 


SNOW IN SUMMER 

Other Names. — Cerastium, Mouse-ear Chickweed. 

Form. —Hardy perennial plants of a dwarf spreading habit 
of growth. The foliage is an attractive silver. 

Flowers. —The flowers, which are for the most part white, are 
produced in large numbers. 

Propagation. —The usual method is by dividing the plants 
in the spring or autumn, but may also be earned out by seed 
sown in slight heat in March. 

Culture.— Any ordinary soil is suitable and the plants are 
particularly suited for the rock-garden or for the edges of paths 
and borders. 

The Best Kinds. — Cerastium alpinum produces white flowers 
and has silvery foliage, the flowering time is June and July; 
C. Biebersteinii is a white-leaved kind which flowers during 
May; C. tomentosum has small silvery evergreen leaves and 
has white flowers during June. 


SOAPWORT 

Other Name.— Saponaria. 

Form. —Hardy annual and perennial plants, most of which 
are only a few inches in height. 

Flowers. —Mostly lilac, white, red or yellow. 

Propagation. —The annuals by seed sown in the spring or 
the early autumn. The perennials by seed sown in the spring 
or summer in a frame, or by division of the roots in the spring or 
the autumn. 

Culture. —They will do well in ordinary light soil in a sunny 
situation. The most suitable time to plant is during the autumn 
or the spring. 
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The Best Kinds. —Saponaria Boissieri has pink flowers from 
June onwards and grows to a height of about three inches; 
S. lutea also bears pink flowers in July and grows to a height 
of three inches; S. officinalis bears pink flowers and grows two 
feet high; S. caespitosa produces rose-coloured flowers from June 
to August and grows to a height of three inches. 


SPRING MEADOW SAFFRON 

Other Name. — Bulbocodium. 

Form. —A hardy bulb very much like a crocus. 

Flowers. —Purple, produced in February or March. 

Propagation. —By offsets which are freely produced and 
planted in the ordinary way. 

Culture. —These plants like a rich light soil and are easily 
grown. They should be planted in the autumn. The bulbs should 
be lifted and replanted in a new position every other year if 
they are to do well. 

The Best Kinds. —Bulbocodium vernum bears attractive purple 
flowers at a time when there are few other flowers about. 


STAR TULIP 

Other Names. — Calochortus, Butterfly Tulip, Mariposa Lily. 

Form.—H alf-hardy bulbs which vary in height a good deal. 

Flowers. —These are attractive and of various colours, 
produced on upright steins. 

Propagation. —By means of very small bulbs which are 
produced at times on the upper part of the stem. This plant 
may also be increased by seed which should be sown in pans 
or boxes and planted in a frame to germinate. Sow thinly 
during the early part of the year. The third season after sowing 
the young plants will be at the right stage for potting up singly. 
The most usual method, however, is by means of offsets which 
should be separated when the plants are in the dormant state. 

Culture. —The best time to plant is during October, the 
plants being spaced about three inches apart and three inches 
deep. In full sun and warm light soil these plants may be 
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flowered outside in the open, but they should be lifted when the 
leaves die down. A frame in a sunny situation is to be preferred. 

The Best Kinds. —Calochortus pulchellus is a bright yellow 
kind bearing from three to five blooms on the stem, it grows 
three feet high and flowers in August; C. Venustus is a large 
white kind, also yellow and red varieties, which grows to a 
height of a foot-and-a-half. 


STOCK 

Other Name. — Matthiola. 

Form. —Mostly upright-growing rather bushy plants which 
are divided into several classes and vary in height a good deal. 
Night-scented stock is an entirely different flower and is dealt 
with separately. The chief classes include Brompton Stocks, 
East Lothian Stocks, Nice Stocks and Ten-week Stocks. 

Flowers. —Some of these may be obtained in a dozen or 
more colours and shades. The flowers are produced in the 
form of compact spikes. 

Propagation. —By seed. In the case of Brompton Stocks 
these should be sown in May or June, and as soon as they are 
big enough the young plants should be pricked out. The best 
types are perfectly hardy and will stand the most severe winter. 
East Lothian Stocks are sown in boxes in July or August and 
kept in a cold frame, as soon as they are big enough to handle 
the young plants are pricked off into other boxes and later potted 
up singly and kept under glass. Planting out should not be 
undertaken too early as these plants cannot withstand a late 
frost. The Nice type of stock is a greenhouse plant although 
it may be planted out in May. This stock can be had in bloom 
almost throughout the year. To flower in the winter and spring, 
seed is sown under glass in finely sifted soil during August and 
September and placed in a frame. Later the plants are placed 
singly in pots and taken into the greenhouse. Ten-week Stocks 
are sown in frames in the spring or out of doors in the early 
summer. If sown out of doors they are carefully thinned out 
when big enough; sown in a frame, they are planted out when 
strong enough. It is as well to remember that the smaller seed¬ 
lings result in the best double flowers. 

Culture. —Once the plants are in their flowering quarters 
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they need little further attention, except that under glass they 
should be watered when necessary and ventilation should be 
carefully regulated. 

The Best Kinds. —Among Bromptons, Riviera Dawn is a 
glowing pink; Empress Elizabeth is bright carmine and White 
Lady is an attractive white. Good East Lothians include the 
White Wallflower-leaved, producing white flowers, and the 
Crimson Wallflower-leaved, which bears crimson flowers from 
May to September. Attractive Nice Stocks include Beauty of 
Nice, a delicate flesh pink; Queen Alexandra, a rosy lilac, and 
Snow White. A selection of double Ten-week Stocks might 
include Antique Copper, Sihery Lilac, Giant Perfection and 
Superb Bedding. 


STORE’S ASTER 

Other Name.— Stokesia. 

Form. —More or less hardy perennial of upright habit of 
growth. It grows between one and two feet in height. 

Flowers. —The flower heads are blue or white in the most 
popular varieties and are produced at the top of the stems, 
they are about one inch in diameter. 

Propagation. —This plant is fairly easily increased by 
division of the roots, which is best carried out in the spring. It 
may also be grown from seed. 

Culture. —It prefers a light to a heavy soil, but apart from 
this has no particular preference and will do well in any ordinary 
garden soil. In warm districts this plant is quite hardy, but in 
exposed or colder districts there is some doubt as to this and it 
should be given protection during winter. 

The Best Kinds. —Stokesia cyanea is the most largely grown. 
It produces its attractive blue flowers during August. There is 
a white variety of cyanea which is also valued. 


STONECROP 

Other Name.— Sedum. 

Form. —The majority of the most attractive garden kinds are 
hardy perennials of which the smaller kinds are well suited for 
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the rock or wall garden, while the taller kinds are good border 
plants. 

Flowers.—W hite, yellow, purple, blue, pink and rose are 
the colours most commonly seen. The flowers are borne on a 
main stem from which flower-bearing branchlets radiate, 
either from the top or one above the other from the upper 
portion. 

Propagation. —By seeds sown in boxes or pans in sandy 
soil in the spring, the young plants being planted where they 
are to flower the following spring or in the autumn of the same 
year in which the seed is sown. They are also easily increased 
by cuttings or by division of the tufts which should be carried out 
in the spring. 

Culture. —These plants will thrive in almost any position 
in which it is thought desirable to plant them, but they mostly 
prefer a sandy loam in the rock garden or somewhere where 
there are stones. All kinds will do best in a rather dry 
situation. 

The Best Kinds. —Sedum album produces its white flowers 
from about midsummer onwards and grows from three to six 
inches; S. amplexicaule grows between six and nine inches high 
and produces its yellow flowers in June; S. Anacampseros 
grows twelve inches in height and bears purple flowers in 
July; S. beyrichianum grows to a height of two inches and 
bears white flowers in July; S. coeruleum is an annual, but 
its beautiful blue flowers arc a delight in the rock garden, it 
grows from two to four inches. 


STUD FLOWER 

Other Name.—■FT e/omar. 

Form. —Hardy herbaceous perennial growing about a foot 
in height. 

Flowers. —These are very attractive and this plant is not grown 
to the extent that it might be with advantage. The flowers are 
purple and are produced freely during the summer. 

Propagation. —By means of division of the roots in April 
or October. This is a rather slow method. By seeds which 
should be sown in a frame in April. 
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Culture. —This plant should be given a moist shady position 
in a light soil which is all the better if it contains some 
peat. 

The Best Kinds. —Helonias bullata is the only kind grown to 
any extent, its flowers are purplish rose, in some cases almost 
pink- 


SUNFLOWER 

Other Name.— Helianthus. 

Form. —Hardy perennials and annuals, tall growing and of 
upright habit of growth. Grow from six to twelve feet in 
height. 

Flowers. —Large, they vary in size and colour. Usually a 
single flower at the head of branched flowering stems. 

Propagation. —Seed may be sown in the open about March 
or April and will germinate without special attention, or seed 
may be sown in pots and the seedlings transplanted when they 
are of sufficient size. Sunflowers may also be increased easily 
by division of the roots. 

Culture. —Any garden soil of average quality suits these 
plants, and once in position they need little attention. 

The Best Kinds. —Helianthus annuus is the well-known Giant 
Sunflower, its large flowers being produced during the summer 
and autumn; H. globosus fistulosus is a double globular form 
which is very attractive; H. atrorubens is a dark red kind which 
grows to a height of two to three feet. Among named varieties 
may be mentioned Golden Nigger, a rich yellow; Apollo, a 
gold and maroon variety, and Langley Gem, a primrose kind 
having a pink flush, this is a double sunflower. New introductions 
are widening the colour range a great deal. 


SUN ROSE 

Other Name.— Helianthemun. 

Form. —Hardy annual shrubby evergreen plants of trailing 
habit of growth. Height varies a great deal from three inches 
to two feet or more. 
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Flowers.—W hile, yellow, orange, salmon pink or scarlet 
are the colours most often seen. 

Propagation— Mostly by seed sown under glass in March, 
but cuttings may also be taken and rooted in sandy soil in a 
frame. 

Culture.—T he best times for planting are the autumn or 
the spring and the ends of straggling shoots should be pinched 
out during August. 

The Best Kinds. —Helianthemun umbellatum is a white kind 
which grows about eighteen inches high; Rubens is an orange 
kind and Sudbury Gem an attractive crimson. 


SWAMP LILY 

Other Name. —Lilium superbum. 

Form.—O f upright habit of growth this is a tall-growing lily 
often reaching from four to six feet in height. 

Flowers. —These are orange-red in colour thickly spotted 
with purple. There are sometimes as many as thirty or forty 
on a single stem, but more often from eight to twelve. 

Propagation.— By offsets or by scales which should be 
carefully separated from the parent bulb. Seeds often do not 
germinate for a great many months and after they have ger¬ 
minated they may be five or six years before they reach the 
flowering stage. 

Culture— Bulbs should be planted about four or five inches 
deep during October. A rather rich light soil suits this lily best 
and it is a good plan to place a little sand at the bottom of the 
hole for the base of the bulb to rest on. It is not advisable to 
lift the bulbs oftener than every three or four years as they do 
not like to be disturbed too often. It is a good plan also to top 
dress with well-rotted manure in the spring. 

The Best Kind. —Lilium superbum has flowere from nine 
inches to a foot across, which with their brilliant colours are 
very attractive, they flower in July and August. 
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SWAN RIVER DAISY 

Other Name.— Brachycome. 

Form. —Dwarf-growing half-hardy annual which usually 
grows from about eight to ten inches high. 

Flowers. —Rather like daisies in appearance, but the colour¬ 
ing is attractive and they remain in flower practically through 
the summer. 

Propagation. —Seed may be sown in mild heat in the early 
spring or in the open in April. When the plants are large enough 
they should be moved and planted about six inches apart where 
they are to flower. 

Culture. —Once in the positions in which they are to flower 
these plants will need no further attention. 

The Best Kinds. —There are a number of named varieties 
of which White Star and Blue Star may be mentioned. 


SWEET PEA 

Other Name.— Lathyrus odoratus. 

Form. —Hardy annual climbing plants. 

Flowers. —There is a wide range of delightful colours. 
The flowers are too well known to need description. Expert 
amateur growers endeavour to produce as many blossoms on a 
flowering stem as possible. The flowers are sweetly scented. 

Propagation. —By seeds usually from the middle of February 
until April, but in southern England many amateurs make a 
sowing during September or October. It is found that where 
sowings are made at this time the resulting plants are more 
vigorous and flower more freely than do plants which are grown 
from a spring sowing. Seed to be sown during dry weather 
may with advantage be soaked in warm water the night before 
sowing. About an inch and a half will be the right depth and 
the seeds should be from two to three inches apart. Needless 
to say the soil should be well prepared before the seed is sown. 
Black cotton should be stretched over the soil where the seed 
is sown to keep away birds, or wire guards may be used for this 
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purpose. When the young plants are about four or five inches 
high they should be carefully thinned to about six or seven 
inches apart. Better bloom may be obtained by sowing in 
pots or boxes during February or earlier. As soon as the plants 
are big enough to handle they should be potted singly in small 
pots. 

Culture. —As soon as the plants grown in pots are about 
three and a half inches high they should be hardened off so that 
they are ready for planting in the open during March or early 
in April. As the plants grow, whether raised in pots or in the 
open, they will need staking or they should be provided with 
some other kind of support. When the plants have reached a 
reasonable height the tips should be pinched out. Sweet peas 
which are allowed to grow as they please may reach a height of 
ten or twelve feet or more. 

The Best Kinds. —There are so many hundreds equally 
valuable that it seems almost impossible to make a selection, 
a few beautiful varieties are given. Princess Mary is a delightful 
blue; John Ingman a good carmine; R. F. Felton is an attractive 
lavender; Dorothy a useful lilac; Barbara an attractive salmon 
and Red Star a fine scarlet. 


SWEET SCABIOUS 

Other Names. —Scabiosa atropurpurea, Mournful Widow. 

Form. —Usually treated as a hardy annual, sometimes as a 
biennial and at times described as a perennial, growing from 
crowns of thick foliage to a height, when in flower, of between 
two and three feet. 

Flowers.—T hese are sweetly scented and may be grown ip 
colours varying from white through yellow, crimson and blue 
to dark purple. 

Propagation. —Seeds may be sown in heat in the early spring 
and planted out where they are to flower. Another method is 
to sow the seed in the open during April for late flowering. If 
it is desired to treat these plants as biennials, seed should be 
sown about midsummer, when the plants will flower the next 
year. 

Culture. —Any ordinary garden soil is suitable if it is not 
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too heavy. The plants should be given a sunny situation. The 
writer once grew two batches, one in shade, the other in sun. 
Those in sun did well but those grown in shade were a total 
failure. 

The Best Kinds. —Scabiosa atropurpurea is a crimson kind 
growing from two to three feet high. A few named varieties 
are Azure Fairy, which is pale blue; Snowball, pure white; 
Black Prince, maroon, and Yellow Prince, which is a bright 
yellow. All flower from July until cut by frost. 


SWEET SULTAN 

Other Names. —Centaurea sauveolens, Centaurea Moschata- 

Form. —Hardy annuals growing to a height of about eighteen 
inches. 

Flowers. —White, yellow, rose and purple, often three inches 
in diameter. 

Propagation. —Seed should be sown in the open during the 
autumn or the spring. The plants from these sowings should 
be thinned out carefully so that there is no overcrowding. 

Culture. —They thrive in ordinary garden soil and so long 
as the garden is reasonably free from weeds they will do well; 
they need little attention after they are in their flowering quarters. 

The Best Kinds. —Honeymoon is a bright yellow kind; 
Bridegroom is a rose pink and The Bride, a pure white. They 
flower from July to October. 


SWTDET WILLIAM 

Other Name. —Dianthus barbatus. 

Form. —Hardy perennials which, from a cultural point of 
view, are better treated as biennials. They are of upright habit 
of growth. 

Flowers. —These form a mass at the head of the flowering 
stem, and often several of these flowering stems mass together, 
giving a still more attractive display. The flowers vary greatly 
in colour and make very beautiful decorative plants. 
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Propagation. —By seed which should be sown in a cold frame 
or in the open during May or June. When big enough they 
should be transplanted into a nursery bed and should have their 
final move to the positions they are to occupy for flowering 
during the autumn. These plants may also be increased by 
division of the roots, by cuttings and by layering at the usual 
time and in the normal manner. 

Culture. —Once these are in their flowering positions there 
need be no difficulty about their cultivation, they will grow 
and flower well if not too crowded by other plants. 

The Best Kinds. —Auricula-eyed may be obtained in brilliant 
colours, the flowers having white eyes; Harlequin grows to a 
height of a foot and flowers during June and July, the flowers 
on the same truss vary in colour; Nigricans is a deep purple 
kind and Seal let Beauty may also be recommended. 


SWEET WIVELSFIELD 

Other Names. —None. 

Form. —This plant is a cross between Dianthus Altwoodii 
and Sweet William. 

Flowers. —It has a long flowering season and there are a 
great variety of colours. 

Propagation. —By seeds which should be sown in a cold 
frame or in the open during May or June. 

Culture. —When the seedlings are big enough they should 
be transplanted to a nursery bed and should go into the positions 
in which they are wanted to flower during the autumn. 

The Best Kinds,—T he seed usually consists of mixed colour¬ 
ings. 


TAGETES 

Other Names. —African and French Marigolds. 

Form. —Half-hardy annuals of upright branched growth. 
Flowers. —The flower heads are yellow or orange and are 
very decorative in beds. Both single and double forms are 
available. 
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Propagation. —By seed sown in the early spring in slight 
heat. The young plants from these sowings will be ready for 
planting out about the last fortnight in May or the first fort¬ 
night in June. 

Culture. —Some of these plants require a rich soil if they 
are to make a good show, others are not so particular. In any 
case they should be given a sunny position, and if it is sheltered 
from cold winds, so much the better. The African kinds should 
be planted from eighteen inches to two feet apart; the French 
kinds will only need from ten inches to a foot space between the 
plants. 

Thb Best Kinds. — T. erecta belongs to the African section, 
it needs a rich soil; Giant Orange is a good double and Lemon 
Queen an attractive single. They flower through the summer 
and early autumn and grow from eighteen inches to thirty-six 
inches high. T. patula belongs to the French section. Good-named 
varieties include Cloth of Gold, a brilliant yellow; Diadem, 
red and yellow and chestnut; Star of India, crimson red, striped 
yellow, and Silver King, a pale yellow and maroon kind. They 
grow about a foot high and flower through the summer and 
early autumn. 


TASSEL FLOWER 

Other Names. —Emilia flammea, Cacalia coccinea. 

Form.—H ardy annual which grows about a foot and a half 
high. 

Flowers. —The small flowers of this plant grow in such a 
way that they look rather like a tassel. They are orange-scarlet 
in colour and bloom during the summer and autumn. 

Propagation. —By seed sown in the autumn or the spring. 
The autumn sowing should be made during the first Week in 
September and the spring sowing during April. This plant 
does not like root disturbance, but plants from the spring 
sowing should be transplanted as soon as they are big enough 
to handle. 

Culture— This plant will give the most satisfactory results 
if planted in light soil. If there is a good deal of leaf mould 
mixed with this it will be still better. 

The Best Kinds. —Emilia flammea has been described above. 
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TECOMA 

Other Names. —Trumpet Flower, Trumpet Creeper. 

Form.—C limbing shrubs of great beauty. There are both 
greenhouse and hardy kinds. 

Flowers. —Mostly orange or red in colour. They grow in 
groups at the tips of the branches and are something like a 
trumpet in shape. 

Propagation. —By root cuttings, by cuttings of young partly 
ripened shoots as well as by layering. The last of these methods 
probably gives the greatest proportion of successes. 

Culture. —The soil for these plants must be well drained 
if they are to succeed. If ample supplies of water are available 
they wall do well in any good loam, but during the summer months 
they must be watered well and regularly, while during the winter 
the roots should be kept almost if not quite dry. They should 
be exposed to full sunlight as much as possible, otherwise they 
are unlikely to flower at all freely; they should also receive a 
fair share of ventilation when growing. 

The Best Kinds. —Tecoma capensis bears orange-scarlet 
blossoms during August and grows fifteen feet high when sup¬ 
ported by trellis work; T. grandiflora produces its orange- 
scarlet flowers during July, it will climb thirty feet; T. radicans 
bears its scarlet-red flowers during the summer and grows twenty- 
five feet high. 


TELLIMA 

Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —Hardy perennial or annual plants growing usually 
about twelve inches in height. 

Flowers. —Often nodding, greenish or white in colour. Most 
kinds flower freely. 

Propagation. —Most commonly by division of the roots in 
March. 

Culture. —They do best when planted in the spring and will 
grow in the usual rock-garden soil. They also thrive when 
used as edging to borders in garden soil of ordinary quality. 

The Best Kinds. —Tellima grandiflora is an April-flowering 
kind, the flowers of which are large and plentiful. 
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THRIFT 

Other Name.— Armeria. 

Form.—H ardy tufted perennials of dwarf habit of growth. 

Flowers. —Mostly red, lilac or white in colour. The plants 
flower freely and form an attractive mass of colour when in 
full flower, which is usually during the summer months. 

Propagation. —Small pieces taken from established plants 
may be planted in frames, where they will quickly establish 
themselves. Seed may be sown in the spring in pots or boxes 
of sandy soil and will germinate freely if placed in a frame. 

Culture. —The best soil for these plants is a mixture of sandy 
loam and leaf mould, but the writer has grown them successfully 
in ordinary garden soil without any special attention. They are 
well suited for the rock garden as well as for border edgings 
and they also make attractive pot plants. 

The Best Kinds. —Armeria alpina produces its purple flowers 
during July and August, it grows to a height of about six inches; 
A. latifalia has rosy lilac flowers from May to July and grows 
to a height of one foot; A. maritina bears flowers of various 
colours, it does well in a sunny position, grows four inches 
high and flowers during May and June. 


THUNBERGIA 

Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —Climbing and trailing greenhouse plants, some of 
the most attractive of which are evergreens. In order to flower 
well, these plants need ample space in which to grow. 

Flowers. —White, yellow, purple and blue produced usually 
singly on short flowering stems growing from the point at which 
stem and leaf stalk join. 

Propagation. —By cuttings of reasonably firm young wood 
inserted in light soil in a frame at a temperature of between 
60° and 70° F. It may also be grown from seed sown during 
the spring in pots. When the plants are big enough to handle 
the seedlings should be planted singly in baskets or in pots 
where they are wanted for flowering. 
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Culture. —This plant likes a rather rich soil and no attempt 
should be made to grow it in soil of poor quality. Some heat will 
be needed during the early stages of growth. 

The Best Kinds. —Thunbergia Gibsoni has showy orange- 
coloured flowers which are very beautiful. It is of a trailing 
habit of growth and may be placed outside during the warmest 
part of the year in the southern parts of the country. 


TIGER LILY 

Other Name .—Lilium tigrinum. 

Form. —This lily grows between two and four feet in height. 
It is a stiff upright-growing kind producing its flowers, often 
between eight and twenty in number, at the apex of its tall stem. 

Flowers. —These are bright deep orange-red in colour 
marked with a number of distinct purplish-black spots. The 
flowers are from eight to nine inches across and open during 
July and August. 

Propagation. —The most successful methods are by small 
bulblets or by planting the scales of established bulbs after 
carefully separating these. The plants can also be increased by 
seed, but as it takes five or six years for them to reach the 
flowering stage by this method, it is not recommended. 

Culture.—T his lily is not as particular as are many members 
of the lily family as to soil, as it is found flourishing in gardens 
in various parts of the country where soil conditions vary 
greatly. At the same time the quality of the bloom is greatly 
improved when this lily is planted in rich soil and is well watered 
during the growing period. 

The Best Kinds. —Lilium tigrinum splendens produces its 
flowers freely in pyramidal form. The flowers are of the usual 
colour. 


TOAD FLAX 

Other Name. — Linaria. 

Form. —Hardy annuals and perennials. They grow to a 
height of about a foot. 
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Flowers. —These in shape are very much like the snapdragon, 
they are produced freely and by sowing at different tiroes a long 
flowering period may be obtained. 

Propagation. —By seeds sown on light soil, which will grow 
freely if sown during March and April, also by division of the 
roots which may be carried out during the spring or autumn. 

Culture. —The plants are not difficult to grow in any reason¬ 
ably good soil, but this must be well drained. The smalle r 
growing kinds are valuable for the rock garden as well as for 
border margins. 

The Best Kinds. — Linaria alpina is a violet blotched with 
orange. It grows from three to six inches high and flowers during 
the summer and autumn; L. Cymbalaria is a mauve and orange 
trailing perennial; L. purpurea is a blue kind growing from 
thirty to fifty inches in height, it flowers during the summer 
and early autumn; L. bipartita is a purple, red or white annual 
which grows about a foot in height; L. reticulata is a yellow and 
purple annual growing from a foot to a foot and a half in 
height. 


TOBACCO PLANT 

Other Name. — Nicotiana. 

Form. —Hardy perennials which are usually treated as 
annuals. Of upright growth, these plants are valued as much 
for their sweet scent as for their beauty. They grow from 
eighteen inches to thirty inches in height. 

Flowers. —The white varieties are the most sweetly scented, 
but the coloured kinds are the most attractive. They grow on 
rather slender flowering stems. 

Propagation. —Seed should be sown in fine sand under glass. 
When big enough the yoimg plants should be pricked out into 
good quality soil. 

Culture. —After pricking out the plants should be hardened 
off and they may be planted out during the early part of June 
in groups, the plants being placed a foot apart. The tobacco 
plant likes a good quality soil and should be given a sunny 
situation. 

The Best Kinds. — Nicotiana alata is the favourite white- 
flowered variety which is valued because of its pleasant evening 
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scent. Hybrids of this plant may be obtained in various at¬ 
tractive colours, but these are not always as sweetly scented. 
The flowering period is the early autumn. 


TORENIA 


Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —Half-hardy trailing annuals which are suitable for 
hanging baskets. 

Flowers. —Mostly one or more shades of blue. They open 
in August. Some varieties are spotted. 

Propagation. —By seed sown during March and April and 
placed in a warm temperature. As soon as they are big enough 
to handle the plants should be placed in the pots or hanging 
baskets in which they are to flower. 

Culture. —These plants thrive best in a mixture of leaf 
mould and loam to which a little sand has been added. Once 
planted where they are to flower they need no particular atten¬ 
tion, but they should be watered in very dry weather. 

The Best Kinds. —Torenia asiatica produces its blue flowers 
with dark violet lateral lobes in June; T. concolor produces its 
violet-blue flowers during summer; T.flava is a yellow kind which 
flowers in the summer; T. penduncularis has pale blue flowers 
spotted with yellow which open in June. 


TREASURE FLOWER 

Other Name. — Gazania. 

Form.—A very attractive summer bedding plant which 
is also a good cool greenhouse plant. Height about one foot. 

Flowers. —These are mostly yellow, orange or bronze in 
colour and are produced during June and July. 

Propagation. —By means of cuttings from side shoots taken 
from the base in the spring or late summer. These should be 
inserted for rooting in sandy soil in a frame. 

Culture. —These may be planted in beds during June, but 
they will need protection from frost during the winter. For 
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pot culture the plants should be potted in a mixture of turfy 
loam, leaf mould and sand during March. 

The Best Kinds. —Gazania Pavonia has yellow flowers in 
July and grows to a length of a foot; G. Splendens has flowers 
of orange, black and white between June and September; G. 
Uniflora produces yellow flowers in July and grows a foot 
high. 


TRUMPET LILY 

Other Name .—Lilium longiflorum. 

Form. —This lily grows about two feet six inches in height. 
At the time of flowering the lower leaves are rather crowded 
and there are about twenty or thirty altogether. 

Flowers. —These are about six or seven inches long and are 
shaped rather like a funnel with a neck. Usually they are pro¬ 
duced singly or in twos and are about at right angles to the 
stem. In colour they are white. 

Propagation. —It is not advisable to increase these lilies 
from seed, as grown in this way it will be five or six years before 
flowering plants are obtained. They may be increased by plant¬ 
ing any bulblets which form, or by planting scales carefully 
removed from a parent bulb. 

Culture. —This lily will usually thrive on garden soil of reason¬ 
ably good quality if the bulbs are planted at a depth of about 
four or five inches. If there is no peat in the soil a little of this 
may be added with advantage. 

The Best Kinds. —The Trumpet Lily opens its long white 
flowers in June. 


TULIP 


Other Name. — Tulipa. 

Form. —Bulbous-rooted plants having rather broad leaves. 
Flowers. —These are as varied as can be imagined both in 
colour and size, as well as in the length of the flowering stem. 
They are usually produced singly at the apex of the stem and 
the single ones are somewhat cup-shaped. 

Propagation. —By offsets which are usually produced in 
u 
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good numbers. These should be planted in a position in which 
they are exposed to the sun and air. 

Culture. —Tulips should not be planted too early in the 
autumn, October is the best month. These plants do not like 
a very heavy soil. Depth of planting should be about three 
times the diameter downwards of the bulb. The best arrange¬ 
ment is to group the bulbs placing them six inches apart. It is 
a common mistake to allow tulip bulbs to remain in the soil for 
several years without lifting and replanting, where this is done 
the plants are very subject to disease and the flowers deteriorate 
in quality. The most satisfactory method is to lift and replant 
each season, but care should be taken not to lift until they are 
fully ripe. 

Thb Best Kinds. —There are many hundreds of worth-while 
kinds of which only a few can be mentioned here. Early- 
flowering kinds include Brunhilde, a white tulip with yellow 
plane; Cramoise Royal, a fine rose-carmine sort; Fred Moore, 
a tall orange tulip, and Prince de Ligny, which is a very graceful 
plant having pointed petals; it is yellow. Among the best of the 
Darwin Tulips may be mentioned Clara Butt, a soft pink; 
Pride of Haarlem, which bears a cerise flower; Prince of the 
Netherlands, which has rosy carmine flowers of exceptional 
size, and Teddy, a large-flowered variety bearing bright red 
flowers. 


TUNICA 

Other Name. —Sand Pink. 

Form. —Hardy perennials of a dwarf habit of growth related 
to Dianthus. Height varies between six and ten inches. 

Flowers. —In the favourite garden kinds these are pink, 
red and rose, produced in the summer moriths. 

Propagation. —Almost always by dividing the roots and 
planting these to form edgings for borders or in the rock garden 
in the spring. 

Culture. —The best soil for these will be of a light sandy 
nature. They do not do well on heavy land. Apart from this 
they need no special attention. 

The Best Kinds. —Tunica Saxifraga is the most popular. 
Both single and double forms are available. It grows about six 
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inches high and produces its delightful pink flowers in the 
summer. T. illyrica and T. rhodopea are also useful. Their red 
flowers are of different shades. The former grows eight or nine 
inches in height and the latter five or six. Both flower in the 
summer. 


TURK’S CAP LILY 

Other Name. —Lilium Martagon. 

Form. —An upright-growing plant with a rather slender stem 
growing to a height of two or three feet. 

Flowers. —There are often as many as twenty on a single 
plant, they hang downwards and are purplish-red in colour 
with dark purple spots. 

Propagation. —Usually by bulblets or by carefully planting 
scates of an old bulb. They may also be increased by seed, 
but this method is not recommended to the amateur as it takes 
about six years to grow flowering plants in this way. 

Culture.— Most lilies prefer a peaty soil and if this is present 
they will do well. Where there is no peat some of this may 
possibly be obtained and mixed with the soil where they are to 
go, but this kind will grow and flower well in ordinary garden 
soil if it is not too heavy. 

The Best Kinds. —Lilium Martagon is very attractive and is 
a favourite. 


VALERIAN 

Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —Wall and rock-garden plants growing from about 
one to three feet in height. 

Flowers. —Mostly red, white or crimson, produced during 
the summer. 

Propagation. —By division of the roots in the usual way or 
by seed sown in the spring and only lightly covered. 

Culture. —There need be no difficulty here. The plant prefers 
a soil in which there is a good deal of lime in a dry situation in 
full sun. The best time to plant is during the autumn or the 
spring. 
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The Best Kinds.— Centranthus augustifolius is a dark red or 
crimson kind which produces its flowers plentifully during the 
summer; C. ruber is a bright red and C. ruber albus a white 
kind, both of which grow about a foot and a half high and 
flower in the summer. 


VALERIANA 

Other Names. —Must not be confused with Valerian. 

Form. —The smaller kinds of this hardy perennial make 
attractive rock-garden plants. 

Flowers. —These flower during the summer and the most 
attractive kinds grow about a foot to a foot and a half 
high. 

Propagation. —This is best carried out by seed sown in the 
summer or by root division in the autumn or spring. 

Culture. —Ordinary garden soil is suitable, but a warm posi¬ 
tion in a dry sunny situation suits these plants best. 

The Best Kinds. — Valeriana alliariaefolia begins to flower in 
June and grows eighteen inches high, its flowers are red; V. 
globulariaefolia is smaller growing, but the colour and time of 
flowering are the same. 


VENUS’S LOOKING GLASS 

Other Names.— Specularia, Com Violet. 

Form. —Hardy annuals growing from about six inches to a 
foot or more in height. 

Flowers. —These are produced in the summer and are usually 
lilac, blue, purple or white in colour. 

Propagation. —By seeds sown in the spring or the autumn 
where they are to flower. When the plants are big enough they 
should be thinned to six or seven inches apart each way. 

Culture. —Very suitable for the rock-garden where they 
do best in a mixture of sandy loam and peat. 

The Best Kinds,— Specularia falcata bears blue flowers and 
grows to a height of about twelve inches; S. Hybrida is a pale- 
blue kind growing from six inches to a foot in height; S. per - 
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foliata is a purple-blue kind which grows about a foot high; 
S. Speculum bears white or purple flowers and grows about a 
foot in height. All flower during the summer. 


VERBENA 

Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —Half-hardy annuals, biennials and perennials which 
vary greatly in height. They are mostly of bushy growth. 

Flowers.— Usually produced in spikes or clusters at the ends 
of branches. They are brilliant in colour and remain in flower 
for a long period. 

Propagation. —Usually by seed which will come true. The 
seed should be sown in shallow boxes of light soil during the 
first fortnight in March. Bottom heat should be provided and 
when the plants are big enough to handle they should be pricked 
off into another box or potted up singly. Cuttings may also be 
taken and will root well in heat, but it has been found that plants 
obtained from cuttings are very subject to disease and this 
method is not recommended. If it is decided to obtain plants 
from cuttings, it has been found that those taken in the spring 
and rooted in a frame are better than cuttings rooted in the 
autumn and kept under glass through the winter. 

Culture. —The plants may be planted in the border or in 
other parts of the garden they are required to adorn during May 
or June. For pot culture, six-inch pots should be filled with a 
mixture of sandy loam and leaf mould, to which a little manure 
should be added if it can be obtained. The plants should be 
transferred to the pots in March. In order to encourage compact 
bushy growth the young plants should be pricked out to stop 
outward growth. 

The Best Kinds. —Verbena Aubletia is a popular kind for the 
border, it bears purple flowers during July and August and 
grows from ten inches to a foot and a half in height; V. officinalis 
bears purple flowers during June, July and August and grows 
from one to two feet high; V. polystachya has brilliant red 
flowers during July and August and grows to a height of four 
or five feet. 
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VERONICA 

Other Name.—S peedwell. 

Form. —Among the most valuable garden kinds are shrubby 
perennials and plants for the herbaceous border and the rock 
garden. They vary greatly in form and height. 

Flowers.' —Blue, purple, violet, lilac, flesh-coloured or white, 
mostly carried in the form of spikes. 

Propagation. —Cuttings taken in August of ripened wood 
will root readily in any light soil or in a frame, or they may be 
increased by root division in the spring. 

Culture. —Plant during the spring or the early autumn. 
These plants do well in ordinary garden soil to which a certain 
amount of grit may be added with advantage. Apart from this 
they are easy plants to grow. 

The Best Kinds.— For the perennial border Veronica alpina 
is useful for edging, it produces its blue flowers in May and 
grows about four inches high; V. Andersoni also flowers in July 
and grows two feet in height; V. caucasica bears light red flowers 
from June onwards and grows about a foot high; V. subsessilis 
flowers during July and August and grows from two to three 
feet in height. For the rock-garden there are V. saxatilis with 
its flowers of rich blue, produced through the summer, it grows 
to a height of three inches and V. Teucrium clubia which bears 
blue flowers on long spikes, it flowers through the summer 
and grows to a height of three inches. 


VIOLET 

Other Names.—N one. 

Flowers. —Sweetly scented, violet or white in colour. 

Form.—H ardy perennials growing in little clumps of spreading 
aabit of growth. 

Propagation. —Usually by division of the crowns. June is 
the best time for this, all runners being separated before dividing 
the crowns. The divided crowns should be planted in groups 
from twelve to fifteen inches apart where they are to flower. It is 
sometimes recommended that violets should be lifted and 
divided each year, but for garden culture this is not only tin- 
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necessary but undesirable. When the crowns become so crowded 
that the flowers begin to deteriorate will be the time to do this. 

Culture. —Good quality deeply-dug soil best suits these 
plants and they should receive partial shade from the sun in 
hot weather. The quality of the flowers will be improved if 
weak liquid manure is applied once or twice a month. Violets 
may be grown in pots to flower during the winter months. Tje 
plants should be potted in September, taking care to lift them 
with as much soil attached to the roots as possible. It is important 
that the pots should be well drained. Water well after planting. 
The plants should be kept in frames for flowering. 

The Best Kinds. —Ascinea is a fine single; Marie Louise 
is a good dark blue double; Mrs. Arthur is a double dark blue 
with stiff stem; Swaley is a double white kind. 


VIRGINIAN STOCK 

Other Name.— Malcomia. 

Form. —Hardy annuals growing from six to twelve inches 
high. 

Flowers. —Usually lilac, rose, red or white. 

Propagation. —Seeds should be sown thinly at various times 
during the spring, summer and autumn for flowering at different 
periods. 

Culture. —These plants need fairly light soil, where they 
will grow to perfection without attention. 

The Best Kinds. —Fairy Queen, a good crimson; Crimson 
King, a purple and crimson kind. These plants flower in the 
summer and autumn. 


VISCARIA 

Other Names. —German Catchfly, Rock Lychnis. 

Form.—A nnual plants which grow to a height of about 
eighteen inches. 

Flowers. —These are very strong, the colours ranging through 
white, pink and red. The flowering period is the summer. 

Propagation. —Usually by seeds sown in the spring which 
need no special attention. 
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Culture. —The soil should be rather light, but apart from this 
they will do well in garden soil of ordinary quality. They are of 
easy culture. 

The Best Kinds. —Cardittalis has crimson scarlet flowers 
which are wonderfully rich in colouring; splendens and splendens 
plena are two other good kinds; Blue Pearl is a delightful 
mauve. 


WALLFLOWER 

Other Name.— Cheiranthus Cheiri. 

Form.— Hardy perennials and biennials which vary in height 
between about twelve and twenty-four inches. The plants are 
like small bushes in shape. 

Flowers.— The flowers are produced in spiked masses at the 
ends of branched stems. 

Propagation.— Seed should be sown thinly in drills during 
May or June and should be transplanted when about two 
inches high. Before planting the soil should be well turned 
and the young plants put in about seven or eight inches apart 
with a foot between the rows. 

Culture. —Wallflowers are best put in the position in which 
they are to flower during the autumn, but it is better to be early 
rather than late. These plants are easy to grow in ordinary soil 
and need no special attention. 

The Best Kinds. —There is a very wide range of varieties and 
only a comparatively few of these can be given here. Among 
them are Blood Red, the flowers of which are the colour from 
which it gets its name and they flower in the spring; Ellen 
Willmott bears ruby-coloured flowers in the spring; Fire King 
is a popular variety bearing bright orange flowers in the spring; 
Giant Yellow bears bright yellow flowers in the spring; Purple 
Queen opens its purple blooms in the spring. 


WATSONIA 

Other Name.—B ugle Lily. 

Form.— Half-hardy bulbs. The height varies between one and 
two feet. 
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Flowers.—T hese arc very much like some of the gladioli, 
various shades of red and white are the more usual colours. 

Propagation.— By offsets in the usual way, no special atten¬ 
tion being needed. Also by seeds. 

Culture.— pie best mixture for these plants is good loam, 
leat mould and a smaller proportion of sand. Very little water 
should be given during the period of rest. 

The Best Kinds.— Watsonia angusta produces numerous 
orange-scarlet flowers in June; W. demiflom produces its rose- 
coloured flowers in May; W. Meriana is another good kind, 
particularly its white variety; Ardenei is worth growing- it 
flowers between June and August. 


WATER LILY 

Other Name. — Nymphaea. 

Form. —These are water flowers the leaves of which are 
almost round and flat and may be seen floating on the water 
where these beautiful plants are grown. 

Flowers.—Id colour these are as various as the flowers in a 
flower-bed and are equally brilliant. 

Propagation. —The most satisfactory method is by separating 
the tubers or by obtaining pieces of the creeping stem of the 
plant it is desired to increase. Seed may also be obtained and 
sown, but flowers from seed are not as a rule satisfactory. 

Culture. —The depth at which these plants should be planted 
varies between one foot and three feet, the stronger growing 
kinds needing the greatest depth. The roots are best planted in 
a wicker basket filled with good loam and lowered into the 
position they are intended to occupy. The best month for plant¬ 
ing is April. The basket should be weighted to keep it down 
when placed in the water. Although these plants do not thrive 
in fast-moving water they will not do well where the water 
is stagnant. When plants have been established for some 
years the crowns may become too crowded when they should, if 
the water is not too deep for the work, be thinned to some 
extent. 

The Best Kinds. —Nymphaea Laydekeri has wonderfully 
brilliantly coloured flowers and is especially well suited foi 
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growing in small garden pools or tubs; N. odorata has large 
pure white flowers with pink tips, some of its varieties are beauti¬ 
fully colouied; N. alba is the common native water-lily, but 
some of its varieties have been improved in size. There are a 
large number of beautiful hybrids available and every year new 
varieties are added. It may be mentioned that rats are sometimes 
a source of trouble to those who grow water-lilies. 


WHITE MADONNA LILY 

Other Names. — Lilium, St. Joseph’s Lily. 

Form. —Hardy bulbous plant growing about four feet in 
height. Its habit of growth is upright as is that of most of the 
larger lilies. 

Flowers. —As these are found in gardens of every description, 
from the cottage garden to those of the mansion, there is perhaps 
little need to describe these. They are white and are produced 
in a mass at the top of the flowering stem. 

Propagation. —It takes rather a long time to increase this 
plant from seed, but it may be increased also in the ordinary way 
by offsets and by those with expeit knowledge from the scales 
of the bulbs. 

Culture. —The lily dislikes being disturbed. The roots of this 
lily are very near the surface and by forking over the soil round 
these plants even when the tops have died down the bulbs are 
likely to be damaged. When grown in a situation which is to 
its liking this lily is very hardy and will do well in the same 
position year after year unless its gets the disease to which it is 
particularly subject. Deep well-dug garden soil is best for this, 
as for most lilies, and it should be planted in October. A little 
sand at the bottom of each hole in which a bulb of the Madonna 
Lily is to be planted will prove beneficial. The only time when 
this lily may be moved with advantage is when it is doing badly. 

The Best Kind. —The Madonna Lily produces its large white 
flowers in June and July; it grows about fifty inches in height. 
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WINDFLOWER 

Other Name. — Anemone. 

Form. —These are both hardy fibrous-rooted herbaceous 
perennials and tuberous-rooted plants. Height varies greatly 
from three or four inches to two feet six inches. 

Flowers. —These are produced on single stems or singly on 
branched stems and they may be obtained in almost all colours, 
the hues often being very bright. 

Propagation. —Seed of the herbaceous perennials is sown 
in a prepared bed during April at a depth of about three- 
quarters of an inch. The bed should be shaded from full sunlight 
until the seed is through the ground. When big enough to need 
it thin out to about four inches apart and leave until they have 
flowered the following season, when after the foliage has died 
down they may be planted in their flowering quarters. The 
tuberous-rooted kinds may be increased by division of the 
rhizomes any time during the autumn, winter or early spring 
until March. 

Culture. —Both kinds of anemones do best in a rich light 
soil which should be rather moist, but they will do well in almost 
any soil of reasonably good quality. Tubers should be planted 
about six inches apart and about three inches deep. These plants 
should be lifted every two or three years, and in some soils known 
to the writer they must be lifted and replanted every year if they 
are to flower well and regularly. 

The Best Kinds. —Anemone japonica grows about two feet 
six inches tall and produces white and rose flowers from August 
to October; A. alpina has large white flowers, it grows from 
twelve inches to eighteen inches high and likes a sunny situation; 
A. blanda has flowers of rose, white or deep blue, it grows to a 
height of four inches and flowers from February to April; 
A. Hepatica nas rose, blue or white flowers, grows to a height 
of four inches, and flowers from March to May; A. Pulsatilla 
bears violet flowers which has golden stamens; it grows to a 
height of a foot and flowers from April to June. 
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WINTER ACONITE 

Other Name, — Eranthis. 

Form. —Dwarf perennials valuable because they flower in 
lepth of winter. They are tuberous-rooted. 

Flowers. —Yellow and something like the buttercup in general 
appearance, they are in bloom from January to March. 

Propagation. —By division of roots carried out in October. 

Culture. —Autumn is the best time for planting, they should 
be inserted at a depth of two inches with two or three inches 
space between. Once planted they should not be disturbed. 

The Best Kinds. —Eranthis hyemalis grows three inches high 
and flowers during winter; E. cilicica is a yellow kind, the flowers 
of which have a rather brown tinge, also winter flowering. 


WINTER CHERRY 

Other Names. — Fhysalis, Chinese Lantern and Cape Goose¬ 
berry. 

Form. —Upright-growing half-hardy and hardy perennials 
which vary in height from about a foot and a half to three and a 
half feet. 

Flowers. —These have little decorative value, the plants being 
appreciated for the attractive orange-scarlet covering of the 
fruit, which if cut at the right time will remain in colour for 
many weeks. 

Propagation. —Where the plants thrive this is easily carried 
out by division of the roots, by seeds or by cuttings. Usually 
it will be found that where the plants grow well they become 
more numerous every year, the difficulty being to keep them in 
check. 

Culture. —No special mention is needed, but if they are 
wanted for decoration in the home, the stems on which the 
red seed capsules are hanging should be cut after these have 
changed from green to red, but before they are too old. 

The Best Kinds. —Physalis Alkekengi, which grows about 
eighteen inches high; P. Bunyardii , which grows about the same 
height; P. peruviana grows about three or four feet high. 
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WOODRUFF 

Other Name. — Asperula. 

Form. —Hardy annuals and perennials. The annuals grow 
about a foot high. The perennials are dwarf-growing and 
suitable for the rock-garden. 

Flowers. —In the annuals these are plentifully produced, 
they are small and blue in colour. White and pink are the 
most common colours of the perennials. The flowers are pro¬ 
duced in close tufts at the end of branched stalks. 

Propagation. —The best method is by dividing up large 
roots during the spring or summer. 

Culture. —The annual is easily grown in ordinary soil, and 
the perennials need no particular attention in the rock garden. 

The Best Kinds. —Asperula orieittalis, or azurea, is the best 
annual species, it flowers during the summer; A. Gussonii has 
rose-coloured flowers from May to August and grows about 
four inches high; A. suberosa has pink flowers from May to 
July and grows about three indies tall. 


XERANTHEMUM 

Other Names. —Everlasting Flower, Immortelles. 

Form.—H ardy annuals which grow about a foot high, of 
upright habit of growth. 

Flowers. —White with different shades of violet purple are 
the most common colours. They retain their colour and form 
for years. 

Propagation. —Seed is sown in boxes, pans or pots during 
April and pricked out about the second week in May in any 
rich well-drained soil. 

Culture. —Very little attention needed after pricking out. 
The flowers should be cut in dry weather when they are just 
beg innin g to open if they are to remain clean-looking and bright 
over a long period. 

The Best Kinds. —Xeranthemum annuum is the most popular 
kind, of which there are white, rose and purple varieties; X. 
inapertum is another good kind with purple and white flowers. 
Both are summer-flowering and grow about a foot high. 
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YARROW 

Other Names. — Achillea, Milfoil, Double Sneezewort. 

Form.—H ardy perennials of a spreading habit of growth. 

Flowers. —Yellow or white, produced in tufts at the top of 
the flowering stem. 

Propagation. —Very easily carried out by division of the 
roots in the autumn or by seed sown in the spring. 

Culture. —Any ordinary soil suits these plants, but they 
should be given a sunny situation. Their roots spread under¬ 
ground and may be harmful to other plants if planted too near 
these. They need no special attention. 

The Best Kinds. —Achillea argentea is a white kind which 
flowers in May and June and grows three or four inches high; 
A. filipendulina has bright yellow flowers from June to September 
and grows to a height of about four feet; A. macrophylla has 
white flowers in June and July and grows about two feet tall; 
A. tomentosa is yellow, flowers from June to August and grows 
from six to nine inches in height; A. umbellata is a dwarf of 
tufted kind with silvery foliage and pure white flowers; it grows 
to a height of about four inches. 


ZENOBIA 


Other Names.—N one. 

Form. —Hardy shrub, almost evergreen, growing about three 
or four feet high in the worth-while kinds. 

Flowers. —Produced during the summer they are drooping 
and something like a bell in shape. They are white and have a 
waxy appearance. - 

Propagation. —By means of division in September or by 
soft cuttings which should be rooted in a frame in June. 

Culture. —Autumn is the best time to plant and the position 
chosen should be one of partial shade. This plant does not like 
lime, but a peaty soil suits it well. All the pruning needed is 
that old flower shoots should be cut off after blooming. 

The Best Kinds. —Zenobia spedosa flowers during the summer 
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and has white flowers; Z. pulverulenta has its leaves and stem 
covered with white steel-like powder, which makes it valuable 
in the winter. 


ZEPHYR FLOWER 

Other Name.' — Zephyranthes. 

Form. —Greenhouse and almost hardy bulbous-rooted plants 
The favourite kinds grow to a height of about a foot. 

Flowers. —Somewhat similar to the crocus in form, the most 
popular colours being white, rose and yellow. 

Propagation.—B y offsets during the autumn in the usual 
way. 

Culture. —These plants are best grown in pots and should 
be potted up in August, four bulbs going in a five-inch pot. 
The best compost consists of a mixture of peat and leaf mould 
with a little sand. As with most bulbous plants, they shoulct 
be gradually dried off after flowering. In very warm situations 
they may be planted out of doors about four inches deep if a 
little sand is placed in the bottom of the holes. There should be 
from three to four inches from bulb to bulb and protection 
by means of litter or fibre should be provided during the winter. 

The Best Kinds. —Zephyranthes Candida is an attractive white 
(dnd flowering from May onwards; Z. carinata is a delicate 
pink; Z.flava a golden yellow and Z. rosea is a fine rose. May 
is the beginning of the flowering season and they grow from six 
inches to a foot in height. 


ZINNIA 

Other Name. —Youth-and-old-Age. 

Form.—H alf-hardy annuals, mostly between fifteen and thirty 
inches in height. 

Flowers. —Very gay and to be had in a large number of colours. 
They are produced during the summer. 

Propagation. —Seed should be sown during March or early 
April in five-inch pots; it should be sown thinly am 1 just covered 
with soil. The pots should be placed in a temperature of about 
60° F. When big enough to handle the plants should be potted 
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singly in small pots. Seed may also be sown in a sunny situation 
in the open during May, the plants being thinned out as they 
grow, but they must not be transplanted when seed is sown in the 
open. 

Culture.—A warm sunny situation should be chosen for 
plants raised in the greenhouse which may be planted out in 
June in well-prepared positions. 

The Best Kinds. —Zinnia elegans is the favourite, it may be 
had in a variety of colours and grows from one and a half to 
two feet high; Z. haageana grows about eighteen inches high and 
bears orange flowers during August and September; Z. pauci- 
flora has red flowers and grows to a height of twenty inches. 
Z. linearis, orange, is a fine variety. 




